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Although many of the silent films featuring journalists have been lost forever, a fairly 
accurate picture emerges through reviews and commentaries about the films when they 
first appeared on the screen. Publications referred to include The Moving Picture World1, 
Motion Picture News,2 Exhibitor’s Herald,3 Motography,4 The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily),5 
Variety,6 New York Times,7 Billboard8, New York Clipper,9 Picture-Play Magazine,10 The 
Bioscope11 as well as other publications including Edison Catalog and Biograph,12 
Thanhouser,13 Reel Life (Mutual Film Corporation).14 Descriptive critics15 offer detailed 
plot and character summations that often rival a viewing of the film itself in addition to 
capturing the mores and prejudices of the time.  
 
Three key references used throughout are the Internet Movie Database (IMDb – 
imdb.com),16 “the world’s most popular and authoritative source for movie, TV and 
celebrity content,” the American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films (afi.com), 17 and 
the online IJPC Database of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture Project.18 
These comprehensive databases were used in resolving conflicts involved in decisions 
concerning inclusion, date and genre determination, spelling and other details. 
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Another important online resource is the Silent Era Web site (www.silentera.com), a 
collection of news and information pertaining to silent era films, which also includes a 
comprehensive search feature and was invaluable in evaluating the status of any silent 
film included. The Web site also offers a complete listing of silent film websites.19 
 
Journalism film historian Richard R. Ness, in his book, From Headline Hunter to 
Superman: A Journalism Filmography,20 offers a definitive account of films featuring 
journalists from 1890 to 1929. His commentaries and capsule reviews were referred to 
throughout this project. 
 
Whenever possible, the silent films were viewed and annotated. But many silent films are 
either lost or their whereabouts unknown, and some prints only exist in various museums 
around the world. We have noted whether a film has been viewed or not by listing the 
film’s status and whether it was “Unavailable for Viewing,” “Not Viewed” or “Viewed.”   
 
The size and quality of the entries were dependent on the various sources involved. That 
is the reason some films are given a paragraph and some films are given several pages. 
The importance of a specific film on the image of the journalist in popular culture does 
not always coincide with the amount of space given that film.  It all depended on the 
availability and quality of the secondary source involved (periodicals covering the silent 
film era). Even an individual periodical changed over a period of time covering the films 
in less detail and even ignoring some films because of lack of space. We printed the best 
descriptions of the film available emphasizing the journalism in that film, or filling in 
important plot details necessary to understand in evaluating the final product for encoding 
purposes. If a film is located and screened, then more details are included under “video 
notes.”  
 
Each film is categorized by decade, genre, gender, ethnicity, media category, job title, 
and description (evaluation of the image presented by each journalist or group of 
journalists on a subjective scale from very positive and positive to negative and very 
negative, to transformative positive and transformative negative to neutral). For 
reference, a complete copy of the legend is printed at the bottom of each appendix. 
 
When a film features more than one journalist character, multiple instances of gender, 
ethnicity, job title, and description were recorded.  These results were checked and re-
checked until accuracy and consensus were confirmed.  
 
One of the key problems in doing a fair evaluation is that an audience may view a 
journalist positively even if that journalist acts in unethical and unprofessional ways. This 
can occur because of a variety of factors: an attractive actor in the role, a character the 
audience wants to succeed no matter what he/she does, a situation where the end (true 
love) outweighs the means (negative behavior on the part of the journalist). We have tried 
to evaluate the images as they might be conceived by the audiences of the period using 
the standards of the time, not the standards of today. While we might abhor a journalist 
who steals, lies, deceives, ignores basic rules of journalism and label his/her actions 
negative, the audiences of the period often considered such journalists heroes and judged 
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them as a positive image. Obviously some of these decisions are debatable even after 
hours of debate. This is a subjective category and we worked hard to reach consensus, but 
it is still a subjective description. However, any researcher can go through each appendix, 
check each film’s encoding, read the comprehensive reviews and determine whether the 
description should be revised.   
 
We divided characters identified as journalists into major and minor categories.  A major 
character influences the outcome of the story or event. He or she is usually a leading 
character played by a major actor of the time. A minor character does not play a 
significant role in the development of the film. He or she is usually a part of a larger 
group – i.e. journalists in a news conference or roaming around in packs, or those 
journalists who function as a part of the editorial or technical staff. Films with unnamed 
characters or characters who appeared briefly and then disappeared are included. 
 
Also included were groups of journalists who show up in films in news or press 
conferences, who travel in packs chasing after stories or are a group of reporters, war 
correspondents, freelance writers, even newsboys following a story or a specific activity. 
A “miscellaneous” category was created for individual journalists unidentified in the film 
as to job description and usually in the background functioning as editorial and technical 
staff.  
 
We decided to include films in which a newspaper story played a significant plot point.  
Examples include articles or pieces that expose scandals and wrong-doing, provide 
erroneous information (such as a fake death), alert principals about some important news 
or events that cause the characters to take important actions. Journalists in films with 
such articles were identified as “Unidentified News Staff.” 
 
We also made a decision to include scanned copies of the original reviews in the nine 
appendices whenever possible.  We felt this would make it easier for future researchers 
who would not have to search through original periodicals as we did. When an original 
review was barely readable, we would retype it for easier reading. Also, summary of the 
journalists/journalism in the film were also typed up.  
 
Finally, in many of the periodicals covering the silent film industry, there are occasional 
articles we believe would be of interest to this audience. We’ve added some at the end of 
each appendix. 
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1911 
 

 
The Accident (1911) 
Newspaper account is false. Newsboys.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 29, 1911, p. 212. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 15, 1911, p. 66 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Newsboys). Group 
Ethnicity:  White (Newsboys). Unspecified. 
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Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboys). Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboys, Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
An Act of Kindness (1911) 
Editor 
 
A man attempts to win an editor’s prize for kindness to others. British Film Institute. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Editor)  
Ethnicity: White (Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
 
 
The Adventures of Billy 
Newsboy Billy. There is some confusion whether Billy is a newsboy or a bootblack. The 
film introduces Billy as “the Bootblack.” The review calls him a newsboy.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November, 4, 1911, p. 379.  
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Viewing Notes:  
 
Title Card: “Suggested by Press Comment on the Tramp Evil” 
Title Card: “Little Billy, the Bootblack” 
Sleeping under hay in an abandoned area. Picks up his shoe-shine box. 
He asks men sitting on benches reading newspapers if he can shine their shoes. One, the 
director D.W. Griffith playing a role, tells him to go away.  
Title Card: “Finding Luck Against him, Billy decides to move to some other town.” 
He walks to the other town. “Tired after a long day’s walk.” 
Title Card: “Two tramps befriend Billy.” 
Title Card: “By threats, the Tramp force Billy to beg for them.” 
When he is reluctant to do it, one tramp starts choking him, making him cry. He then 
does what they say. He goes to a woman and begs for money.  He gets some food and 
they eat it.  
A family is reading newspapers and Billy goes to beg for money. He pets their dog. Other 
people show up. The tramps watch carefully. They give Billy food. The tramps whistle 
for him and he finally leaves.  
The tramps decide to rob a man while Billy watches. The beat up the man shocking Billy. 
They search for his wallet. Billy is frightened. They steal his money, then run away, 
grabbing Billy. Billy runs away and they chase him. They catch him. They lock Billy up 
in a shack. 
Car breaks down with a family in it. Their dog finds Billy. The car of people leaves. The 
tramps are scheming to get more money.  Billy writes a note: “Help. I am in shak 
downroad prisoner of tramps who kilt old man, Billy.” He gives it to the dog.  The dog 
runs away with the message. 
The tramps continue plotting and watching the two men. The car with the people stops. 
The dog catches up with them. They find the note. They all get into the car. The tramps 
prepare to kill Billy. The car with people follow the dog to Billy. The tramp with the 
knife can’t kill the boy and drops the knife. The other tramp picks it up and chases Billy 
around the shack. The car arrives with men and sticks. As the tramp is ready to kill Billy, 
the men in the car arrive. Billy tells them what the tramps did. A woman hugs Billy. The 
father and mother ask Billy to stay with them. FILM ENDS 
 
Status: Print Exists 
Youtube 
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April Fool (1911) 
Editor. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 12, 1911, p. 988.  
 

