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Although many of the silent films featuring journalists have been lost forever, a fairly 
accurate picture emerges through reviews and commentaries about the films when they 
first appeared on the screen. Publications referred to include The Moving Picture World1, 
Motion Picture News,2 Exhibitor’s Herald,3 Motography,4 The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily),5 
Variety,6 New York Times,7 Billboard8, New York Clipper,9 Picture-Play Magazine,10 The 
Bioscope11 as well as other publications including Edison Catalog and Biograph,12 
Thanhouser,13 Reel Life (Mutual Film Corporation).14 Descriptive critics15 offer detailed 
plot and character summations that often rival a viewing of the film itself in addition to 
capturing the mores and prejudices of the time.  
 
Three key references used throughout are the Internet Movie Database (IMDb – 
imdb.com),16 “the world’s most popular and authoritative source for movie, TV and 
celebrity content,” the American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films (afi.com), 17 and 
the online IJPC Database of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture Project.18 
These comprehensive databases were used in resolving conflicts involved in decisions 
concerning inclusion, date and genre determination, spelling and other details. 
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Another important online resource is the Silent Era Web site (www.silentera.com), a 
collection of news and information pertaining to silent era films, which also includes a 
comprehensive search feature and was invaluable in evaluating the status of any silent 
film included. The Web site also offers a complete listing of silent film websites.19 
 
Journalism film historian Richard R. Ness, in his book, From Headline Hunter to 
Superman: A Journalism Filmography,20 offers a definitive account of films featuring 
journalists from 1890 to 1929. His commentaries and capsule reviews were referred to 
throughout this project. 
 
Whenever possible, the silent films were viewed and annotated. But many silent films are 
either lost or their whereabouts unknown, and some prints only exist in various museums 
around the world. We have noted whether a film has been viewed or not by listing the 
film’s status and whether it was “Unavailable for Viewing,” “Not Viewed” or “Viewed.”   
 
The size and quality of the entries were dependent on the various sources involved. That 
is the reason some films are given a paragraph and some films are given several pages. 
The importance of a specific film on the image of the journalist in popular culture does 
not always coincide with the amount of space given that film.  It all depended on the 
availability and quality of the secondary source involved (periodicals covering the silent 
film era). Even an individual periodical changed over a period of time covering the films 
in less detail and even ignoring some films because of lack of space. We printed the best 
descriptions of the film available emphasizing the journalism in that film, or filling in 
important plot details necessary to understand in evaluating the final product for encoding 
purposes. If a film is located and screened, then more details are included under “video 
notes.”  
 
Each film is categorized by decade, genre, gender, ethnicity, media category, job title, 
and description (evaluation of the image presented by each journalist or group of 
journalists on a subjective scale from very positive and positive to negative and very 
negative, to transformative positive and transformative negative to neutral). For 
reference, a complete copy of the legend is printed at the bottom of each appendix. 
 
When a film features more than one journalist character, multiple instances of gender, 
ethnicity, job title, and description were recorded.  These results were checked and re-
checked until accuracy and consensus were confirmed.  
 
One of the key problems in doing a fair evaluation is that an audience may view a 
journalist positively even if that journalist acts in unethical and unprofessional ways. This 
can occur because of a variety of factors: an attractive actor in the role, a character the 
audience wants to succeed no matter what he/she does, a situation where the end (true 
love) outweighs the means (negative behavior on the part of the journalist). We have tried 
to evaluate the images as they might be conceived by the audiences of the period using 
the standards of the time, not the standards of today. While we might abhor a journalist 
who steals, lies, deceives, ignores basic rules of journalism and label his/her actions 
negative, the audiences of the period often considered such journalists heroes and judged 
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them as a positive image. Obviously some of these decisions are debatable even after 
hours of debate. This is a subjective category and we worked hard to reach consensus, but 
it is still a subjective description. However, any researcher can go through each appendix, 
check each film’s encoding, read the comprehensive reviews and determine whether the 
description should be revised.   
 
We divided characters identified as journalists into major and minor categories.  A major 
character influences the outcome of the story or event. He or she is usually a leading 
character played by a major actor of the time. A minor character does not play a 
significant role in the development of the film. He or she is usually a part of a larger 
group – i.e. journalists in a news conference or roaming around in packs, or those 
journalists who function as a part of the editorial or technical staff. Films with unnamed 
characters or characters who appeared briefly and then disappeared are included. 
 
Also included were groups of journalists who show up in films in news or press 
conferences, who travel in packs chasing after stories or are a group of reporters, war 
correspondents, freelance writers, even newsboys following a story or a specific activity. 
A “miscellaneous” category was created for individual journalists unidentified in the film 
as to job description and usually in the background functioning as editorial and technical 
staff.  
 
We decided to include films in which a newspaper story played a significant plot point.  
Examples include articles or pieces that expose scandals and wrong-doing, provide 
erroneous information (such as a fake death), alert principals about some important news 
or events that cause the characters to take important actions. Journalists in films with 
such articles were identified as “Unidentified News Staff.” 
 
We also made a decision to include scanned copies of the original reviews in the nine 
appendices whenever possible.  We felt this would make it easier for future researchers 
who would not have to search through original periodicals as we did. When an original 
review was barely readable, we would retype it for easier reading. Also, summary of the 
journalists/journalism in the film were also typed up.  
 
Finally, in many of the periodicals covering the silent film industry, there are occasional 
articles we believe would be of interest to this audience. We’ve added some at the end of 
each appendix. 
 
 

 
1910 

 
 
Adoring an Ad. (1910) (aka Adoring an Ad).  
Magazine Publisher 
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The Moving Picture World, January 29, 1910, p. 141.  
 
A young man reading a magazine at a railroad station misses his train because he is so 
intent upon admiring the picture of a girl which appears in an advertisement. 
Subsequently he is seen visiting the publisher of the magazine and the photographer who 
took the picture. His search avails him nothing; but by accident he meets her on the street, 
and to make the film good they fall immediately in love and hurry away to a clergyman. 
The reel which includes this subject also carries “Cupid, D.D.S.,” and tells a trivial story 
of a patient visiting a dentist to have a tooth extracted. He falls in love with the dentist’s 
office girl and they chase off to be married. Cupid gets quick action in moving pictures. 
WALT. Variety, January 29, 1910, p. 13 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Publisher, Photographer)  
Ethnicity: White (Publisher, Photographer) 
Media Category: Magazine 
Job Title: Publisher (Publisher). Photojournalist (Photographer) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Publisher, Positive, Photographer, Negative 
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The Arm of the Law (1910) 
Newsboy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Moving Picture World, December 17, 1910, p. 1432. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
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Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Positive 
 
 
At the Eleventh Hour (aka The Eleventh Hour) (1910) 
Reporters 
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The Moving Picture World, March 5, 1910, p. 349. 
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 Variety, March 12, 1910, p. 39. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 



Appendix 2 – 1910     9 

Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Neutral. 
 
 
The Beechwood Ghost (1910) 
Newspaper Article helps a young man get a kiss and win a bet. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 1, 1910, p. 772 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral, 
 
 
The Big Scoop (1910) 
Reporter Jim Connors (Edwin August) is a crack reporter on one of the large New York 
dailies.  
 
A graphic story of Panic Days on “The Street” and how a reporter regained his situation. 
IMDb Summary.  
 
The story of a young newspaper man’s restoration to grace through his getting on the trail 
of a crooked financial deal. The Moving Picture World, August 13, p. 360. 
 
