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Although many of the silent films featuring journalists have been lost forever, a fairly 
accurate picture emerges through reviews and commentaries about the films when they 
first appeared on the screen. Publications referred to include The Moving Picture World1, 
Motion Picture News,2 Exhibitor’s Herald,3 Motography,4 The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily),5 
Variety,6 New York Times,7 Billboard8, New York Clipper,9 Picture-Play Magazine,10 The 
Bioscope11 as well as other publications including Edison Catalog and Biograph,12 
Thanhouser,13 Reel Life (Mutual Film Corporation).14 Descriptive critics15 offer detailed 
plot and character summations that often rival a viewing of the film itself in addition to 
capturing the mores and prejudices of the time.  
 
Three key references used throughout are the Internet Movie Database (IMDb – 
imdb.com),16 “the world’s most popular and authoritative source for movie, TV and 
celebrity content,” the American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films (afi.com), 17 and 
the online IJPC Database of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture Project.18 
These comprehensive databases were used in resolving conflicts involved in decisions 
concerning inclusion, date and genre determination, spelling and other details. 
 
Another important online resource is the Silent Era Web site (www.silentera.com), a 
collection of news and information pertaining to silent era films, which also includes a 
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comprehensive search feature and was invaluable in evaluating the status of any silent 
film included. The Web site also offers a complete listing of silent film websites.19 
 
Journalism film historian Richard R. Ness, in his book, From Headline Hunter to 
Superman: A Journalism Filmography,20 offers a definitive account of films featuring 
journalists from 1890 to 1929. His commentaries and capsule reviews were referred to 
throughout this project. 
 
Whenever possible, the silent films were viewed and annotated. But many silent films are 
either lost or their whereabouts unknown, and some prints only exist in various museums 
around the world. We have noted whether a film has been viewed or not by listing the 
film’s status and whether it was “Unavailable for Viewing,” “Not Viewed” or “Viewed.”   
 
The size and quality of the entries were dependent on the various sources involved. That 
is the reason some films are given a paragraph and some films are given several pages. 
The importance of a specific film on the image of the journalist in popular culture does 
not always coincide with the amount of space given that film.  It all depended on the 
availability and quality of the secondary source involved (periodicals covering the silent 
film era). Even an individual periodical changed over a period of time covering the films 
in less detail and even ignoring some films because of lack of space. We printed the best 
descriptions of the film available emphasizing the journalism in that film, or filling in 
important plot details necessary to understand in evaluating the final product for encoding 
purposes. If a film is located and screened, then more details are included under “video 
notes.”  
 
Each film is categorized by decade, genre, gender, ethnicity, media category, job title, 
and description (evaluation of the image presented by each journalist or group of 
journalists on a subjective scale from very positive and positive to negative and very 
negative, to transformative positive and transformative negative to neutral). For 
reference, a complete copy of the legend is printed at the bottom of each appendix. 
 
When a film features more than one journalist character, multiple instances of gender, 
ethnicity, job title, and description were recorded.  These results were checked and re-
checked until accuracy and consensus were confirmed.  
 
One of the key problems in doing a fair evaluation is that an audience may view a 
journalist positively even if that journalist acts in unethical and unprofessional ways. This 
can occur because of a variety of factors: an attractive actor in the role, a character the 
audience wants to succeed no matter what he/she does, a situation where the end (true 
love) outweighs the means (negative behavior on the part of the journalist). We have tried 
to evaluate the images as they might be conceived by the audiences of the period using 
the standards of the time, not the standards of today. While we might abhor a journalist 
who steals, lies, deceives, ignores basic rules of journalism and label his/her actions 
negative, the audiences of the period often considered such journalists heroes and judged 
them as a positive image. Obviously some of these decisions are debatable even after 
hours of debate. This is a subjective category and we worked hard to reach consensus, but 
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it is still a subjective description. However, any researcher can go through each appendix, 
check each film’s encoding, read the comprehensive reviews and determine whether the 
description should be revised.   
 
We divided characters identified as journalists into major and minor categories.  A major 
character influences the outcome of the story or event. He or she is usually a leading 
character played by a major actor of the time. A minor character does not play a 
significant role in the development of the film. He or she is usually a part of a larger 
group – i.e. journalists in a news conference or roaming around in packs, or those 
journalists who function as a part of the editorial or technical staff. Films with unnamed 
characters or characters who appeared briefly and then disappeared are included. 
 