The Moving Picture World, December 9, 1911.  p. 832.  
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Editor). Group (Editorial Office) 
Ethnicity:  White (Editor). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous (Editorial Office).  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editor, Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
At the Stroke of Twelve (1911)   
Newsboy Tom.  
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The Moving Picture World, November 18, 1911, p. 570.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 9, 1911, p. 817. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Tom) 
Ethnicity: White (Tom) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
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Job Title:  News Employee (Tom) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Tom, Positive 
 
 
The Aviator (1911) (aka The Aviator and the Journalist’s Wife; Love and Aviation) 
Journalist. 
 
“The Aviator” is a thrilling dramatic story in which a well-known French aviator, Flarion, 
performs remarkable serial feats with a woman in his biplane as a passenger. The Moving 
Picture World, December 2, 1911, p. 736  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 2, 1911, p. 758.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama  
Gender: Male (Journalist). 
Ethnicity: White (Journalist) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporter (Journalist) 
Description: Major: Journalist, Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
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Bobby, the Coward (1911) 
Newspaper. Bobby scans the newspaper each day in search of a clue of some 
employment. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 15, 1911, p. 56 
 
Status: Print exists in the Museum of Modern Art film archieve 
Viewed. Youtube (Partial) 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
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Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified New Staff, Neutral 
 
 
The Changing of Silas Warner (1911) 
Newspaper article changes son’s life. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 10, 1911. p. 1324. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The City (1911) 
Newspaper article. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World,  August 12, 1911, p. 394. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Negative 
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College Chums (1911) 
Newspaper Article reveals a friend’s financial woes. 
 
Ray Douglas and Walter Evans had been chums from boyhood. It is not strange, 
therefore, that when the time approached for their future training and educational 
advancement, they should select the same college.  
 
Ray had formed a serious attachment for Eva Wells, a beautiful and accomplished girl, a 
resident of the town in which the college was situated. At first his passion was 
reciprocated, but Walter's arrival sowed the seed of discord, for Eva's preference for 
Ray's handsome chum soon became apparent and a serious breach occurred, which was 
gradually widened beyond hope of repair, by Esther Williams, a friend of Eva's, who 
sends an anonymous communication to Ray, appraising him of the fact that Walter had 
proposed to Eva and was accepted.  
 
Walter, loyal to his promise to Eva, marries her. His trend and desires did not point to a 
commercial or professional life, so he drifted into Wall Street with a fortune left him by 
his parents. He soon finds himself a victim of frenzied finance and drifts into absolute 
poverty through one final investment in a worthless mine.  
 
Ray, who had drifted westward, smarting under the lash of a disappointed love, after 
engaging in various ventures, finally purchased some mining interests, which developed 
into fabulous dimensions and made him a multi-millionaire.  
 
While seated in his library, Ray picked up a newspaper from a convenient table and 
scanned its columns. An expression of surprise followed by sadness, diffused his 
countenance. The paragraph he had read divulged the fact that his old-time chum had met 
with reverses and had been reduced to abject poverty.  
 
He immediately sought his broker and investigation discloses the fact that Walter holds 
large interests in a mining property with great possibilities, but lack of funds had retarded 
its development. Ray comes to the rescue, but does not disclose his identity, until the deal 
is consummated. When he is finally recognized by Walter, the latter is inclined to resent 
his interference, until called to his sense of duty by Eva, his wife. The Moving Picture 
World, March 18, 1911, pp. 609-610.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
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Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
Comrades (1911) 
Newspaper. Morning newspaper society news article that a member of Parliament is 
expected to be a guest in a local man’s house gives the main character an idea – he 
decides to impersonate the M.P.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, March 11, 1911, p. 606 
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Viewing Notes:  
Newspaper article: “Notes of Society – Social Activities.” “Marmaduke Bracegirille, 
wealthy British member of Parliament, arrives shortly for a visit at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles A. Franklin.”  
 
 
Status: Print Exists 
Viewed (DVD) 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified New Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Corinne in Dollyland (1911) 
Newsboy 
 
Corinne, intensely dejected over the refusal to admit her to the motion picture theatre on 
account of her size, relieves the sorrow of a little newsboy from whom a crowd of urchins 
have stolen papers and money. Generously she gives the boy what money she has and 
directs him to the theatre, thereby hoping to help him forget his unhappy plight. Corinne 
then continues on her way, and upon her arrival home tells her grandmother of all that 
has happened. Grandmother sympathizes with little Corinne, and to pacify the little girl 
she gets out a large box of wooden toys for Corinne to play with. The little girl falls to 
sleep and has a dream. It is that Little Dolly is kidnapped by the villain. She falls into the 
hands of a circus manager and is trained to be an expert bare-back rider. Ten years after, 
passing a small village in a parade, she is recognized and restored to the loving arms of 
her parents, and all is happiness The Billboard, February 18, 1911, p. 26. 
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The Moving Picture World, February 18, 1911, p. 377.  
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Newsboy) 
Ethnicity:  White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Positive 
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A Corner in Criminals (1911) 
Police Reporter Willet Print of the Morning Wheeze. 
 

  
The Moving Picture World, October 21, 1911, p. 234.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 28, 1911, p. 292.  (Note: Willet is the reporter, not 
the escaped convict. The writer made a mistake) 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Willet Print, Editor).  
Ethnicity:  White (Willet Print, Editor). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Willet Print). Editor (Editor) 
Description: Major: Willet Print, Transformative Positive.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
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The Crucial Test (1911) 
War Correspondent Charles Channing (Herbert Prior), a discharged reporter. War 
Correspondent J.R. Keating (Richard Neil), the star reporter. Managing Editor (James 
Gordon). The Telegraph Operator (Richard Ridgeley).  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 22, 1911, p. 124.  
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The Moving Picture World, July 1, 1911. pp. 1528-1529.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Charlie Channing, J.R. Keating, Managing Editor, Telegraph Operator).  
Ethnicity:  White (Charlie Channing, J.R. Keating, Managing Editor, Telegraph  
 Operator) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: War Correspondent (Charlie Channing, J.R. Keating). Editor (Managing  
 Editor). News Employee (Telegraph Operator) 
Description: Major: Charlie Channing, Positive. J.R. Keating, Negative 
Description: Minor: Managing Editor, Telegraph Operator, Positive 
 
 
 
The Derelict Reporter (1911) 
Reporter Bob Finnegan (Ralph Ince). Managing Editor. Two Rival Reporters.  
 

The Moving Picture World, May 20 1911, p. 1140.   
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The Moving Picture World, May 6, 1911, p. 1022 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Bob Finnegan, Managing Editor, 2 Rival Reporters). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Bob Finnegan, Managing Editor, 2 Rival Reporters). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Bob Finnegan, 2 Rival Reporters).  Editor (Managing Editor).  
 Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Bob Finnegan, Positive 
Description: Minor: Managing Editor, Positive.  2 Rival Reporters, Negative.  
 Miscellaneous, Neutral 
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A Dog in a Coiner’s Den (1911). France.  
Newsboy Louis. 
 

 
Possessed of so much wealth, Louis orders a drink, but, much to his surprise, the waiter 
bends and twists his fifty cents into various shapes and forms and finally refuses to serve 
him. Louis is naturally downhearted over the wreck of his hopes and his newly acquired 
fortune. However, “luck will turn” says Louis to his dog Tray and on they go again, 
thinking no more of the incident. Some days later, Louis reads in the paper that the police 
are considerably perplexed by the circulation of counterfeit coins, the source of which 
they are unable to trace. This awakens dormant thoughts and Louis sets off to the 
mansion of the gentleman with the worthless title determined to investigate. Sometime 
after Louis has hidden himself in the grounds of the mansion, the noble man emerges 
from the house and drives off. Louis follows in his wake and traces him to a disused 
house upon a bleak moor. Undaunted, Louis enters the house and there falls into the 
hands of the coiner, for such the nobleman proves to be, and his gang. On the principle 
that “dead men tell no tales” the coiners bind Louis to a table and placing a keg of 
gunpowder by his side, light the fuse and depart. Fortunately, they do not see Louis’s old 
friend, Dog Tray who is getting anxious and endeavoring to get into the house also. 
Nearer and nearer creeps that tiny spark as Louis lies powerless, awaiting his end. But 
nearer and nearer creeps old Dog Tray in his search for his old friend, until at last he 
reaches his side. Louis loses no time in directing him to remove the burning fuse. Old 
Tray does not understand at first, but he manages to bite the ropes that bind his master 
and together they rush forth into the open air, just as the powder explodes, and destroys 
all traces of the coiner’s work. The witness, however still lives and is soon at the police 
station, where he gives the necessary information and receives a big reward for his 
services. The Moving Picture World, October 14, 1911, p. 154. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Louis)  
Ethnicity:  White (Louis) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Louis) 
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Description: Major: Louis, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The First Man (1911) 

 
Cub Reporter Earl Whitney (Walter Hitchcock) of the Morning Herald.  City Editor Bob. 
 