Watch for “The Big Scoop” A Story of a Metropolitan Newspaper Reporter, Edison 
Films Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, 
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(Article continues): 
The next day Connors comes to his proper senses and at the solicitation of his wife 
promises to give up drink. Having made this resolution, he calls on the city editor and 
asks to be reinstated. Thinking that this is the old story repeated, the editor refuses to put 
Jim back to work. Connors appeals to the managing editor; it is useless as he stands by 
his subordinate.  
 
In a dejected mood Connors leaves the office. He strolls down to the business streets of 
New York and in an aimless sort of way reaches the banking section, hoping for some bit 
of information which might be of such value as to enable him to get a good story and 
place it with one of the papers. He has a fruitless afternoon and late that night is sitting in 
a café eating a light repast, when he overhears two men, evidently bankers, discussing in 
an earnest way some startling situation. As they rise to leave the place one of them loses a 
paper containing a lot of figures, and after their departure Connors picks up the paper. He 
can make nothing of the figures, but in the hope of something resulting follows the men 
from the café and through the banking streets of lower New York until they enter the side 
door of the Consolidated Trust Company. The door is closed immediately after their 
entrance, and Connors is prevented from seeing into the building by the shade being 
drawn just as he is about to look through the window.  
 
The lateness of the hour and the anxiety of the men make him feel certain that he is on 
the trail of a big "scoop." His reporter's instinct makes him positive of it. He therefore 
determines to get into the bank in some way and raps loudly on the window. This brings 
the night watchman to the scene, who demands to know what he wants. Connors informs 
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him that he has a document which belongs to the gentlemen who have just entered, and 
the watchman brings him into the bank.  
 
In the upper room meanwhile the directors, the treasurer, the cashier and several officers 
of the bank are in consultation with the State examiner, who is examining the standing of 
the bank and the condition of its affairs with a view to suspending the business. Connors 
is ushered into this room, and the cashier and president are greatly relieved at finding the 
figures which they have lost. The excitement attendant upon the discussion of these very 
figures makes everyone in the room lose sight of Connors. He realizes that his stay must 
be short, and he thinks rapidly. The telephone is on the table near the chair of the bank 
examiner, and he concludes that this will be a good means of hearing what is going on in 
the room without being personally present. Quickly cutting the end from a pen holder he 
inserts it under the hook of the telephone on which hangs the ear trumpet, thereby leaving 
the 'phone in operation. Replacing the trumpet, which is prevented from closing the 
connection by reason of the plug which he has inserted, Connors leaves the room. The 
bank switchboard is at the foot of the stairs on his way out, and he requests the watchman 
to allow him the privilege of telephoning to a friend. This the watchman at first refuses to 
do, but on Connors becoming graciously insistent he finally consents.  
 
As the watchman proceeds on his rounds through the bank Connors hears what is going 
on in the room above, particularly what is said by the bank examiner, and the result is 
most startling. Fortunately the watchman does not return until he has heard the finish of 
the bank examiner's assertion that he will close the bank on the following morning at 10 
o'clock. Adjusting the switchboard so that he can call the central office Connors rings up 
the office of the paper from which he has just been discharged and tells them he has a big 
"scoop" and will report to the office. At this juncture the watchman returns and he is 
forced to hang up the receiver. The message reaches the newspaper office where it causes 
great excitement for the reason that it is within twenty minutes of the hour at which the 
paper must go to press. A heated argument is precipitated between the night city editor 
and Jerry Smith, a close pal of Connors. The night city editor does not wish to stop the 
paper from going to press at the usual hour, and rather belittles the idea of Connors 
having a "scoop." Jerry Smith supports his friend in the matter, and the question of 
whether he will be given time or not is finally decided by the city editor allowing him 
until a few minutes of 1 o'clock to arrive at the office.  
 
We now follow Jim Connors in his effort to get to the reporters' room on time. Flash 
scenes between the room and the action of Jim on the street make a very exciting story. 
Jim wins in the race and secures the big "scoop" for his paper. The night city editor and 
the managing editor are both present when he breathlessly announces the news which 
their paper alone will cast abroad in the early hours of that very morning.  
 
Jim accepts the congratulations of his fellows but declines their proffered hospitality, and 
goes to his home and to the fond little wife who has been waiting all these hours for him. 
His long delay has made her worry and fear that perhaps Jim has again fallen from grace. 
She has given way to sleep, and her head is reclining on the table when Jim enters the 
room. She is at first doubtful when startled from her sleep, but the glad tidings which Jim 
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gleefully imparts to her awakens her to a full realization of the welcome fact that her 
husband has "made good" in more ways than one. The Moving Picture World, September 
3, 1910, p. 531. 
 

  
The Moving Picture World, September, 17, 1910, p. 631. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Jim Connors, Jerry Smith, City Editor, Managing Editor, Night City 

 Editor). Group. 
Ethnicity:  White (Jim Connors, Jerry Smith, City Editor, Managing Editor, Night 

 City Editor). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Jim Connors, Jerry Smith). Editor (City Editor, Managing Editor, 

Night City Editor).  Miscellaneous.  
Description: Major: Jim Connors, Positive 
Description: Minor: Jerry Smith, City Editor, Managing Editor, Night City Editor,  
 Positive.  Miscellaneous, Neutral.  
 
 
The Centenarian (1910) 
Reporters 
 
Do not wish for your friends a life one century long, for fear the things they may suffer 
on the celebration of their one-hundredth birthday will bring them more pain than 
pleasure. We present a laughable record of one centenarian's experience. Bontemps, the 
hero of our comedy, has come to the ripe old age of one hundred and it falls to his lot to 
be visited first by his children and grandchildren, then by reporters, photographers and 
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learned doctors, who rudely examine hair, teeth, eyes, muscles and joints. Crowds of 
tourists pay him honors. A fatiguing day is brought to a close by the entire town giving 
him a rousing reception. The Moving Picture World, May 21, 1910. p. 847. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Neutral. 
 
 
The Child Benefactor (1910). (aka Child as Benefactor, A Boy as Benefactor, Barnet 
som Velgorer). Germany  
Newsboy (Kai Voigt - Drengen) 
 
The newsboy rescues a would-be suicide. He is given work and restored to a decent place 
in society. – IMDB Summary.  
 

Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, January 15, 1910. p. 44 
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The Moving Picture World, January 15, 1910, p. 69.  
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – 1910     15 

Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
Type: Movie  
 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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A Child’s Impulse (1910) 
Newspaper Man 
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The Moving Picture World, July 2, 1910, p. 37 
 
Status: Print Exists 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newspaper Man)  
Ethnicity: White (Newspaper Man) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Newspaper Man) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newspaper Man, Neutral 
 
 
A Child’s Stratagem (1910) 
Newsboy Jimmy 
 
Mrs. Walton is one of those jealous-natured women who misconstrues every act of 
civility on the part of her husband towards any one of the female sex. In truth, she has no 
grounds for such feelings, as Mr. Walton is the most devoted of husbands and the kindest 
of fathers. Every trivial matter that can be construed circumstantial is the food for a 
quarrel. These quarrels are always in the presence of their little ten year old daughter. So 
frequent are these discussions that the child, though young, begins to fear for the future. 
The worst comes when one evening a party of lady friends call on Mrs. Walton; one of 
them deliberately tries to elicit Mr. Walton's attentions. He quite innocently and 
courteously acknowledges her, what he merely assumes cordiality. However, Mrs. 
Walton's eye is ever on the designing lady, and foolishly imagines her husband attracted. 
After the visitors have departed there is the worst storm yet, and a separation seems 
inevitable. All this transpires with the child as a witness. Next morning Mrs. Walton 
packs her trunk and leaves a note to her husband on the breakfast table to the effect that 
she is determined to begin divorce proceedings. The little one now intervenes, but with 
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poor success. Young as she is, she appreciates the enormity of the affair and is at a loss to 
prevent it. While she is sitting pondering at the table, an article in the newspaper 
concerning a Black Hand kidnapping strikes her gaze. The very thing! Supposing 
something could happen to her, everybody would become alarmed and excited and 
mamma and papa would no doubt forget their own differences in their efforts to lift the 
veil of mystery from her. Fine! She at once puts the scheme into effect by writing a letter 
to her mamma and another to her papa ostensibly from the Black Hand to the effect that 
she has been kidnapped. Dispatching the letter, she goes to hide at her aunt's home. 
Arriving at her aunt's house, she finds the place vacant, the aunt having moved. There is 
nothing for her do put to stroll and kill time. This she does, but wandering so far she loses 
her way, and falls into the company of some poor but honest folk. Telling them her 
address, Jimmy, the newsboy, volunteers to escort her home. Meanwhile, Mr. and Mrs. 
Walton are thrown into a state of wild excitement and in their endeavors to locate their 
missing child forget all else. Hither, thither the search is made, but in vain, and they are 
both on the verge of mental collapse, when the little one, escorted by the gallant 
newsboy, enters. She then makes clear the reason for her escapade. The parents now 
realize how foolish they have been and what their little tot has taught them. The Moving 
Picture World, December 10, 1910, p. 1366.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Positive 
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Converted Deacon (1910) 
Newspaper Article gives the farmer a clue to a mystery. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, July 16, 1910, p. 163 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Count That Counted (1910) 
Reporter Jimmy Little (Augustus Carney – “Jimmy Little, a Lowly Reporter)” of the 
Daily Howl.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, September 3, 1910, p. 518.  
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The Moving Picture World, August 20, 1910, p. 425.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance 
Gender: Male (Jimmy Little, Jack Horning)  
Ethnicity: White (Jimmy Little, Jack Horning) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporter (Jimmy Little, Jack Horning) 
Description: Major: Jimmy Little, Positive 
Description: Minor: Jack Horning, Transformative Negative 
 
 
A Dainty Politician (1910) 
Reporter John Willette of the Daily Globe 

The Moving Picture World, August 27, 1910, p. 442. 

Apparently someone connected with the Thanhouser Company has learned something of 
ward politics, and the methods of controlling a convention are very clearly and bluntly 
stated. It isn't always possible to expose plots such as this one was exposed, but it would 
have been a good thing if it could be done.... The situations are dramatically worked out 
and the interest never flags from the beginning to the end. A love story adds a certain 
degree of interest to the picture, and the development of the plot is strengthened by the 
young people's lovemaking. The Moving Picture World, September 3, 1910, p. 521. 

This story of political manipulation may be overdrawn and lack plausibility, but it has 
interest and the acting is adequate. A party 'boss' and a professor are rivals for a 
nomination for Congress. A third candidate holds the balance of power and is about to 
sell his following to the 'boss,' but the professor's daughter and the reporter have heard 
the deal arranged over the telephone, expose the plot in the convention, and the professor 
is nominated - likewise the reporter is nominated for the girl's best fellow. The New York 
Dramatic Mirror, September 3, 1910, p. 29.  
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and acclaim the two lovers who made that nomination possible.The Moving Picture 
World, August 27, 1910, p. 485 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (John Willette)  
Ethnicity: White (John Willette) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporter (John Willette) 
Description: Major: John Willette, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Dancing Girl of Butte (1910) 
Newspaper Artist-Illustrator Howard Raymond (Owen Moore).  
 
This release from the Biograph studios has all the lurid elements of a “family story 
paper” series novel with all the dramatic liberties and violence against known traditions 
that the term implies. Material and worldly accuracy is flung to the winds in the interest 
of romance.  The producer tries to tell us that a young man who is an art devotee, 
employed on a newspaper would fall in love with a dancer in a low honk-tonk (evidences 
are furnished a-plenty to show that beside drinking and reveling the young woman is no 
better than she ought to be) and that even when his eyes are opened to her life, would 
marry her and live happily ever after. Such a plot might be good enough for a “family 
story paper” fairy tale, but it’s a heavy morsel for adult digestion. The acting is excellent, 
the principals being familiar figures in the Biograph company, and the narrative is 
developed most entertainingly, but, reduced to terms of real, daylight reality, the story is 
ridiculous. Pretty natural scenery and well-constructed stage interiors contribute not a 
little to save the piece from failure. RUSH. Variety, January 16, 1910, p. 13. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, January 22, 1910, p. 91. 
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The Moving Picture World, January 8, 1910. p. 25.  
 

 
Biograph Advertisement The Moving Picture World, January 5, 1910.  p. 26.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Howard Raymond). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Howard Raymond). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
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Job Title:  Illustrator (Howard Raymond). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Howard Raymond, Positive 
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous, Neutral 
 
 
The Detective’s Dream (1910) 
Newspaper Article pits detective against a defiant criminal 
 

 

 
The Moving Picture World, August 6, 1910, pp. 311, 313 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Double (1910) 
Newspaper Article announces the death of a loved one. 
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The Moving Picture World, November 12, 1910,  p. 1130. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Romance 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Foolshead, Chief of the Reporters (1910) (aka Foolshead, King of Reporters, 
Cretinetti re dei giornalisti – France) 

 
Foolshead (Andre Deed as Cretinetti) is a funny character this time taking the role of a 
reporter. 
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Foolshead is one of the most active knockabout comedians in moving picturedom, and 
whatever he graces with his lively presence is certain to be above the ordinary, so far as 
his part is concerned at least. The Moving Picture World, July 2, 1910, p. 26 in a review 
of The Distractions of Foolshead. 
 
Foolshead was one of the most famous Continental comedians of the early silent film, 
and this film is typical of his work. He is ordered by his newspaper to attend and report a 
wedding.  He is thrown out by the footman but each time returns by some new device, 
dressing as a servant, getting inside a basket of flowers, or climbing a painter’s rope. 
When he is found in the bridal chamber the enraged guests can contain themselves no 
longer and chase him back to his office, where they are eventually routed by the reporters 
with a shower of manuscripts and papers. The National Film Library, Catalogue of the 
Lending Section, The British Film Institute, England, September 1946, Revised February, 
1948, p. 10 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, March 19, 1910, p. 427. 
 
Status: Print in the British Film Institute 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Foolshead). Group 
Ethnicity:  White (Foolshead). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Foolshead). Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: Foolshead, Positive 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Positive 
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For the Sunday Edition (1910) 
Cub Reporter gets tip on smuggling operation, disguises himself as a convict, and 
infiltrates the gang. Newspaper Office Staff.  
 