Also included were groups of journalists who show up in films in news or press 
conferences, who travel in packs chasing after stories or are a group of reporters, war 
correspondents, freelance writers, even newsboys following a story or a specific activity. 
A “miscellaneous” category was created for individual journalists unidentified in the film 
as to job description and usually in the background functioning as editorial and technical 
staff.  
 
We decided to include films in which a newspaper story played a significant plot point.  
Examples include articles or pieces that expose scandals and wrong-doing, provide 
erroneous information (such as a fake death), alert principals about some important news 
or events that cause the characters to take important actions. Journalists in films with 
such articles were identified as “Unidentified News Staff.” 
 
We also made a decision to include scanned copies of the original reviews in the nine 
appendices whenever possible.  We felt this would make it easier for future researchers 
who would not have to search through original periodicals as we did. When an original 
review was barely readable, we would retype it for easier reading. Also, summary of the 
journalists/journalism in the film were also typed up.  
 
Finally, in many of the periodicals covering the silent film industry, there are occasional 
articles we believe would be of interest to this audience. We’ve added some at the end of 
each appendix. 
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1894 

 
Miss Jerry (1894) 
Reporter Miss Jerry aka Miss Geraldine (Jerry) Holbrook (Blanche Bayliss) and her 
adventures as a female reporter in the 1890s.  She goes to work for the New York Daily 
Dynamo. City Editor Hamilton (William Courtenay as Mr. Hamilton).  
 
Geraldine (Jerry) Holbrook, a girl of Eastern birth, decides to start a career in journalism 
in the heart of New York after she feels that her father is close to a financial crash. In the 
process she falls in love with the editor of her paper, Mr. Hamilton (William Courtenay). 
After the first successful article, she leads Hamilton into doubting her love for him, and 
this makes him accept a job in London. But his worries prove wrong when Jerry agrees to 
marry him and they leave for London. The English Critic is another character. Internet 
Movie Database (IMDb) Summary 
 
The text of "Miss Jerry" was not originally designed for print, but for oral delivery in 
partnership with the series of 250 photographs from life, with which it formed what I 
have called a "picture play." The original draft of the story was but little longer than the 
reading version used in public ; and although it seemed probable that I might at some 
time arrange the story for book publication, it was not until the unexpectedly definite 
success of the picture play brought with it repeated requests to print, that the availability 
of the existing draft came into consideration at all. Alexander Black, “Miss Jerry” 
printed edition, New York, C. Scribner’s Sons, 1897, 121 pages plus illustrations. 
 
The heroine of “Miss Jerry” is a girl of eastern birth, reared among the mines and cow-
camps of Colorado. Richard Holbrook goes into the West with his young wife after the 
financial crash of ’73. Soon after reaching Colorado his wife dies, and his child, 
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Geraldine, grows up under the father’s care, the only girl in the county, the pet of a rough 
community, in which she receives the title of the “Princess of Panther Mine.” 
 

When the story opens Holbrook and 
his daughter have been in New York 
again for five years enjoying the 
fruits of the miner’s success, and the 
first cloud of misfortune appears in 
the shape of a letter from the mine 
reporting probable disaster. 
Moreover, Holbrook’s New York 
investments have not turned out 
favorably. It begins to seem as if the 
miner and his daughter must make 
some radical changes in their way of 
living, yet Holbrook clings to the 
hop of averting disaster. The 
thought of confronting Geraldine 

with misfortune fills him with peculiar distress. 
 

When she surprises him in his 
painful reverie, he starts guiltily 
slipping the letter into his pocket 
and muttering some commonplace 
about being late for the office. But 
she reads the new trouble in his 
face, and the Colorado postmark on 
the envelope, which he has not 
taken from the table, confirms her 
suspicions of trouble at the mine.   
	
A later turn in the story carries 
Jerry downtown to the office of the 
New York Daily Dynamo. She has 
made up her mind to do something 

in the world on her own account. Her father is not an old man by any means, and there is 
no certainty of disaster, but she finds in the situation an excuse for entertaining a long-
cherished ambition. 
 
She persuades herself that it is an entirely creditable thing to do, but she realizes that she 
felt much more comfortable going down the Panther Mine in a bucket than going up the 
Dynamo Building in an elevator; and when she has gone so far as one of those 
paradoxical doors that tell you the entrance is somewhere else, she begins to feel a little 
sorry that her scheme makes it absolutely necessary for her to go alone. 
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The city editor is a younger man than Jerry has expected to see. He is young, but if he 
were eighty-three he could not wait with more severe repose for Jerry to begin, or assume 
a more judicial air while she explains, clumsily and haltingly, that she wishes to be a 
newspaper writer. 
 