A comedy built of improbabilities, but pleasing because it is not permitted to drag; the 
players are pleasant and intelligent and the photography good. The girl, by her father’s 
will, had to be kept secluded and away from all men until she was of age. Two maiden 
aunts saw to her bringing up. The story got about and a reporter was sent to write her up. 
He managed to get the interview and was “the first man” she had talked with. The 
interview was a very short one, but Cupid seems to have made good use of it. A 
convenient accident at the gate brings the man back to the home as an injured fellow 
mortal whom the two aunts cannot turn away. Love knows no bars. The girl was 
eighteen; she supposed she had to wait until she was twenty-one before she came of age, 
but the young man taught her and the aunts that this wasn’t necessary. The Moving 
Picture World, December 23, 1911, pp. 988-989.  
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The Moving Picture World, December 2, 1911, pp. 728-729.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Earl Whitney, Bob).  
Ethnicity:  White (Earl Whitney, Bob). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Cub Reporter (Earl Whitney). Editor (City Editor Bob) 
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Description: Major: Earl Whitney, Positive  
Description: Minor: City Editor Bob, Positive 
 
 
The Fishermaid of Ballydavid (1911) 
Newspaper article plays an important part in the plot. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 11, 1911, p. 494. 
 
Status: Unknown 
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Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
The Ghost (1911) 
Newspaper. Two different crooks read an account of ghosts in a house and each unknown 
to the other impersonate the ghost long enough to rob the house. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 22, 1911, p. 140 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified New Staff, Neutral 
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Good News for Jones (1911) 
Newspaper Story 
 
A proud man shows a newspaper report to everyone he meets. British Film Catalogue: 
Two Volume Set - The Fiction Film/The Non-Fiction Film edited by Denis Gifford.  
03032.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Her Inspiration (1911) 
Newspaper Article changes a woman’s life. 
 

The Moving Picture World, September 16, 1911, p. 822.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama  
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Her Pet (1911) 
Newsboy.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 30, 1911, p. 1071. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 9, 1911, p. 832.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
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His Exoneration (1911) 
Newspaper Article causes trouble for a pair of sweethearts. 
 

 
They arrive just in time, before Marjorie says the words that would be irretrievable. 
Explanations follow, in which Charles is exonerated from the false charge, and is married 
to Marjorie. The Moving Picture World, September 30, 1911, pp. 988, 990.   
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 



Appendix 3 – 1911     33 

Home (1911) 
Editor (Frank Brownlee – an Editor) of a daily newspaper. Newsboy. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 18, 1911, p. 574.  
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The Moving Picture World, December 16, 1911, p. 883. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Editor, Newsboy) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Newsboy, Neutral 
 
Hon fick platsen (aka She Got the Place) (1911) - Sweden 
Editor (Oscar Hemberg). Journalist (Elin Brandell). Journalist (Agnes Brystrom). 
Journalist (Eira Hellberg). Journalist (Ellen Rydelius). Journalist (Elin Wagner). 
 
A Stockholm newspaper advertises for a female employee. Five or six applicants appear. 
The main editor wants to test their journalistic skills and instructs them to find a man 
from Portugal who is said to have been staying in the city incognito. They are to find him 
and write a report about him. A beginning reporter scoops the rest of the journalists in 
tracking the man down and taking a photograph of him. The editor congratulates her and 
hires her as a reporter on his newspaper. The film was made in favor of the Female 
Journalists’s Scholarship Fund. All roles were played by more or less famous Stockholm 
journalists who were credited with their signatures. Some scenes represented the editorial 
rooms. No written roles. The Swedish Film Database, The Swedish Film Institute and 
various sources. 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Editor). Female (Journalists-5). Group.  
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Journalists-5). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). Reporter (Journalists-5). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Editor, Journalists-5, Positive 
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous, Neutral 
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In Time for Press (1911)  
Cub Reporter Jack Burns (William Clifford). Cub Reporter Edith Gates (Edith Storey).  
Reporter Jim Ford (Francis Ford), star reporter for The Blade.  Editor.  Pressman. (Note: 
IMDb refers to the Reporter as Jack Burris.) 
 
In this account of newspaper rivalry, a reporter for The Blade tries to help a rancher’s 
daughter get a job on the paper, but is fired for his efforts. He joins the Express, and he 
and a Blade reporter both get on the story of a train holdup. The Blade reporter tricks the 
hero by pretending to be injured and then knocking him out, but the heroine rides off to 
telegraph the story and scoops The Blade. Richard Ness, From Headline Hunter to 
Superman: The Silent Era, pp. 8-9. 
 
Edith Gates (Edith Storey), whose father runs the X.Y. Ranch, has a burning desire to 
become a newspaper woman, but it is not so easy to accomplish as she imagines. She is 
turned down by one editor after another, and finally is insulted in the office of the 
"Blade" by Jim Ford (Francis Ford), who is one of the star assignment men. Jack Burton, 
a cub reporter, comes to Edith's assistance, and is discharged for his gallantry.  
 
Edith returns to her home, and Jack secures employment on the "Express," the deadly 
enemy of the "Blade," where he "makes good." A month later the "Limited" is held up 
and the bandits escape. It looks like a good story and Jack is dispatched to the spot, while 
Ford is sent by the "Blade."  
 
The rival reporters meet at the sheriff's office and join the posse, and the bandits and their 
booty are finally captured.  
 
Now that the story is in, each reporter hastens to the nearest wire to send the news to his 
paper, and there is a race between them. When he sees that Jack's horse is the better, and 
he is being distanced, Ford does a cowardly trick. He falls from his horse and pretends to 
be injured. Jack rushes back to the aid of his enemy, only to be knocked down for his 
pains, and is trampled on by Ford's horse.  
 
Ford drives Jack's horse away and rides for the telegraph office, while Jack staggers to 
the nearest ranch. He is surprised to meet Edith where, and when the plucky little woman 
learns the particulars, she is anxious to outwit the man who has insulted her and offers to 
ride with the story to the nearest wire. In the race that ensues, she wins, and gets her story 
into the office of the "Express" just as that ink-spattered martinet, the pressmen, declares 
finally that the paper is "going to bed" even if all the robbers in Texas are captured.  
 
Needless to say, while Jack recuperates from his injuries, a romance matures which 
finally finds its way into print via the "Wedding Column." The Moving Picture World, 
June 3, 1911, p. 1263. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
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Type: Movie 
Genre: Western 
Gender: Male (Jack Burns, Jim Ford, Editor, Pressman). Female (Edith Gates). Group-2.  
Ethnicity: White (Jack Burns, Jim Ford, Edith Gates, Editor, Pressman). Unspecified-2) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Cub Reporter (Jack Burns, Edith Gates). Reporter (Jim Ford). Editor  
 (Editor). News Employee (Pressman). Miscellaneous-2.  
Description: Major: Jack Burns, Edith Gates, Positive. Ford, Negative.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Pressman, Positive.  Miscellaneous-2, Neutral.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3 – 1911     39 

The Italian Barber (1911) 
Alice, the Newsgirl (Mary Pickford) runs a stand on a neighboring corner.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, January 14, 1911, p. 93 
 
 
 
Viewing Notes: 
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Alice is a newsgirl who runs a stand on a neighboring corner. On one corner of the stand: 
New York AMERICAN. 
She is reading a newspaper and then sells it to a man who is more interested in her than 
the paper. He buys her a flower.  
He leaves for the barbershop (he is Tony, a barber) and she continues to sell newspapers. 
Title Card: The Betrothal 
She closes up the newsstand and walks on the arm of the barber. They arrive at her home. 
He puts a ring on her finger. They hug and kiss.  
The next day. She’s back at the newsstand. He helps her lock up again. They walk off 
together and go back to her home.  
Title Card: “Her sister Florence with her Vaudeville Partner Mack, arrives off the road.” 
Mother greets them. Alice introduces her sister and Mack to the Italian Barber, Tony. 
Tony is attracted to her sister.  
Title Card: Later – “Tony transfers his affections to Florence.”  
At the newsstand, Alice continues to sell newspapers as Tony visits Florence. Alice needs 
change so goes home to get it and fins Tony and Florence embracing. An upset Alice 
leaves. 
Back at the newsstand she gives the man his change. Tony bids a loving farewell to 
Forence. 
Title Card: “On the night of the Barbers’ Ball.” 
Florence goes to the ball. Alice stays home.  Tony dances with Florence. 
Title Card: “Excessively romantic, she would emulate the novel heroine.” Alice at home, 
takes out a gun and tries to kill unless when Mack arrives. The bullet just misses him 
scaring him to death. 
Title Card: “Alice tells Mack of the inconstancy of Florence and Tony.” 
Meanwhile at the ball, Tony and Florence continue to dance. Mack and Alice show up to 
confront them. Mack stays with Alice and Tony stays with Florence and the film ends 
 