 

 
The Moving Picture World, August 20, 1910, p. 431. 
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A melo-dramatic newspaper love story, of a somewhat dime novel flavor. The reporter, 
captured, is helped by the girl who leads the gang. He sends carrier pigeons to his office, 
which squares well with the story. But the inference is that the girl, in summoning 
assistance, sends to the office one of her own carrier pigeons. Just where did she find a 
pigeon so intelligent that it could be sent at will? The knowledge would be extremely 
valuable. There is plenty of action in the story, and heart interest is supplied by the heart 
of the maid responding to the heart of the man, as it was in days of yore.  
The Moving Picture World, September 17, 1910, p. 632. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Young Reporter). Group  
Ethnicity: White (Young Reporter). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Cub Reporter (Young Reporter). Miscellaneous (Newspaper Office Staff). 
Description: Major: Young Reporter, Positive. 
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous, Positive 
 
 
From Tyranny to Liberty (1910) 

 
Editor (Marc McDermott) of a newspaper “Freedom” in Russia.  Assistant on the 
Newspaper. Editor’s wife (Mlle. Pilar Morin) 
 
“From Tyranny to Liberty,” a story of Russian oppression, which is said to splendidly 
fulfill its purpose in providing her with a series of dramatic situations which call for the 
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wildest display of her wonderful dramatic art. The Moving Picture World, August 13, 
1910, p. 360. 
 
A big feature film, the action being laid in Russia and dealing with the publication of a 
newspaper “Freedom,” the editor’s wife being Mlle. Pilar Morin. Intensely dramatic and 
emotional yet working out to an unexpected and happy denouement.  Length 975 feet. 
Advertisement, Edison Films, The Moving Picture World, August 27, p. 476.  
 
The editor (Marc McDermott) of a revolutionary paper in Russia is betrayed in an 
anonymous letter sent to the authorities by his assistant. The secret police search the 
editor’s house and find his printing office. During the raid, the man telephones his wife 
from a subterranean nihilist meeting place. Discovering who is at the other end of the 
line, the Russian officer in charge whips the wife and threatens her child in order to force 
the woman to tell her husband to come home. But when the traitorous assistant enters, 
she contrives to have him mistaken as the editor. The nihilist and his family later flee to 
America. Michael Slade Shull, Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929: A 
Filmography and History, pp. 153-15421 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Editor, Assistant). Female (Editor’s Wife)  
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Assistant, Editor’s Wife) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Editor (Editor). News Employee (Assistant, Editor’s Wife). 
Description: Major: Editor, Editor’s Wife, Positive. Assistant, Very Negative.  
Description: Minor: None 
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Gallegher (1910) 
Cub Reporter-Copy Boy Gallegher. The Editor. Reporter, Gallegher’s Friend. Newspaper 
Office. Press Room.  
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The Moving Picture World, April 16, 1910, p. 611. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, May 7, 1910, p. 736 
 
Edison Feature Film for Next Week: Gallegher. Richard Harding Davis’ great newspaper 
story dramatized by the author. The pantomime portrayed of the cleverness of the 
newspaper “kid” who got on the trail of a murderer, wormed his way into a prime fight 
and out again after the criminal’s arrest, stole a cab, and won a “scoop” for his paper will 
excite the admiration of young and old. An exciting and absorbing film. 985 feet. 
Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, April 23, 1910, p. 653.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
  
Type: Movie  
Genre: Crime 
Gender: Males (Gallegher, Editor, Star Reporter). Group-2 
Ethnicity: White (Gallegher, Editor, Star Reporter). Unspecified-2 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Cub Reporter (Gallegher).  Reporter (Star Reporter). Editor (The Editor).  
 Miscellaneous-2. 
Description: Major: Gallegher, Positive. Star Reporter, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous-2, Neutral.   
 
 
The Girl Reporter (1910) 

 
Reporters May Merrill and Will Marshall work for the Daily Wave. 
 
A love story with the scenes laid in a newspaper office, and requiring some clever 
detective work on the part of the girl. Anyhow she succeeds in clearing her sweetheart of 
false accusations and places the blame where it belongs on the shoulders of his former 
employee. The Moving Picture World, September 3, 1910, p. 521. 
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The Moving Picture World, August 20, 1910, p. 429.   

This film points a moral and adorns a tale. Clean as a hound's tooth, sweet as a nut. Full 
of life. The tale of the triumph of a courageous girl, backed by an inimitable office boy, 
and the downfall of the grafter are well planned and well rendered. The copy room set 
our mind flying back to our own 'cub' days. By the way, the paper on the wall of the 
traction company office is somewhat weird. A good, healthy, vigorous production in 
every sense. Walton, The Moving Picture News, August 20, 1910 (page number 
unavailable). 

This film story has melodramatic interest, and the acting is good, but the means by which 
some of the incidents are brought about will not stand the acid test. For instance, if a 
political boss wants to 'shake down' a traction company for $5,000, would he submit the 
proposition in writing? A young man reporter, who is in love with a girl reporter, has 
become the private secretary of the boss, and is the person who delivers the demand for 
the $5,000. The traction officials mark the bills and deliver the money, but the boss 'gets 
wise' and shifts the suspicion on his secretary, who is arrested. But the girl comes to the 
rescue. She engages herself as the secretary's successor and succeeds in getting the boss' 
accomplice to tell all about the deal, while witnesses in hiding are taking down his words. 
The scenes in the newspaper reporters' room would have been more convincing in the 
first scene if the staff had been more busy in writing copy instead of waving their arms 
and moving about. The New York Dramatic Mirror, August 27, 1910, p. 28. 

Here is a delineation of the grinding of a great modern newspaper mill as the public best 
likes to see it - from the inside. It is an intimate study of press and politics and it will be a 
revelation to you and it of course includes one of those Thanhouser love affairs that your 



Appendix 2 – 1910     38 

patrons so yearn for. Advertisement, The New York Dramatic Mirror, August 20, 1910, 
p. 29.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Female (May Merrill). Male (Will Marshall, Pete, Editor). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (May Merrill, Will Marshall, Pete, Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category:  Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporters (May Merrill, Will Marshall). News Employee (Office Boy Pete).  
 Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major:  Mary Merrill, Will Marshall, Positive 
Description: Minor: Pete the Office Boy, Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
The Great Scoop (1910) – France 
Office Boy-Cub Reporter. Chief Reporter. Editor.  
 
The spectator is divided in mind as to whether this is an entirely comedy subject or the 
intention is to give it a dramatic turn. If the latter is the case the purpose has gone astray. 
 
An office boy in a Paris newspaper office is discharged for a piece of boyish mischief. He 
tells the news to his sorrowing widowed mother, and then starts out to look for another 
job. He is unsuccessful, but, stopping in a café for a drink (let us hope in behalf of the 
censors that it was only ginger ale), hears two thieves plan a big robbery in a banker’s 
mansion. He hastens back and tells the chief reporter of the newspaper all about it. 
Together they go to the house and watch the robbers at work. The two are themselves 
arrested, but the boy does a getaway with the reporter’s copy and delivers it to the editor 
(an incident probably filched from Richard Harding Davis’s short story “Gallagher.”). 
For this service he is reinstated on the paper as a boy reporter. The scream of the film, 
however, is that newspaper office. It looks more like the ante-room of a dentist’s 
establishment and the editorial staff shows the same degree of frenzied activity as a group 
of New York messenger boys. Rush., Variety, March 19, 1910, p. 17. 
 