The ensuing 
conversation is 
characteristic of 
a situation 
familiar to 
newspaper 
offices. The 
young editor has 
succeeded much 
to his 
professional 
satisfaction in 
placing the 
difficulties 
before the 
applicant, when 
Jerry musters 
encourage to ask 
for the privilege 
of interviewing a 

certain mining genius, now in town, who is guilty at once of revolutionary inventions and 
daring syndicating schemes. The girl’s exceptional familiarity with the Colorado mines 
and her ambitious candor induce Hamilton to make a somewhat unprofessional 
experiment, not without an expectation of getting a story with an original flavor. 
 
Jerry reads the slip of paper: “J. Sylvester Ward, Fifth Avenue Hotel.” 
 
“I don’t suppose,” she says, “that there is any other way except to go right to the hotel.” 
“No, I think not,” says Hamilton, searching her face for some sign of dismay. “And we 
must have this thing for to-morrow morning’s paper if Ward is in town.” 
 
At the Fifth Avenue Hotel Jerry learns that Ward is out of town. But that night Jerry 
meets Ward at the Dyckman ball. The Western man is a late comer, and is presented by 
his cousin, the hostess. Jerry has a moment of pardonable confusion when she realizes 
that the man who enters into talk with her is the man she was sent to interview. 
 
“I’m glad,” pursues Ward, “to get over here out of the crowd. The crush of people 
worries me. Of course you know I haven’t done much of this society sort of thing for 
about a dozen years and I feel like a cat in Leadville – the atmosphere is too rare for me.” 
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“I’ve become accustomed to it,” Jerry says – “I mean to society; but for a long time I was 
homesick for the camps. And sometimes when I find myself in a polite drawing-room 
dance I wonder what would happen if I should break into a regular mining jig right there 
before all the people!” 
 
“I came from Philadelphia to-night, but I would travel a much greater distance to see you 
do that.” Presently Ward is talking about his electric drills and other matters with 
interested candor. 
 
“Of course,” he remarks, some minutes later, “we are keeping very quiet about that 
‘combine’ just now.” 
 
“And yet you are telling me all about it.” 
 
“O, well, you know what I mean; we are keeping it out of the papers.” 
 
“I see,” says Jerry, reflectively. 
 
“And, besides, you are a privileged person. You belong to the mining fraternity, and if I 
am not mistaken your father will be interested in this thing.” 
 
“Aren’t you trying to justify yourself for telling something you shouldn’t have told?” 
 
“Well, I am open to conviction as to whether my confidence has been misplaced.” 
 
They are both laughing at this when Fred Prentiss comes hurrying up. “Miss Holbrook, I 
have been looking for you everywhere. They are dancing, and this is my waltz!” 
 
The incident of the ball causes Jerry some embarrassment; but in an accidental meeting 
with Ward on the following day she confesses her ambition and her commission from the 
Dynamo, with the result that the interview is published a day later than first ordered, and 
after making peace with her father the girl finds herself launched in journalism.  
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It may safely be said that it is an easier thing to pain a street back-ground than to use the 
actual thing ready made; but the charm of the actual thing in the progression of the 
picture-play is a sufficient incentive to any necessary fight with the obstacles. The strain 
falls first on the photographer, who, with the requirements of the story continually in 
mind, had here, as elsewhere the leeway afforded by the fact that primarily he was telling 
the story with his pictures, and could modify the text to fit the pictures should occasion 
demand, but who nevertheless was committed in a certain degree by the pictures already 
made. A multitude of difficulties may, and generally do, arise in the course of the picture-
making in the streets, and to get satisfactory results the actors, or models must sometimes 
prove a dozen times over a designated spot, for if other figures appear in the scene they 
must be unconscious of the camera and of the conscious actors, and the kaleidoscope of 
the scene may be shaken many times before it fits the requirements. This brings a trying 
strain on the actors, especially if the weather be warm and the pictures are  being taken in 
full sunlight. 
The indoor scenes brought up different methods. The people “cast” for the different 
characters of the story were posed in scenes entirely fictitious, that is to say, devised by 
the aid of screens, etc. under the strong light of a large photographic studio. So far as the 
actors in the play or story were concerned, their work was that of pantomime. Thus when 
“Pink” Loper, the Bowery cowboy, is followed to Miss Jerry’s house by his gaunt wife, 
the “Rose of the Rockies,” the tumult of the occasion, visible through the pictures, is 
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made audible in the monologue. This misunderstanding by the way, is amiably adjusted, 
though not until Mary has expressed herself in severe terms. 
 