Status: Public Domain – Print Exists in the Mary Pickford Institute for Film Education 
Film Collection 
Viewed. Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Female (Alice)  
Ethnicity: White (Alice) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Alice) 
Description: Major: Alice, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
 
 
 
Jimmie’s Job (1911) 
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Newspaper article plays a part in the plot 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, September 2, 1911, p. 638. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 



Appendix 3 – 1911     42 

Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
John Brown’s Heir (1911) 
The Newspaper Editor (William Wadsworth). Printer’s Devil.   
Newspaper Reporter was dispatched to John Brown’s cabin for particulars. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October-December 1911, p. 746. 
Status: Unknown 
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Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Western 
Gender: Male (Reporter, Editor, Printer’s Devil).  Groups-2 
Ethnicity:  White (Reporter, Editor, Printer’s Devil). Unspecified-2. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter). Editor (Editor). News Employee (Printer’s Devil).  
 Miscellaneous-2. 
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Reporter, Editor, Positive. Printer’s Devil, Negative.  
 Miscellaneous-2, Neutral. 
 
 
The Lover’s Signal (1911) 
Newspaper story on railroad wreck says everyone is dead. It turns out her lover missed 
the train. 

Advertisement Imp (Independent Moving Pictures Co.), The Moving Picture World, 
April 1, 1911, p. 688.  
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The Moving Picture World, April 1, 1911, p. 728. 
 
A pretty love story with the Cuban individuality. Obstacles are thrown in the way of true 
love and the stern parent is circumvented by means of a whistle, which is the signal 
agreed upon by the lovers to meet. The girl reads a newspaper account of the supposed 
death of her sweetheart. She is stricken and loses her reason. The well remembered 
whistle of her lover restores her sanity in a unique manner. The exacting parent now 
gladly removes all objections to the marriage. This is the sort of story which has made 
“Imp” films famous all over the world. IMP promotional materials, www.silentera.com  
 
 
Status: Print Exists 
Unviewed.  
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
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Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral. 
 
 
A Martyr to His Cause (1911) 
Printer John McNamara and the October 11, 1910 bombing of the printing plant of the 
virulently anti-union Los Angeles Times, which killed a score of employees. It is the first 
labor film, made in 1911 in defense of the McNamara brothers, who were accused of 
bombing the Los Angeles Times during a labor dispute. 
 
After months of investigation, private detectives arrested and illegally extradited the 
McNamara brothers, who were union activists. As a cause celebre of the American Labor 
movement, the American Federation of Labor (AFL) mounted a vigorous defense 
campaign that included the financing of the production of A Martyr to His Cause: 
Incidents in the Life and Abduction of the Secretary-Treasurer of the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural Iron Workers. The lead roles were “played by 
representative labor men with national reputation….” The film portrays John J. 
McNamara as a loving family man who “through his industry and sobriety …  is 
promoted to the position of foreman” and is later elected secretary of his union. But on 
April 22, 1911, “young Mac” is show being arrested at union headquarters in 
Indianapolis – the authorities vainly searching the premises for dynamite. Business, the 
police and corrupt courts are portrayed conspiring to deny McNamara his legal rights. He 
is extradited to California. From his jail cell, the accused labor leader composes a 
message for his union brothers attacking the “enemies of labor,” but also reasserts his 
faith that the public will allow him a fair defense. Essanay Film Manufacturing Company 
and commercially released two other strongly ANTI-CAP films in 1910 and 1911, 
respectively, The Egg Trust and The Long Strike. The McNamara brothers received 
lengthy prison terms after pleading guilty on December 1, 1911. Michael Slade Shull, 
Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929, p. 157. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (John McNamara). Group 
Ethnicity: Caucasian (John McNamara). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (John McNamara). Unidentified News Staff. 
Description: Major: John McNamara, Transformative Negative 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Midnight Marauder (1911) 
Newspaper account of accidental capture of a burglar. At first glance of the morning 
paper you would assume a man was a hero, but that “but” is the second line of the 
heading which gives the credit where it is due.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, January 28, 1911, p. 194 
 
A cowardly blow-hard type is given credit for capturing a burglar when all he does is fall 
out of the window and land on top of the burglar. The first scene shows a living room 
where an old gentleman is explaining how he shot the bear whose skin has become a rug. 
One by one, his listeners, unable to stand his tall tales, leave the room. Later in the film, 
after the accidental capture of the burglar, there is an insert followed by a closer insert of 
a newspaper account of the happenstance deed. The film ends as his wife, who knows the 
man’s character, fires a pistol, and Mr. Blow Hard hides under the table. Motion Picture 
From the Library of Congress Paper Print Collection, 1894-1912, p. 6521 
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The Moving Picture World, January 14, 1911, p. 95 
 
Status: Print exists in the Library of Congress film archive 
Unviewed.  
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Millionaire Barber (1911) 
Reporter from the local paper 
 

The 
Moving Picture World, December 16, 1911, p. 918. 
 

The Moving Picture World, January 6, 1911, p. 41. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
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Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Reporter) 
Ethnicity: White (Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Reporter, Negative 
 
 
Mutt and Jeff and the Newsboys (1911) 
Newsboy Jeff (Gus Alexander). Newsboy Mutt (Sam D. Drane). Small Newsie. Big 
Newsboy. Newsboys. 

 
The Moving Picture World, September 16, 1911, p. 824. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
  
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Mutt, Jeff, Big Newsboy, Small Newsie). Group (Newsboys) 
Ethnicity: White (Mutt, Jeff, Big Newsboy, Small Newsie). Unspecified (Newsboys) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Mutt, Jeff, Big Newsboy, Small Newsie, Newsboys) 
Description: Major: Mutt, Jeff, Positive 
Description: Minor: Big Newsboy, Small Newsie, Newsboys, Positive 
 
 
Mutt and Jeff As Reporters – (1911) 
 
Reporters Mutt (Sam D. Drane) and Jeff (Gus Alexander). 
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The Moving Picture World, September 30, 1911, p. 996. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Mutt, Jeff, Editor). Group.  
Ethnicity: White (Mutt, Jeff, Editor). Unspecified. 
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Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporters (Mutt, Jeff).  Editor (Editor).  Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Mutt, Jeff, Positive 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral 
 
Mutt and Jeff Get Passes to the Ball Game (1911) 
Newsboy. Sporting Editor of newspaper. 
Mutt (Sam D. Drane) and Jeff (Gus Alexander).  

 
The Moving Picture World, August 5, 1911, p. 312. 
 



Appendix 3 – 1911     54 

Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Newsboy, Sporting Editor). Group  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy, Sporting Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy). Editor (Sporting Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Negative. Sporting Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, 
 Neutral. 
 
 
The New Editor (1911) 
Editor Dick (William Duncan).  Editor Silas P. Bunker (Otis Thayer), owner of the 
Mayville Clarion.  Publisher Mrs. Bussy (Kathyrn Bond), new owner of the Clarion. 
 
Out of work reporter Dick goes to work for the Mayville Clarion. He falls in love with 
the daughter of the head of a suffragette group, which is fighting for town ownership of 
the waterworks. Clarion editor Silas P. Bunker (Otis Thayer) is bribed to keep suffragette 
news out of the paper. Women storm the newspaper office, chase the editor up a 
telephone pole. After the head of the women’s group buys the paper and makes Dick 
editor, he finds an incriminating letter written by the waterworks president and exposes 
him in an extra edition. Richard Ness, From Headline Hunter to Superman: The Silent 
Era, p. 9. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 15, 1911, p. 38. 
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The Moving Picture World, July 1, 1911, p. 1526. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Dick, Silas P. Bunker). Female (Mrs. Bussy).  
Ethnicity: White (Dick, Silas P. Bunker, Mrs. Bussy) 
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Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Dick, Silas P. Bunker). Publisher (Mrs. Bussy). 
Description: Major: Dick, Very Positive. Mrs. Bussy, Positive. 
Description: Minor: Silas P. Bunker, Very Negative 
 
 
A Newsboy Hero (1911) 
Jim Sands, a crippled Newsboy. 
 