Fired for insubordination by his newspaper-editor boss, a brash copy boy is forced to 
seek out new employment so he can support his ailing mother. While mulling over his 
troubles in a restaurant, the boy overhears two crooks plotting to rob a wealthy banker. 
He rushes off to alert the editor, who joins forces with the boy in hopes of catching the 
crooks in the act. Alas, the "good guys" are arrested instead of the "bad guys," but there's 
still plenty of time for the boy to rout the villains and emerge a hero. It is possible that 
The Great Scoop was inspired by Richard Harding Davis' Gallegher stories. Hal 
Erickson, Rovi.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Cub Reporter, Chief Reporter, Editor). Group 
Ethnicity: White (Cub Reporter, Chief Reporter, Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Cub Reporter (Cub Reporter). Reporter (Chief Reporter). Editor (Editor).  
 Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Cub Reporter, Positive  
Description: Minor: Chief Reporter, Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral.  
 
 
Hard Cash (1910) 
Newspaper article is bad news for a banker. 
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The Moving Picture World,  pp. 489-490. 
 
Status: Unknown  
Unavailable for Viewing.   
 
Type: Movie   
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper  
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff  
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral   
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Her First Husband’s Return (1910) 
Newspaper clipping corrects erroneous report. Husband was not killed. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World December 10, 1910, p. 1368. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Her Romance (1910) 
Newsboy 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 11, 1910, p. 980 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 25, 1910, p. 1102. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Iconoclast (1910) 
Printer (Henry B. Walthall). Publisher-Owner (George Nichols), the worker’s employer.  
 

 
Variety, October 8, 1910, p. 12 
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The Moving Picture World, October 8, 1910, p. 820.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Printer, Publisher) 
Ethnicity: White (Printer, Publisher) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  News Employee (Printer). Publisher (Publisher). 
Description: Major: Printer, Transformative Positive.  Publisher, Positive. 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
In the Nick of Time (1910) 
Newspaper Reporter. 
 
This is one of the best film releases of the week. Edison has done nobly. There is interest 
in the plot, action in the development and the actors do better than Edison players are 
given to doing. A company of militiamen are employed and the interesting details of 
constructing a pontoon bridge are shown briefly, but clearly. The bridge, which is blown 
up as part of the plot, was clearly a specially built structure for it does not properly join 
the road which passes along both sides of the river which it pans. Clearly there has been a 
goodly expenditure of money in making the production and it is fortunate that the 
completed film turned out as well as it did. The photographic results in a bank interior ar 
not all that might be wished for, but the out-of-door scenes, lively automobile running, 
soldiers drilling and the pontoon bridge thing has been capitally caught by the camera and 
well developed in the process. 
 
A dishonest bank official, in the hope of covering his peculations on the day before a 
bank examiner is due, causes a newspaper reporter to turn in a story of the bank’s 
insolvency, a “run” naturally resulting. The president of the bank telegraphs for aid in a 
nearby town and as it is after train time, his daughter volunteers to make the round trip in 
an automobile. The dishonest official gives chase in a horse and carriage. To prevent their 
return with the money, he blows up the bridge which the girl in the automobile must 
cross. Upon arriving at the destroyed bridge the girl fortunately meets a company of 
militiamen on practice march. They build a pontoon bridge for her and she crosses in 
safety. The defaulter stops them at a cross-road, attempts to shoot the occupants of the 
automobile, but is himself killed by a guard who has come along with the money. Of 
course the girl gets to the bank in time to stop the “run” by turning loose the bundles of 
currency which she has brought to the rescue. The pontoon bridge, by the way, came near 
being a “fliver,” for, after the auto dashes across the pontoons, there is an instant of the 
reel which shows where the planking has been torn up by the passing machine; which 
also adds to the interest of the film. Walt. Variety, January 22, 1910, p.15.  
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – 1910     46 

 
The Moving Pictures World, January 22, 1910, p. 101.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Newspaper Reporter) 
Ethnicity:  White (Newspaper Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Newspaper Reporter)  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newspaper Reporter, Negative 
 
Jack Fat and Jim Slim at Coney Island (1910) 
Newspaper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Moving Picture World, December 17, 1910,  p. 1428 
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Status: Unknown  
Unavailable for Viewing.   
Type: Movie   
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper  
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff  
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Keeping His Word (1910) 
Newsboy. 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 5, 1910, p. 1070. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Very Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Light in the Window (1910) 
Newspaper Article on the wreck of a ship killing everyone aboard causes a woman to 
grieve for the loss of her lover. But the story was wrong and the man survived.  
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The Moving Picture World,  December 31, 1910, p. 1548. 
 
Status: Unknown  
Unavailable for Viewing.   
 
Type: Movie   
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper  
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff  
Description: Major: None  
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Little Angels of Luck (1910) 
Newspaper story alerts wife about a disaster. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, September 10, 1910, p. 587 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group   
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper  
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
The Mad Dog Scare (1910) 
Weekly Bugle Article warns everyone to beware of mad dogs. 
 

 
Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, July 23, 1910, p. 180  
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The Moving Picture World, August 6, 1910, p. 297. 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral. 
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The Marked Time-Table (1910) 
Newspaper headline, “Wild Prank of Spendthrift Youths. They wreck a tenderloin bar 
and then settle with proprietor, Tom Powers, the leader” causes a family to reprimand the 
son who has a history of unsavory incidents.  
 



Appendix 2 – 1910     55 

 



Appendix 2 – 1910     56 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 25, 1910, p. 1113 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
 
The Mermaid (1910) 
Reporter of local newspaper 
 
John Gary runs a summer hotel at a charming spot on the seashore, but he has been 
unable to induce people to stop there, and at the opening of the picture is seen lamenting 
the fact that there is not a single guest's name on his hotel register.  
 
At this juncture his daughter, Ethel, returns from school. Ethel is an expert swimmer, and 
on reading in the paper the rumor that a mermaid has made several appearances in the 
waters of the Atlantic, he decides to have his daughter pose as the mysterious Lady of the 
Sea. He wisely conjectures that a handy mermaid will bring guests.  
 
With Ethel clad in appropriate costume, and seated upon the rocks in true mermaid 
fashion, her father persuades the reporter of the local paper to take a look at the 
phenomena. The newspaper man is greatly impressed with the spectacle and obtains a 
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photo of the mermaid, which he publishes. The mermaid gains wide publicity and 
vacationists arrive from far and near to see her.  
 
Tom, Dick and Harry, a trio of city sports, jump into bathing suits and the water, each 
bent on capturing the mermaid. She eludes them all, however, and the mystery is not 
cleared up until Ethel, in a pretty tailored suit, presents herself to the guests and explains 
the joke. By this time Gary's hotel is famous, and the owner is certain of a big summer 
business. The Moving Picture World, July 30, 1910, p. 267. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Newspaperman)  
Ethnicity: White (Newspaperman) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Newspaperman) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newspaperman, Positive 
 
 
Mr. A. Jonah (1910) 
Editor. Printing Staff.  
 
We find the interior of a country printing office. Business is bad and conditions worse. 
Coal is out and rent is due. The enterprising editor devises a scheme, breaks up the 
window seat, and together with the office force attacks the coal man passing, who returns 
the fusillade of sticks by pelting them with lumps of coal. When the smoke of battle has 
cleared away there is enough coal on the ground to fill the bin and save the day.  
The Moving Picture World, April 23, 1910, p. 657. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Editor, Printing Staff)  
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Printing Staff) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). News Employee (Printing Staff).   
Description: Major: Editor, Printing Staff, Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
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The New Reporter (1910) 
Society Reporter 
 
A society reporter breaks into a dentist’s home by mistake. British Film Catalogue: Two 
Volume Set – The Fiction Films/The Non-Fiction Films, edited by Denis Gifford, p. 87. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Female (Society Reporter)  
Ethnicity: White (Society Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Society Reporter) 
Description: Major: Society Reporter, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
A Newspaper Error (1910) 
Reporter mixes up the names of two sisters in an article causing problems when he prints 
incorrect information about an engagement. 
 