From time to time Hamilton makes unprofessional visits to the Holbrook house and hears 
Jerry sing some of her mining-camp songs, accompanying herself on the guitar. He 
listens with eloquent attention, paying a second tribute with his eyes. There is a fine 
flattery that does not use words. And it is a natural enough thing that Hamilton should 
one day find himself in a confused state of feeling when he receives a proposition to 
become the London correspondent of the Dynamo.  This is the sort of position he has 
always thought he would be delighted to get hold of. But there comes to most of us a time 
when we worry not so much about the appointments of Paradise as about who is going to 
be there. 
 
Hamilton goes to see Jerry that night and comes away disappointed. She does not tell him 
that she refused Ward two weeks before, or his thoughts might not have caught the 
shadow of suspicion that grows with the presence of another man. When he has gone she 
wonders why the threat of a parting affects her so disagreeably. Her life with her father 
has influenced her views of life. The thought of marriage has never appeared in her 
reveries. She appreciates the fact that Hamilton is hampered by the attitude he occupies 
toward her, and it makes her realize her high estimate of him to find that she doesn’t 
doubt his ability to emerge from the most delicate of situations without discredit.’ 

 
Hamilton and 
Ward are brought 
together at the 
Holbrook house 
when Hamilton 
goes there with 
the proof of an 
article to be 
published in the 
Dynamo, in 
which there is 
allusion to the 
mining scheme 
into which Ward 
has drawn 
Holbrook. 
Hamilton refuses 
to suppress the 
article though 

willing to do any honorable thing by way of modifying the influence of its publication, 
and Ward eaves the house with him in the hope that he be successful in another form of 
attack. The two men quarrel at the “Monastery,” when Ward offers a cautious bribe. 
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The next day at the Dynamo office Hamilton hands Jerry a letter, called forth by an 
article she has written. The letter, addressed “To the writer of The Pressure of Despair,” 
comes from Cherry Street, in the slums of the city.  
 
“Perhaps I had better send one of the boys around to look the matter up,” says Hamilton, 
after glancing at the address. But Jerry insists on going herself.  
 

When she has 
gone Hamilton 
regrets that he 
has not refused 
to let her go 
alone. From a 
window 
overlooking the 
street he sees a 
man at the 
corner. It is 
Ward, who met 
Jerry on her way 
to the office, and 
who, in view of 
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the quarrel, prefers not to enter. Hamilton sees her join him and walk away. Then he 
sends a telegram to the proprietor of the paper, who is in Washington, accepting the 
London commission. 
 
When Jerry meets Ward in the street below she tells him about the strange letter, and 
adds, “You can’t go with me.” 
 
“What will you do if I simply do go?” 
 
“But you mustn’t. I’ve already refused an escort. Good-by!” 
 
“Let me walk a little way with you,” says Ward, “and I’ll be very good and go just when 
you tell me.” 
 
When they have reached Cherry street he turns to her. “This is a horrible place. Can’t I 
wait at the door for you?” 
 
“No, that would make me nervous.” 
 
Ward paces the block waiting for her to come out. The house that Jerry enters is dark. In 
a room on the third floor she discovers the writer of the letter, who after recovering from 
the surprise of finding that the writer of the article is a woman, tells her the sad story of a 
sad life; of an early marriage and separation under the influence of her young husband’s 
father. The young husband has been permitted to think that she is dead. “And he has 
made a great name now,” says the woman showing Jerry a newspaper clipping, with the 
Ward interview.  
 
There is a knock at the door, and Ward, who has grown suspicious of some danger under 
Jerry’s long absence, appears on the threshold. The woman screams her recognition, an 
Ward, slowly realizing the truth, falters to the woman’s side. Jerry pauses at the door, and 
looking back sees him kneeling beside the poor bed, while over the face of the woman is 
stealing the white shadow of death. 
 
When, after this crisis in the tenement, Jerry reaches home and finds a message from 
Hamilton, in which she is bluntly informed that he cannot keep an appointment to all for 
the reason that he is preparing to go to London, Jerry’s horizon grows rather dark. She 
cannot conceal the change that has come over her. She cannot conceal it at noon the next 
day when her father comes home with news of the failure of Ward’s scheme, from which 
he ha withdrawn, and he sale of the Panther Mine under the most favorable conditions. 
Her face betrays her later in the afternoon when she meets Mrs. Remson-Holt, the “club 
woman” of the story, who at this stage is president of a cycling society, and who declares 
that Jerry looks as droopy as she used to look before she had any clubs. 
 