 
Thanhouse Advertisement The Moving Picture World, February 18, 1911, p. 338.  
 
John Bailey is a struggling young workman, but he is fond of drink. His conduct is long a 
source of sorrow to his wife, but her prayers and entreaties are disregarded. Finally the 
climax comes when John returns home one evening and is so much under the influence of 
liquor that he strikes his wife. Believing that life is unbearable, the woman takes her child 
and goes out into the world, preferring even death to further mistreatment and 
humiliation.  
 
The woman and helpless child, with no refuge in sight, wander around in the snow, and 
finally fall exhausted into the sleep that precedes death. Fortunately for them, Jim Sands, 
a crippled newsboy, sees their plight, goes to their assistance, and takes them into his 
poor little home. When they prepare to start out again, Jim offers to share his all with 
them, and they remain until the mother can obtain some other refuge.  
 
John, in the meantime, has hunted vainly for his wife and child, and a newspaper story of 
the death of a woman and child in the storm convinces him that May and Marie are the 
victims. Remorseful, he decides that he has no right to live, and plans to drown himself. 
He is saved from this crime by Jim, and a Salvation Army band, that is holding services 
nearby, offer to care for him. He realizes that the one thing to do to atone for his fault, is 
to live a manly, useful life rather than to seek suicide, the refuge of the week.  
 
Jim by accident learns of the relationship that exists between May and Jack, and brings 
them together. They are reunited and Jack promises to be in the future what he should 
have been in the past, a husband who puts home and family above everything else in the 
world. The Moving Picture News, February 25, 1911, p. 436.  

The Thanhouser juvenile actors play important parts in this production, a story which 
treats of a newsboy's kindness and faithfulness to a mother and little daughter, who have 
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been driven from their home by a drunken father. He finds them by the roadside, half 
buried in snow, and takes them to his hut, caring for them as best as he can. A series of 
incidents in which the newsboy performs heroically leads to the reunion and 
reconciliation of the family. The story, while rather of the made-to-order description, by 
the deft interpretation it receives at the hands of the players, is made more plausible. The 
photography is sharp and clear. Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc. 
http://www.thanhouser.org/index.html 

Strong pathos and true heart interest are blended in A Newsboy Hero, and while there is 
much that is out of the ordinary run of life, yet such pictures can do naught but good. A 
crippled newsboy befriends a little girl by dragging her on her sled to her home. That 
evening the child's father returns home intoxicated and drives her and her mother from 
the house. They wander in the snow until exhausted, when they are found by the 
newsboy. An automobile party comes along and they assist the woman and child to the 
newsy's hut, where they make their home. Meanwhile through a newspaper 
announcement of the burial in potter's field of a mother and child the father believes them 
to be dead. In his distraction he goes to the waterside and is on the point of throwing 
himself in when a Salvation Army company appears. The newsboy is in the onlooking 
crowd and he spies this would-be suicide in time to prevent his act. The Salvationists take 
him in tow. Sometime later the little girl shows the newsboy a locket photo of her father, 
and the lad recognizes his acquaintance and takes the wife and child to him, who has 
meantime reformed and become a member of the Salvation corps. The Morning 
Telegraph, February 26, 1911.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Jim Sands) 
Ethnicity: White (Jim Sands) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Jim Sands) 
Description: Major: Jimmy Sands, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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A Newsboy’s Luck (1911) 
Joe, the Newsboy (Leo Louis). 
 

 

The Moving Picture World, November 11, 1911, pp. 492, 494.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Joe)  
Ethnicity: White (Joe) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Joe) 
Description: Major: Joe, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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The Newsy and the Tramp (1911) 

 
Newsboy Ragsy (Marie Eline) 
 
The Newsy and the Tramp became fast friends and the friendship was of mutual benefit. 
The tramp put forth a protecting hand in behalf of the newsboy, who needed it, and the 
newsboy reciprocated by joining his protector’s hands with those of the prettiest, wittiest 
little schoolma’m in all of the county. This the newly largely brought about by 
introducing a new version of The Handwriting On the Wall! The version is given in a 
way that makes you laugh. Thanhouser Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, 
December 2, 1911, p. 682.  

The acting and management of this picture is altogether delightful. Beneath it all shines 
out the invisible good that is lodged in every heart and a delicate humor that is refreshing. 
The backgrounds and setting are of a high order, and the story is vivid, smooth and 
sympathetic in acting and telling. The small newsboy comes as a reforming force into the 
tramp's life. After protecting him from the designs of other tramps, the tramp obtains a 
position at a blacksmith's, and sends the boy to school. The boy becomes the teacher's 
champion. He introduces her to the reformed tramp, who becomes her pupil. In the last 
scene - a clever and humorous concert - the boy starts a love affair with a sly 'kiss her' on 
the blackboard when her back is turned. Then the man apparently begins to wake up, and 
the rest is left to the imagination of the spectator, which shows rare art and discretion for 
a present day picture. The New York Dramatic Mirror, December 13, 1911. 
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The Moving Picture World, December 2, 1911, p. 754. 
  
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Ragsy) 
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Ethnicity: White (Ragsy)  
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Ragsy) 
Description: Major: Ragsy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Old Folks’ Sacrifice (1911) 
Newspaper article changes an old peddler’s life. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 8, 1911, p. 1606.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
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Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
One Way to Win (1911) 
Newspaper Reporter. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 23, 1911, p. 1008.  
Status: Unknown 



Appendix 3 – 1911     63 

Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Reporter) 
Ethnicity:  White (Reporter). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter).  
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Reporter, Negative. 
 
 
Only a Sister (1911) 
Editor of local newspaper. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, February 11, 1911, p. 320. 
Status: Unknown 
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Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Editor). Group 
Ethnicity:  White (Editor). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous  
Description: Major: Editor, Positive  
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
Over the Shading Edge (1911) 
Reporter Jane Grierson (Marion Leonard). 
 
Jane Grierson, a newspaper reporter, is engaged to the Hon. Henry Wyeth, ostensibly an 
honorable, wealthy man. She stops in his office one day while he is temporarily out, and 
suffering from a severe headache, she sits in his chair behind a high roll-top desk with her 
head on her arms, awaiting his return. Two men come in and failing to see her discuss a 
gigantic swindling scheme, at which the profits are to be divided that afternoon. She flies 
back to the newspaper office and notifies the editor, who accompanies her back, with his 
assistant, and the three secrete themselves in an adjoining office. The men come in, and 
Jane is horrified to find that Wyeth is the ringleader of the band. Her life is threatened by 
the swindlers, but she is protected by Wyeth. Before being led away by a detective, a 
pathetic parting takes place between the lovers. The Moving Pictures World, May 20, 
1911, p. 1089. 
 

The Moving Picture World, May 20, 1911, p. 1143. 
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The Unnatural Scene, C.H. Claudy, The Moving Picture World, June 3, 1911, pp. 1238-
1239. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Female (Jane Grierson). Male (Editor, Assistant). Group.  
Ethnicity:  White (Jane Grierson, Editor, Assistant). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Jane Grierson).  Editor (Editor). News Employee (Assistant).  
 Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Jane Grierson, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Assistant, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
Paid Back (1911) 
Reporter Dick Livingston, Jr. (Edgar G. Wynn). Editor. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 23, 1911, p. 1008. 



Appendix 3 – 1911     67 

 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Dick Livingston, Editor). Group-2 
Ethnicity: White (Dick Livingston, Editor). Unspecified -2. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Dick Livingston). Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous (Editorial and  
 Composing Rooms).  
Description: Major: Dick Livingston, Positive  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous-2, Neutral. 
 
 
A Plain Tale (1911) 
Magazine Editor 
 
A young music composer is having a hard struggle. Unknown to him, his wife writes 
stories which she offers to magazine editors. She is followed home by a wealthy man 
who feigns sympathy and offers her money (accidentally dropping his card), and is 
ordered out of the house by the indignant woman. The offering of the money was 
overheard by another occupant of the tenement, and he loses no time in informing the 
husband, who meanwhile has found the card. The wife sells a story and plans a surprise 
for her husband by laying in a stock of groceries and buying him a new overcoat. This 
makes the husband suspicious, and he starts out to find the man who dropped the card, 
having secured a good description. In the vicinity of the address given he meets the rake 
and follows him to the publishing office, where he sees his wife waiting, and is overjoyed 
to hear her bitterly and contemptuously arraign the man for the trouble he has caused. 
Ashamed and remorseful, he hurries home and finds a check awaiting him for an 
accepted opera. He, in turn, plans a surprise for his wife and prepares a repast for two. He 
dons the overcoat which he had refused to wear, and when she enters he begs forgiveness 
which she readily grants. The Moving Picture World, March 4, 1911, p. 492. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Editor) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor). 
Media Category: Magazine 
Job Title: Editor (Editor)  
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
 



Appendix 3 – 1911     68 

 
The Plot Against Bertie (1911) 
Newspaper Reporter. 
 