 
Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, April 23, 1910, p. 628.  
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The Moving Picture World, April 23, 1910, p. 664 
   
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Reporter) 
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Ethnicity: White (Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Reporter, Negative 
 
 
The Phoenix (1910) 
Reporter (Wallace Reid – Young Reporter22.).   
 
A young newspaper reporter rescues the heroine from drowning and from being burned 
to death. Reid was quoted as saying, “I landed my first job because I could swim…I 
saved a heroine from the icy waters of Lake Michigan and then from a burning building 
in the same movie.” E.J. Fleming, Wallace Reid: The Life and Death of a Hollywood 
Idol,23 p. 25 
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The Moving Picture World, July 10, 1910. p. 101. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Young Reporter)  
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Ethnicity: White (Young Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Young Reporter) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Young Reporter, Positive 
 
 
Playing at Divorce (1910) 
Newspaper Article announcing their parents’ divorce is read by their children who didn’t 
know their parents were ending the marriage. 
 

 

 
The Moving Picture World, p. 1548. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
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Gender:  Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff   
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral. 
 
 
Poetical Jane (1910) 
Editor. 
 

 
Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, June 18, 1910, p. 1060. 
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The Moving Picture World, June 25, 1910, p. 1115. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Editor) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
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Politics  (1910) 
Editor Silas Brown of the Locusville Herald. 
 
This is an interesting comic, well worked out. The film results from an attack made by 
the editor of a newspaper upon a candidate for office. The daughter of the candidate and 
the son of the editor are in love, but have not told their parents. When the editor’s attack 
is printed it throws both families into a broil, and the young lovers have a hard time 
straightening out the difficulty. Finally in despair they marry anyhow, and when the 
ceremony is performed call both sets of parents to the parsonage in the middle of the 
night. To make the fun the inconsistent plan is adopted of showing the parents in bare 
feet and night clothes. Everything is made up between the families when they find their 
children have wed. The film contains many amusing situations and be rated good. Walt.  
Variety, February 12, 1910 
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The Moving Picture World, February 5, 1910, p. 183. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
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Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Silas Brown)  
Ethnicity: White (Silas Brown) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Silas Brown) 
Description: Major: Silas Brown, Transformative Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Sage, the Cherub and the Widow (1910) 
Newspaper article sets up the story. When you see it in the newspapers, you know it is so.   
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 15, 1910, p. 886 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff.   
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral. 
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Shadows and Sunshine (1910) 
Police Reporter saves the day. 
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The Moving Picture World, December 3, 1910, p. 1307 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Reporter)  
Ethnicity: White (Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Cub Reporter) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Reporter, Very Positive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – 1910     71 

Tangled Lives (1910) 

 
Hastings, a young reporter  

A shortage is discovered in the accounts of John Hill, a young bank cashier. The manager 
of the bank agrees to give him three days' time in which to make good the shortage. John 
confides in his young wife, May, and a young reporter interviews May about her 
husband's shortage. He becomes interested in the plucky young woman, and decides to 
suppress the story. The husband fails to raise the money, and leaves his clothes, with a 
note telling of his intended suicide, on a wharf at the water's edge. After five years the 
young reporter wins May for his bride. On the day of their wedding, John is attracted to 
the house where the ceremony is to take place. Hearing of the many rich gifts which the 
bride has received, he enters the house, and witnesses a love scene between the young 
reporter and his (John's) wife. He finds it impossible to escape by the way he entered, and 
attempts to leave by the floor window, falls to the ground and is killed. Here Hastings 
finds him, and has the body carried away, and leads May to the altar. The Bioscope, 
December 22, 1910. 

Another variant of Enoch Arden, with a newspaperman interjected. The resurrected 
undesirable husband is cleverly eliminated. The coincidences are too miraculous to suit a 
plain newspaperman. Walton, The Moving Picture News, September 24, 1910. 
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The Moving Picture World, September 17, 1910, p. 655. 
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The New York Dramatic Mirror, September 21, 1910, p. 32.   
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Hastings). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Hastings). Unspecified. 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Hastings), Pack Journalists. 
Description: Major: Hastings, Positive 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Neutral 
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Through the Clouds (1910) 
Newspaper Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Moving Picture World, December 10 1910, p. 1366 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Thriller 
Gender:  Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff   



Appendix 2 – 1910     75 

Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral. 
 
 
The Tide of Fortune (1910 
Newsgirl. The little girl selling newspapers accosts a man who tells her he doesn’t want a 
paper, but he pities her, and reaching down for change, takes one look at her face: it’s his 
own sister! 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, p. 128, January 29, 1910 
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The Moving Picture World, p. 108, January 22, 1910 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Female (Newsgirl)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsgirl) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  News Employee (Newsgirl)  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsgirl, Positive 
 
 
The Tie That Binds (1910) 
Newspaper Reporter 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 10, 1910, p. 1358. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Reporter) 
Ethnicity:  White (Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter) 
Description: Major: Reporter, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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Twixt Loyalty and Love (1910) (aka ‘Twixt Loyalty and Love) 
Managing Editor Frank McCracken of The Daily Call. Owner of The Daily Call.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 3, p. 1312. 
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Magnificent newspaper drama. The scenario was written by a newspaper man who knows 
the game from printer’s devil to managing editor. The Moving Picture World, November 
26, 1910, p. 1268 
 

The Moving Picture World, December 24, 1910, p. 1479. Lists film title as “’Twixt Love 
and Loyalty.” 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Frank McCracken, Owner, Make-Up Man, Foreman). Group-2. 
Ethnicity:  White (Frank McCracken, Owner, Make-Up Man, Foreman). Unspecified-2 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Frank McCracken). Publisher (Owner). News Employee (Make-Up  
 Man, Foreman). Miscellaneous (Editorial and Composing Rooms).  
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Description: Major: Frank McCracken, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Publisher, Positive.  Make-Up Man, Foreman, Positive.  
 Miscellaneous-2, Neutral 
 
 
An Unselfish Love (1910) 
Newspaper Article creates a vicious love triangle. 
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The Moving Picture World, September 17, 1910, p. 643 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff   
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 2 – 1910     83 

A Wireless Romance (1910) 
Newspaper Article creates a scandal by mentioning a woman’s name associated with a 
wager made in a drinking brawl at a public café. 
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The Moving Picture World, July 16, 1910, p. 151 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance 
Gender:  Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff   
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Legend 

 
Genres24   
Action-Adventure 
Animation  
Drama 
Comedy 
Crime-Mystery-Thriller 
Romance 
Satire-Parody 
Science Fiction-Horror 
Serial 
Sport 
True Story-Biography-Documentary 
War 
Western. 
 