The Moving Picture World, October 28, 1911, p. 312.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Newspaper Reporter).  
Ethnicity:  White (Newspaper Reporter). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Newspaper Reporter). 
Description: Major: None.  
Description: Minor: Newspaper Reporter, Negative. 
 
The Persistent Poet (1911) 
Editor 
A poet tries to capture his editor. British Film Institute 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Editor).  
Ethnicity:  White (Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor) 
Description: Major: Editor, Neutral 
Description: Minor: None 
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Proving His Love; or The Ruse of a Beautiful Woman (1911) 
Reporter Lloyd Stanwood (Maurice Costello), a young reporter, is assigned by the 
managing editor to interview a famous actress. 
 

The Moving Picture World, June 10, 1911, p. 1325. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance 
Gender:  Male (Lloyd Stanwood, Managing Editor). Group.  
Ethnicity:  White (Lloyd Stanwood, Managing Editor). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Lloyd Stanwood). Editor (Managing Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Lloyd Stanwood, Positive  
Description: Minor: Managing Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral 
 
 
The Quinceville Raffle (1911) 
Editor Ezra Higgins (Francis X. Bushman), editor of the Quinceville Bugle. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 25, 1911, p. 654.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Ezra Higgins, Clerk). Group. 
Ethnicity:  White (Ezra Higgins, Clerk). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Ezra Higgins). News Employee (Clerk). Miscellaneous 
Description: Major: Ezra Higgins, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Clerk, Negative. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
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The Ransom of Red Chief (1911) 
Newspaper Article offers an idea to two crooks to make some easy money.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, February 25, 1911, p. 435. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Reform Candidate (1911) 
Reporter Edith Sinclair (Mary Fuller) for the News. Editor (Charles M. Seay).  
 
Reporter Edith Sinclair works with the title character to expose corrupt politicians 
conspiring with a public utilities company. The candidate breaks up with his girlfriend 
when he refuses to go along with her father’s machine politics. Edith gets a scoop on the 
breakup, but tears up her notes when she sees how dejected the candidate is. She later 
gets evidence implicating the crooks and takes it to the candidate, rather than her editor. 
Various Sources 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 28, 1911, p. 314. 
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The Moving Picture World, November 11, 1911, p. 471. 
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The Moving Picture World, September 30, 1911, p. 957. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Female (Edith Sinclair).  Male (Editor) 
Ethnicity: White (Edith Sinclair, Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Edith Sinclair). Editor (Editor) 
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Description: Major: Edith Sinclair, Positive. 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
 
 
The Reporter (1911) 
Reporter Tom Penworth (Jack W. Johnson) works for the Gotham Gazette and is 
involved with a woman whose father commits suicide. The reporter is accused of murder. 
Another Reporter finds evidence to save him. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 11, 1911, p. 496. 

The Moving Picture World, December 2, 1911, p. 724.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Tom Penworth, Another Reporter).  
Ethnicity: White (Tom Penworth, Another Reporter). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Tom Penworth, Another Reporter).    
Description: Major: Tom Penworth, Positive 
Description: Minor: Another Reporter, Positive.  
 
 
The Reporter (1911) – Second Film released with Same Name 
The Reporter (Fred Walton). Editor Rosenbaum (Sam Pickens) of the Rising Sun. 
 

The Moving Picture World, July 1, 19011, p. 1526. 
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The Moving Picture World, July 8, 1911, p. 1585. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Reporter, Rosenbaum). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Reporter, Rosenbaum). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter), Editor (Rosenbaum). Miscellaneous.    
Description: Major: Reporter, Positive. 
Description: Minor: Rosenbaum, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
The Reporter’s Romance (1911) 
Magazine Journalist Editha Brawnson. 
 
Editha Brawnson, a successful magazine writer, receives a letter from the Managing 
Editor requesting her to secure a story depicting the life of the Underworld. Miss 
Brawnson determines to get the necessary data for her article by disguising herself as a 
habitué of the underworld and mingling with the people whose lives her facile pen will 
portray.  
 
She begins by entering a cheap saloon on the lower East Side. While there she discloses a 
large sum of money, which attracts the attention of old Mother Gessop, a habitué of the 
place. Mother Gessop persuades Editha to go with her, and introduces the daring young 
woman to the leader of a gang of notorious robbers. The chief of the gang of robbers, 
becoming suspicious of Editha, determines to put her to the test. He forces her to 
accompany him to a house, and awaits outside while Editha enters the place.  
 
As she is about to rifle the safe she is interrupted by Bert King, the owner. Surprised to 
find a woman engaged in such an occupation, King, nevertheless, thinks it his duty to 
give her up to the police. As he turns in an alarm Editha faints. Bert makes a careful 
scrutiny of his prisoner and discovers the letter from the Managing Editor, which 
disclosed to him Editha's identity. He sidetracks the police and allows Editha to depart. 
Bert subsequently sees Editha in her home; they marry and live happily ever after, and 
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the burglars are arrested and thrown into prison. The Moving Picture World, January 21, 
1911, p. 152. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Female (Editha Brawnson).  
Ethnicity: White (Editha Brawnson) 
Media Category: Magazine 
Job Title: Reporter (Editha Brawnson).  
Description: Major: Editha Brawnson, Positive.  
Description: Minor: None 
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The Soldier’s Return (1911) 
Newspaper story is wrong and it has serious repercussions. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 23, 1911, p. 1010 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified  
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Negative 
 
 
Somebody’s Mother (1911)  
Jimmy, a Newsboy. 
 

Lubin Films Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, October 28, 1911, p. 264.  
 
 

The Moving Picture World, November 11, 1911, pp. 470-471. 
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The Moving Picture World, October 28, 1911, p. 314. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Jimmy) 
Ethnicity: White (Jimmy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Jimmy) 
Description: Major: Jimmy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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The Star Reporter (1911) 
Star Reporter Bess Reynolds.  
 

The Moving Picture World, September 16, 1911, p. 824. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Female (Bess Reynolds). Male (Editor, Newsboy, Compositors). Group-2  
Ethnicity:  White (Bess Reynolds, Editor, Newsboy). Unspecified-2. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Bess Reynolds).  Editor (Editor). News Employee (Compositors,  
 Newsboy), Miscellaneous-2. 
Description: Major: Bess Reynolds, Very Positive.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Compositors, Newsboy, Miscellaneous-2, Neutral. 
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The Theft of Mona Lisa (1911) 
Journalist Fred. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 25, 1911, p. 666.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Fred). 
Ethnicity: White (Fred) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporter (Fred) 
Description: Major: Fred, Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Trailing the Counterfeiter (1911) 
Newspapers. When two sleuths read in the newspapers of a mystery, they set out to solve 
it.  
 

 
The Morning Picture World, October 7, 1911, p. 62 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Two Fugitives (1911) 
Newspaper article brings back the sordid past of a respectable citizen. 
 

  

 
The Moving Picture World, August 19, 1911, p. 463.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World July 29, 1911, pp. 222-223 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
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Type: Movie  
Genre: Western 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
The Vagabond (1911) 
Editor Lee. Typesetter George Hopkins (Phillips Smalley – The Vagabond). Foreman.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 29, 1911, p. 212. 
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The Moving Picture World, July 15, 1911, p. 66. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
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Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Lee, George Hopkins, Foreman). Group.  
Ethnicity:  White (Lee, George Hopkins, Foreman). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Lee). News Employee (George Hopkins, Foreman). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Lee, George Hopkins, Positive 
Description: Minor: Foreman, Negative. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
The Vows (1911) 
Reporter Walton 
 

The Moving Picture World, February 4, 1911, p. 249.  
 
Walton, religiously inclined, studies for the priesthood, and becomes a novice in a 
monastery. Before taking the vows he thinks he should see the world, and the old monk 
gives his consent, believing it is a harmless whim. The youth secures employment as a 
reporter and is assigned to interview a famous actress, Miss Carter. Her beauty and 
assumed air of domesticity and innocence infatuate him. Calling at her apartments 
unannounced, however, he surprises her in a wild gathering of stage people and fast 
young men, and the flowing wine and ribaldry appall him. With bitter arraignment he 
drives the guests away, and in a highly dramatic scene reproves Miss Carter. Shamed and 
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awed, she admits for the first time that she loves him, and the impetuous youth 
immediately plans for the wedding, rushing off to tell the good monk. The priest knows 
the pure-hearted boy would be happier in the bosom of the church, and that the marriage 
will bring disillusionment and woe, and pleads with Miss Caret to give Walton up, but 
she spurns him with angry scorn. Later, alone, she sees the wisdom of the priest, and 
when Walton calls she persuades him to go back to the church. This is one of the most 
impressive scenes ever witnessed. She accompanies Walton to the monastery, and as he 
kneels before the shrine she places the habit of his calling upon his shoulders, and with 
tears streaming from her eyes passes out into the world attain, followed by the 
benediction of the monks, while Walton, with bowed head, communes with God, a most 
touching and beautiful tableau. The Moving Picture World, January 28, 1911, p. 206.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Walton) 
Ethnicity: White (Walton)  
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Walton) 
Description: Major: Walton, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
When a Man’s Married His Trouble Begins (1911) 
Reporter (Edward R. Phillips) exchanges cameras by mistake with a married man causing 
all kinds of problems. 
 

The Moving Picture World, May 27, 1911, p. 1201 
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The Moving Pictures World, May 20, 1911, p. 1146 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Reporter) 
Ethnicity:  White (Reporter). 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter).  
Description: Major: Reporter, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Who Owns the Baby? (1911) 
Pack Journalists. 
 
The story of a baby left on a press agent’s doorstep and how it was the means of bringing 
crowds to a practically deserted theater. The discovery of the baby in the theater after a 
performance and the columns of newspaper space bolstered up the theater’s business, and 
in the end the innocent foundling was the means of making many hearts glad. The picture 
is interesting. The Moving Picture World, November 25, 1911, p. 637.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 4, 1911, p. 410.  
 
Status: Unknown 
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Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Positive 
 
 
The Winds of Fate (1911) 
Newspaper article changes the fate of a businessman. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, August 26, 1911, p. 540.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity:  Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified Newspaper Staff, Neutral 
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Legend 
 
Genres22   
Action-Adventure 
Animation  
Drama 
Comedy 
Crime-Mystery-Thriller 
Romance 
Satire-Parody 
Science Fiction-Horror 
Serial 
Sport 
True Story-Biography-Documentary 
War 
Western. 
 
Ethnicity-Race 
White – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle east 
or North Africa. 
Black or African-American – a person having origins in any of the Black racial groups 
of Africa. 
Hispanic or Latino – a person who classifies him/herself as Mexican, Mexican-Aerican, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban or anyone who indicates that they are “another hispanic, 
Latino or Spanish origin. 
American Indian or Alaska Native – a person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintains 
tribal affiliation or community attachment. 
Southeast and East Asian – Includes Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, 
Cambodian, residents of Hong Kong. 
Asian – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast 
Asia or the Indian subcontinent incuding, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand and Vietnam. 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – a person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa or other Pacific Islands. 
Unspecified – Mostly groups of journalists who are not easily identified by ethnicity.  
Also includes journalists who do not fit into ethnic categories, or were not identified as 
major or minor characters such as Asians, American Indian, and Indian people. 
 
 
Media-Category 
Newspaper 
Newsreel 
Magazine 
Radio 
Internet 
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Undefined (includes any media category that is undefined in the film) 
 

Job Titles 
There are 18 specific job titles. Here are the definitions. Note: these definitions are used 
for all of the IJPC studies so there will be job titles that weren’t created until long after 
the silent film era was over. They are included for consistency of definition. 
    
Anchor, Commentator: a person who presents news on television, radio, the Internet or 
other media, a news presenter also known as newsreader, newscaster, anchorman or 
anchorwoman, news anchor or simply anchor. This category also includes Commentator 
– a person who adds analysis and occasionally opinion to his or her news reports for any 
media, usually radio or television. Also can be a Radio Announcer. 
Columnist, Blogger: a person who writes a regular column or opinion piece for a 
newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, Internet site or any other medium.  
Critic: a professional judge of art, music, literature, who judges something specializing 
especially professionally in the evaluation and appreciation of literary or artistic works 
such as a film critic or a dance critic. Forms and expresses judgments of the merits, 
faults, value or truth of a matter.  
Cub Reporter: a person who is young and inexperienced and works in all media. An 
aspiring reporter who ends up in the job, a novice reporter, a trainee. Knows little about 
journalism. First job in journalism 
Editor, Producer: a person who assigns stories and edits copy for a newspaper, 
magazine, Internet or other medium. Usually referred to as a city editor, managing editor 
or editor-in-chief. This category also includes Producer and Executive Producer – a 
person who controls various aspects of a news program for television, radio, the Internet 
and other media. He or she takes all the elements of a newscast (video, graphics, audio) 
and integrates them into a cohesive show.  Title includes the producer of a specific news 
program, a field producer who is in charge of field production of individual news stories, 
a producer in charge of news programs. In many silent films, the publisher and editor are 
indistinguishable. If the journalist is primarily working as an editor -- gathering the news, 
writing the stories, headlines and editorials, being the person responsible for the 
production and distribution of the newspaper -- we use that job title (editor). If the 
journalist does little as an editor, but acts mostly as the owner making publishing 
decisions, we use that job title (publisher). 
Illustrator, Cartoonist: a person who provides decorative images to illustrate a story in a 
newspaper, magazine or other media. A commercial artist-journalist. A cartoonist creates 
drawings that depict a humorous situation often accompanied by a caption. Drawings 
representing current public figures or issues symbolically and often satirically as in a 
political cartoon. A caricaturist: drawing humorous or satirical cartoons.   
News Executive: a person at a broadcast station or network or other media who is in 
charge of the news department. Executive in charge of news.  A management position. 
Newsreel supervisor.  
News Employee: a person who works in any media with a non-descript job such as 
editorial assistant and other newsroom employees, printer and other workers in 
composition, telegraph operators, copy boy or girl, office boy or girl, newsboy or girl, 
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web developer, graphic designer, audio and video technician, multimedia artist, digital 
media expert.  Also includes Printer’s Devil, typically a young boy who is an apprentice 
in a printing establishment who performed a number of tasks, such as mixing tubs of ink 
and fetching type. 
Photojournalist and Newsreel Shooter: a person who creates still or moving images in 
order to tell a news story. Titles include photographer, cameraman, shooter, stringer, 
paparazzi and anyone else using a photographic device to make a photographic record of 
an event. Also includes newsreel cameramen and women. 
Publisher, Media Owner: a person who is a successful entrepreneur or businessman 
who controls, through personal ownership or a dominant position, a mass media related 
company or enterprise. Referred to as a media proprietor, media mogul, media baron. A 
publisher usually specifically refers to someone who owns a newspaper or a collection of 
newspapers. 
Reporter, Correspondent: a person who reports news or conducts interviews for 
newspapers, magazines, television, radio, Internet or any other organization that 
disseminates news and opinion. Referred to as a journalist, a newspaperman or woman, 
newsman or woman, a writer, a sob sister, a magazine writer.  A freelance writer for any 
multimedia.  
Real-Life Journalist: a person who exists in real life. Uses real name and real occupation in a 
fictional film or TV program. He is not played by an actor.  
Sports Journalist: a person who writes, reports or edits sports news and features for any 
media. Includes writers, reporters, editors, columnists, commentators, hosts, online 
specialists.  
War Correspondent, Foreign Correspondent: a correspondent is a person who 
contributes reports to a variety of news media from a distant, often remote, location, often 
covering a conflict of some sort. 
Press Conference Journalists: a person who attends a news conference or press 
conference in which newsmakers invite journalists to hear them speak and, most often, 
ask questions.  
Pack Journalists:  a person who joins other reporters chasing after stories. They often 
travel in packs, usually armed with television cameras and microphones. They cover fast-
breaking news by crowding, yelling, shouting, bullying and forcing their way into 
breaking news events. They often show up with their lights, cameras, microphones and 
digital recorders as they shout out questions to the usually reluctant newsmaker in 
question. Pack Journalism is also defined as journalism practiced by reporters in a group 
usually marked by uniformity of news coverage and lack of original thought or initiative. 
A pack of journalists can also be a group of reporters, photojournalists, war 
correspondents, freelance writers, even newsboys following a story or a specific activity. 
Miscellaneous: Individual journalists unidentified in the film or TV program as to job 
description. Usually in the background functioning as editorial and technical staff.  
Unidentified News Staff – Use of the news media – newspapers, magazines, radio, 
television, Internet, multimedia – by some unidentified news personnel or by some 
monolithic news organization as a significant plot point. Examples include articles or 
pieces that expose scandals and wrong-doing, provide erroneous information (such as a 
fake death), alert principals about some important news or events.  
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Descriptions 
Major Character  (Major) – a major character influences the outcome of the story or 
event. He or she is usually a leading character played by a major actor of the time. 
Minor Character (Minor) – a minor character does not play a significant role in the 
development of the film or TV program. He or she is usually a part of a larger group – i.e. 
journalists in a news conference or roaming around in packs, or those journalists who 
function as a part of the editorial or technical staff.  
 