Ethnicity-Race 
White – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle east 
or North Africa. 
Black or African-American – a person having origins in any of the Black racial groups 
of Africa. 
Hispanic or Latino – a person who classifies him/herself as Mexican, Mexican-Aerican, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban or anyone who indicates that they are “another hispanic, 
Latino or Spanish origin. 
American Indian or Alaska Native – a person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintains 
tribal affiliation or community attachment. 
Southeast and East Asian – Includes Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, 
Cambodian, residents of Hong Kong. 
Asian – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast 
Asia or the Indian subcontinent incuding, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand and Vietnam. 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – a person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa or other Pacific Islands. 
Unspecified – Mostly groups of journalists who are not easily identified by ethnicity.  
Also includes journalists who do not fit into ethnic categories, or were not identified as 
major or minor characters such as Asians, American Indian, and Indian people. 
 
 
Media-Category 
Newspaper 
Newsreel 
Magazine 
Radio 
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Internet 
Undefined (includes any media category that is undefined in the film) 
 

Job Titles 
There are 18 specific job titles. Here are the definitions. Note: these definitions are used 
for all of the IJPC studies so there will be job titles that weren’t created until long after 
the silent film era was over. They are included for consistency of definition. 
    
Anchor, Commentator: a person who presents news on television, radio, the Internet or 
other media, a news presenter also known as newsreader, newscaster, anchorman or 
anchorwoman, news anchor or simply anchor. This category also includes Commentator 
– a person who adds analysis and occasionally opinion to his or her news reports for any 
media, usually radio or television. Also can be a Radio Announcer. 
Columnist, Blogger: a person who writes a regular column or opinion piece for a 
newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, Internet site or any other medium.  
Critic: a professional judge of art, music, literature, who judges something specializing 
especially professionally in the evaluation and appreciation of literary or artistic works 
such as a film critic or a dance critic. Forms and expresses judgments of the merits, 
faults, value or truth of a matter.  
Cub Reporter: a person who is young and inexperienced and works in all media. An 
aspiring reporter who ends up in the job, a novice reporter, a trainee. Knows little about 
journalism. First job in journalism 
Editor, Producer: a person who assigns stories and edits copy for a newspaper, 
magazine, Internet or other medium. Usually referred to as a city editor, managing editor 
or editor-in-chief. This category also includes Producer and Executive Producer – a 
person who controls various aspects of a news program for television, radio, the Internet 
and other media. He or she takes all the elements of a newscast (video, graphics, audio) 
and integrates them into a cohesive show.  Title includes the producer of a specific news 
program, a field producer who is in charge of field production of individual news stories, 
a producer in charge of news programs. In many silent films, the publisher and editor are 
indistinguishable. If the journalist is primarily working as an editor -- gathering the news, 
writing the stories, headlines and editorials, being the person responsible for the 
production and distribution of the newspaper -- we use that job title (editor). If the 
journalist does little as an editor, but acts mostly as the owner making publishing 
decisions, we use that job title (publisher). 
Illustrator, Cartoonist: a person who provides decorative images to illustrate a story in a 
newspaper, magazine or other media. A commercial artist-journalist. A cartoonist creates 
drawings that depict a humorous situation often accompanied by a caption. Drawings 
representing current public figures or issues symbolically and often satirically as in a 
political cartoon. A caricaturist: drawing humorous or satirical cartoons.   
News Executive: a person at a broadcast station or network or other media who is in 
charge of the news department. Executive in charge of news.  A management position. 
Newsreel supervisor.  
News Employee: a person who works in any media with a non-descript job such as 
editorial assistant and other newsroom employees, printer and other workers in 
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composition, telegraph operators, copy boy or girl, office boy or girl, newsboy or girl, 
web developer, graphic designer, audio and video technician, multimedia artist, digital 
media expert.  Also includes Printer’s Devil, typically a young boy who is an apprentice 
in a printing establishment who performed a number of tasks, such as mixing tubs of ink 
and fetching type. 
Photojournalist and Newsreel Shooter: a person who creates still or moving images in 
order to tell a news story. Titles include photographer, cameraman, shooter, stringer, 
paparazzi and anyone else using a photographic device to make a photographic record of 
an event. Also includes newsreel cameramen and women. 
Publisher, Media Owner: a person who is a successful entrepreneur or businessman 
who controls, through personal ownership or a dominant position, a mass media related 
company or enterprise. Referred to as a media proprietor, media mogul, media baron. A 
publisher usually specifically refers to someone who owns a newspaper or a collection of 
newspapers. 
Reporter, Correspondent: a person who reports news or conducts interviews for 
newspapers, magazines, television, radio, Internet or any other organization that 
disseminates news and opinion. Referred to as a journalist, a newspaperman or woman, 
newsman or woman, a writer, a sob sister, a magazine writer.  A freelance writer for any 
multimedia.  
Real-Life Journalist: a person who exists in real life. Uses real name and real occupation in a 
fictional film or TV program. He is not played by an actor.  
Sports Journalist: a person who writes, reports or edits sports news and features for any 
media. Includes writers, reporters, editors, columnists, commentators, hosts, online 
specialists.  
War Correspondent, Foreign Correspondent: a correspondent is a person who 
contributes reports to a variety of news media from a distant, often remote, location, often 
covering a conflict of some sort. 
Press Conference Journalists: a person who attends a news conference or press 
conference in which newsmakers invite journalists to hear them speak and, most often, 
ask questions.  
Pack Journalists:  a person who joins other reporters chasing after stories. They often 
travel in packs, usually armed with television cameras and microphones. They cover fast-
breaking news by crowding, yelling, shouting, bullying and forcing their way into 
breaking news events. They often show up with their lights, cameras, microphones and 
digital recorders as they shout out questions to the usually reluctant newsmaker in 
question. Pack Journalism is also defined as journalism practiced by reporters in a group 
usually marked by uniformity of news coverage and lack of original thought or initiative. 
A pack of journalists can also be a group of reporters, photojournalists, war 
correspondents, freelance writers, even newsboys following a story or a specific activity. 
Miscellaneous: Individual journalists unidentified in the film or TV program as to job 
description. Usually in the background functioning as editorial and technical staff.  
Unidentified News Staff – Use of the news media – newspapers, magazines, radio, 
television, Internet, multimedia – by some unidentified news personnel or by some 
monolithic news organization as a significant plot point. Examples include articles or 
pieces that expose scandals and wrong-doing, provide erroneous information (such as a 
fake death), alert principals about some important news or events.  
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Descriptions 
Major Character  (Major) – a major character influences the outcome of the story or 
event. He or she is usually a leading character played by a major actor of the time. 
Minor Character (Minor) – a minor character does not play a significant role in the 
development of the film or TV program. He or she is usually a part of a larger group – i.e. 
journalists in a news conference or roaming around in packs, or those journalists who 
function as a part of the editorial or technical staff.  
 
Very Positive: This is the journalist as a heroic character. This is the journalist who does 
the right thing, who fights everyone and anything to get the facts out to the public. He or 
she often exposes corruption, solves a murder, catches a thief or saves an innocent. 
Everything he or she does is in the public interest. This is the kind of an image that makes 
the public believe that journalists are invaluable to any democracy. Journalists in a film 
would be evaluated as Very Positive (VP) if they have the following characteristics: 
 *Shows that the journalist is an unqualified hero – he or she does everything 
possible to get a story out to the public resulting in making the world a better place to 
live. 
 *Shows the public that journalism is an important profession that holds the public 
interest above all else, that without journalists representing the public interest, 
corporations, government and individuals would do terrible things. It makes the viewer 
feel that journalists are essential to making democracy work, to giving the public the kind 
of information it needs to make informative decisions in a democracy. 
 *Presents an unvarnished image of the journalist as a heroic, important member of 
society. 
  