Very Positive: This is the journalist as a heroic character. This is the journalist who does 
the right thing, who fights everyone and anything to get the facts out to the public. He or 
she often exposes corruption, solves a murder, catches a thief or saves an innocent. 
Everything he or she does is in the public interest. This is the kind of an image that makes 
the public believe that journalists are invaluable to any democracy. Journalists in a film 
would be evaluated as Very Positive (VP) if they have the following characteristics: 
 *Shows that the journalist is an unqualified hero – he or she does everything 
possible to get a story out to the public resulting in making the world a better place to 
live. 
 *Shows the public that journalism is an important profession that holds the public 
interest above all else, that without journalists representing the public interest, 
corporations, government and individuals would do terrible things. It makes the viewer 
feel that journalists are essential to making democracy work, to giving the public the kind 
of information it needs to make informative decisions in a democracy. 
 *Presents an unvarnished image of the journalist as a heroic, important member of 
society. 
  
Positive: These journalists will do anything to get a story that they believe is vital to the 
public interest, to the public welfare. They try to do their job without hurting anyone, 
basically people trying to do the right thing, but often frustrated by the system. They may 
be flawed, they may make mistakes, they may drink too much or quit their jobs in disgust, 
but they always seem to end up by doing the right thing by the end of the story.  
 *Shows the journalist often doing wrong things in pursuing stories that are in the 
public interest. The good the journalist does, however, outweighs the bad. 
 *Shows the public that even when journalists are offensive, their jobs are 
important in making a democracy work. 
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a hero than a villain. 
  
Transformative Positive: a journalist who conveys a negative image throughout the film  
constantly doing negative things (unethical behavior, drinking heavily, stealing, wearing 
disguises, committing crimes to get a story), but who in the end serves the public interest 
and transforms into a positive image. 
 
Transformative Negative: a journalist who conveys a positive image throughout the 
film, but ends up not serving the public interest and using the news media for personal, 
economic or political gain.  
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Negative: These journalists are villains because they use the precious commodity of 
public confidence in the press for their own selfish ends. They use the power of the media 
for his or her own personal, political, or financial gain. They care less about the public 
interest than their own interests. They are interested in making more money, gaining 
power, doing anything to get what they want.  
 *Show that the journalist ignores the public interest in favor of personal, 
economic or financial gain, thus losing the public’s respect.  
 *Shows the public that journalism is – more often than not – a profession that is 
more concerned with personal gain than serving the public interest. It makes the public 
suspicious of journalists and creates a bad impression of what journalism is all about.  
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a villain than a hero. 
 
Very Negative: These journalists often engage in unethical and often unlawful activities 
getting what they want at all costs, even committing murder or serious crimes. They are 
manipulative and cynical. Often, they are publishers who use their power to corrupt 
government or business, to take advantage of the public. They are cheaters who are only 
interested in what is good for them, no one else. They usually are involved with the 
tabloid or sensationalistic press and often make up the anonymous news media chasing 
after individuals without regard for their privacy or safety.  

*Show that the journalist is an unqualified villain who has no redeeming value, 
who has no concern for basic values, who will do anything to get what he or she wants 
regardless of the damage caused. 
 *Shows the public that journalism is a profession filled with arrogant, morally 
bankrupt individuals who only care about themselves and not about the public or an 
individual. These journalists ignore the public interest completely.  
 *Presents an unvarnished image of the journalist as a villain who engages in 
unethical and often unlawful activities including crime and murder. 
 
Neutral: These journalists usually make up the anonymous members of the press corps 
and usually can be seen at press conferences taking notes or reacting to what the person is 
saying. They are usually nondescript characters who are simply there as journalists doing 
their job without offending anyone. They are often in the background and figure slightly 
in the plot or action of the film or television program. They are not major characters.  
 
                                                
1Available on the Internet: Media History Digital Library: Online Access to the Histories of Cinema, 
Broadcasting and Sound offers a complete digital edition of the first 12 years of Moving Picture World, 
“the key motion picture trade publication that covered the film business during the transformation of the 
viewing experience from the nickelodeon to the movie palace.” Scanned from the original color magazines, 
the MHDL’s collection of Moving Picture World begins in 1907 and extends through June 1919, a 
collection of 70,000 pages, searchable and free. Moving Picture World, 1907-1926 is now available. 
http://mediahistoryproject.org/2012/08/06/the-complete-moving-picture-world-1907-1919/.   
2 Motion Picture News (1913-1929), available from Media History Project. 
3 Exhibitor’s Herald (1917-1927, available from Media History Project. 
4 Motography (1911-1918), available from Media History Project.  
5 Wid’s Daily (1918-1921), then became Film Daily (1922-1929), available from Media History Project. 
6 Variety, the best known and most important trade paper in the history of American entertainment, 1905-
1929, available from the Library of Congress, most libraries and the Media History Digital Library online 
edition. 
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7The New York Times Film Reviews, 1907-1929. Available online by titles. www.nytimes.com 
8 Billboard (1894-1921), available from the Media History Project. 
9 New York Clipper (1855-1923), available from Media History Project.  
10 Picture-Play Magazine  (1915-1929), available from Media History Project.  
11 The Bioscope, listing of silent film journals online, http://thebioscope.net/2010/02/28/silent-film-
journals-online/. 
12 Edison Company and the Biography Company publicity fliers contain extensive information on 
individual film titles. Some of their motion picture catalogues available at Rutgers, The Thomas Edition 
Papers (http://edison.rutgers.edu/index.htm).  Also available in various editions of The Moving Picture 
World, 1907-1926. 
13 Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc. Thanhouser Company was founded in 1909 and by 1917 
had released more than 1,000 silent films. Internet site: http://www.thanhouser.org/index.html 
14 Reel Life, 1913-1915, available from Media History Project.  
15 Especially valuable were reviews and commentaries in The Moving Picture World, Motion Picture News, 
Exhibitors Herald, The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily) and Variety, which were used extensively throughout this 
project.  
16 The Internet Movie Database (IMDb) is an online database of information related to films, television 
programs and video games, including cast, production crew, fictional characters, biographies, plot 
summaries, trivia and reviews. By June 2016, IMDb had approximately 3.7 million titles in its database. 
17 The AFI Catalog of Feature films is the most authoritative filmographic database on the web. It includes 
entries on nearly 60,000 American feature-length films and 17,000 short films produced from 1893-2011. 
Director Martin Scorsese wrote, “No other source of information is as complete and accurate, and no other 
source is produced with the scrupulous level of attention to scholarship and research as the AFI catalog.”  
The AFI catalog “is a unique filmographic resource providing an unmatched level of comprehensiveness 
and detail on every feature-length film produced in America or financed by American production 
companies. Detailed information on cast, crew, plot summaries, subjects, genres and historical notes are 
included for each film.” No page numbers are reference since the catalog can easily be references by 
searching a specific title.  
18 The Online IJPC Database includes more than 89,000 entries (2016) including 20,330 film titles. In 
addition, various online databases and Web sites, including the Internet Movie Database (IMDB), and 
Richard R. Ness’ definitive journalism filmography (From Headline Hunter to Superman: A Journalism 
Filmography) were searched for verification and new possibilities. 
19 Among the silent film sites of some value is Silent Hall of Fame (silent-hall-of-fame.org), which offers 
movie reviews and silent film videos.  
20 Ness, associate professor at Western Illinois University, is the chief film consultant-researcher and 
associate director of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture, a project of the Norman Lear Center, 
USC Annenberg. He is currently working on an updated edition of his classic filmography and has been 
instrumental in sharing new information received on films from 1890 to 1929. 
21 Kemp R. Niver, edited by Bebe Bergsten, The Library of Congress Print Collection, 1894-1912, 
University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles 1967. 
22 Many genre designations could include multiple designations. The first genre listed in the Internet Movie 
DataBase has been used for continuity purposes. When the IMDB fails to offer a genre, other sources were 
used to form a consensus.  