Positive: These journalists will do anything to get a story that they believe is vital to the 
public interest, to the public welfare. They try to do their job without hurting anyone, 
basically people trying to do the right thing, but often frustrated by the system. They may 
be flawed, they may make mistakes, they may drink too much or quit their jobs in disgust, 
but they always seem to end up by doing the right thing by the end of the story.  
 *Shows the journalist often doing wrong things in pursuing stories that are in the 
public interest. The good the journalist does, however, outweighs the bad. 
 *Shows the public that even when journalists are offensive, their jobs are 
important in making a democracy work. 
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a hero than a villain. 
  
Transformative Positive: a journalist who conveys a negative image throughout the film  
constantly doing negative things (unethical behavior, drinking heavily, stealing, wearing 
disguises, committing crimes to get a story), but who in the end serves the public interest 
and transforms into a positive image. 
 
Transformative Negative: a journalist who conveys a positive image throughout the 
film, but ends up not serving the public interest and using the news media for personal, 
economic or political gain.  
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Negative: These journalists are villains because they use the precious commodity of 
public confidence in the press for their own selfish ends. They use the power of the media 
for his or her own personal, political, or financial gain. They care less about the public 
interest than their own interests. They are interested in making more money, gaining 
power, doing anything to get what they want.  
 *Show that the journalist ignores the public interest in favor of personal, 
economic or financial gain, thus losing the public’s respect.  
 *Shows the public that journalism is – more often than not – a profession that is 
more concerned with personal gain than serving the public interest. It makes the public 
suspicious of journalists and creates a bad impression of what journalism is all about.  
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a villain than a hero. 
 
Very Negative: These journalists often engage in unethical and often unlawful activities 
getting what they want at all costs, even committing murder or serious crimes. They are 
manipulative and cynical. Often, they are publishers who use their power to corrupt 
government or business, to take advantage of the public. They are cheaters who are only 
interested in what is good for them, no one else. They usually are involved with the 
tabloid or sensationalistic press and often make up the anonymous news media chasing 
after individuals without regard for their privacy or safety.  

*Show that the journalist is an unqualified villain who has no redeeming value, 
who has no concern for basic values, who will do anything to get what he or she wants 
regardless of the damage caused. 
 *Shows the public that journalism is a profession filled with arrogant, morally 
bankrupt individuals who only care about themselves and not about the public or an 
individual. These journalists ignore the public interest completely.  
 *Presents an unvarnished image of the journalist as a villain who engages in 
unethical and often unlawful activities including crime and murder. 
 
Neutral: These journalists usually make up the anonymous members of the press corps 
and usually can be seen at press conferences taking notes or reacting to what the person is 
saying. They are usually nondescript characters who are simply there as journalists doing 
their job without offending anyone. They are often in the background and figure slightly 
in the plot or action of the film or television program. They are not major characters.  
 
                                                
1Available on the Internet: Media History Digital Library: Online Access to the Histories of Cinema, 
Broadcasting and Sound offers a complete digital edition of the first 12 years of Moving Picture World, 
“the key motion picture trade publication that covered the film business during the transformation of the 
viewing experience from the nickelodeon to the movie palace.” Scanned from the original color magazines, 
the MHDL’s collection of Moving Picture World begins in 1907 and extends through June 1919, a 
collection of 70,000 pages, searchable and free. Moving Picture World, 1907-1926 is now available. 
http://mediahistoryproject.org/2012/08/06/the-complete-moving-picture-world-1907-1919/.   
2 Motion Picture News (1913-1929), available from Media History Project. 
3 Exhibitor’s Herald (1917-1927, available from Media History Project. 
4 Motography (1911-1918), available from Media History Project.  
5 Wid’s Daily (1918-1921), then became Film Daily (1922-1929), available from Media History Project. 
6 Variety, the best known and most important trade paper in the history of American entertainment, 1905-
1929, available from the Library of Congress, most libraries and the Media History Digital Library online 
edition. 
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7The New York Times Film Reviews, 1907-1929. Available online by titles. www.nytimes.com 
8 Billboard (1894-1921), available from the Media History Project. 
9 New York Clipper (1855-1923), available from Media History Project.  
10 Picture-Play Magazine  (1915-1929), available from Media History Project.  
11 The Bioscope, listing of silent film journals online, http://thebioscope.net/2010/02/28/silent-film-
journals-online/. 
12 Edison Company and the Biography Company publicity fliers contain extensive information on 
individual film titles. Some of their motion picture catalogues available at Rutgers, The Thomas Edition 
Papers (http://edison.rutgers.edu/index.htm).  Also available in various editions of The Moving Picture 
World, 1907-1926. 
13 Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc. Thanhouser Company was founded in 1909 and by 1917 
had released more than 1,000 silent films. Internet site: http://www.thanhouser.org/index.html 
14 Reel Life, 1913-1915, available from Media History Project.  
15 Especially valuable were reviews and commentaries in The Moving Picture World, Motion Picture News, 
Exhibitors Herald, The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily) and Variety, which were used extensively throughout this 
project.  
16 The Internet Movie Database (IMDb) is an online database of information related to films, television 
programs and video games, including cast, production crew, fictional characters, biographies, plot 
summaries, trivia and reviews. By June 2016, IMDb had approximately 3.7 million titles in its database. 
17 The AFI Catalog of Feature films is the most authoritative filmographic database on the web. It includes 
entries on nearly 60,000 American feature-length films and 17,000 short films produced from 1893-2011. 
Director Martin Scorsese wrote, “No other source of information is as complete and accurate, and no other 
source is produced with the scrupulous level of attention to scholarship and research as the AFI catalog.”  
The AFI catalog “is a unique filmographic resource providing an unmatched level of comprehensiveness 
and detail on every feature-length film produced in America or financed by American production 
companies. Detailed information on cast, crew, plot summaries, subjects, genres and historical notes are 
included for each film.” No page numbers are reference since the catalog can easily be references by 
searching a specific title.  
18 The Online IJPC Database includes more than 89,000 entries (2016) including 20,330 film titles. In 
addition, various online databases and Web sites, including the Internet Movie Database (IMDB), and 
Richard R. Ness’ definitive journalism filmography (From Headline Hunter to Superman: A Journalism 
Filmography) were searched for verification and new possibilities. 
19 Among the silent film sites of some value is Silent Hall of Fame (silent-hall-of-fame.org), which offers 
movie reviews and silent film videos.  
20 Ness, associate professor at Western Illinois University, is the chief film consultant-researcher and 
associate director of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture, a project of the Norman Lear Center, 
USC Annenberg. He is currently working on an updated edition of his classic filmography and has been 
instrumental in sharing new information received on films from 1890 to 1929. 
21 Michael Slade Shull, Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929: A Filmography and History, 
McFarland & Company, Inc. North Carolina, 2000. 
22 There is no mention of the reporter in the review, but the actor remembers his first film in detail and the 
reporter, although a minor character, was heroic in saving the heroine twice. 
23 E.J. Fleming, Wallace Reid: The Life and Death of a Hollywood Idol, McFarland & Company, 
Publishers, Jefferson, North Carolina and London, 2007. 
 
24 Many genre designations could include multiple designations. The first genre listed in the Internet Movie 
DataBase has been used for continuity purposes. When the IMDB fails to offer a genre, other sources were 
used to form a consensus.  