It is in Mrs. Holt’s garden that the contrite Hamilton finds Jerry and abjectly apologizes 
for the brusque message and his unjust suspicions. 
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“I can’t say anything worse about myself than that,” he pleads, “but I ask you to 
remember ---- ” 
“To remember that you are a man,” says Jerry.  
“If you like; but no only a man who because he was a man could indulge a foolish 
suspicion, but a man who had reason to be deeply, profoundly interested in the person of 
whom he was thinking.” 
They walk back to Jerry’s home in West Tenth Street, talking in this vein. 
“Take off your hat and stay for a while,” says Hamilton, trying to speak lightly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He takes the hat from her. “What a wonderful thing a woman’s hat is,” he says.  
 
“Somehow it seems to symbolize 
the marvelous complexity of her 
own personality.” 
“I suppose,” says Jerry, “that you 
have some parallel symbolism to 
explain the simplicity of a man’s 
hat.” 
“Look here! I want you to sit down 
for a moment and let me talk to 
you seriously.” 
“Must it be serious? Everything 
has been so serious lately that it 
would be a relief to have” – 
“But I must be serious – just a 
little.” 
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In spite of his attempts at levity 
his face is entirely serious, while 
hers was an expression that 
explains nothing to him. 
 
“You seem to be determined,” she 
says from the depths of the chair. 
“I am. I told you once I shouldn’t 
easily give you up. I have also 
said that I shall go to London. 
Now, this chair is very artistic, 
but how do you expect a man to 
propose to you in such furniture?” 
“I don’t expect it.” 
 
 

He caught her before she could get 
away, and held her so closely and 
firmly that her eyes were near to 
his own. For a moment neither 
spoke a word, and in that moment 
he could not tell whether she was 
very near or very far from him. 
 
“Right her and now, Jerry 
Holbrook, do I go to London or do 
I stay home?” 
“You go to London.” 
 
Hamilton was staggered. It plainly 
appeared that she was trifling with 
him. He almost gasped at her: 

 
“You say that finally?” 
“Yes; and I’m going with you” 
He scarcely believed her. 
“Do you mean, Jerry, that we may 
just put it off for a while and that 
we may then” – 
“O, no! You needn’t put it off 
unless you wish to – I believe in 
short engagements.” 
She tried to keep him from kissing 
her again. 
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“And then, you know, father – there he is out there in the garden now – father needs a 
long rest, and I think I should like to ask him to join us in London. And he has told me, 
you quiet fellow, that you were the one who sent the timely word that made this 
morning’s sale of the Panther Mine.”  Photography in Fiction – “Miss Jerry,” The First 
Picture Play, by Alexander Black, Scribner’s Magazine, Volume 0018, Issue 3, pp. 348-
361, September 1895 
 
Alexander Black, the creator of Miss Jerry, wrote the following in September, 1895 
in a companion essay in Scribner’s Magazine: 
 
I might have described it by another phrase. Indeed, I have been appalled by the number 
of descriptive terms which critics and commentators have suggested as applying with 
equal if not greater fitness to the partnership of monologue and photographs from life to 
which I gave the name “picture play.” But perhaps it is too late now, if I had the wish to 
call it anything else. And, to tell the truth, in the stress of the problem of the thing itself, I 
have been content to let others worry about the name. 
 
Primarily my purpose was to illustrate art with life. Five or six years ago, when my plan 
first was made, I discovered several instances in which photographs from life were used 
to illustrate fiction, and many other instances in which fiction evidently had been adjusted 
to photographs from life. Neither of these phases offered any practical hint toward the 
picture play. The suggestion definitely came through a group of photographic studies 
from living characters, which were tossed together in a “picture talk” that I called 
“Ourselves as Others See Us.” After outlining a combination of fiction and photography, 
each devised with a regard for the demands and limitations of the other, it began to be 
quite clear that the pictures must do more than illustrate. Thus there would be two points 
of radical difference from the illustrator’s scheme. In the first place, the pictures would be 
primary, the text secondary. Again the pictures would not be art at all in the illustrator’s 
sense, but simply the art of the tableau vivant plus the science of photography. If it is the 
function of art to translate nature, it is the privilege of photography to transmit nature. 
But in this case the tableaux vivants must be progressive, that the effect of reality may 
arise not from the suspended action of isolated pictures, but from the blending of many. 
Here the stereopticon came to my aid. By carefully “registering” the backgrounds of the 
successive pictures in a scene, the figures alone are made to appear to move, thus slowly 
producing the effect which Mr. Edison has wrought, in a different way, with his 
kinetoscope. Here again the range of the picture-play plan gave it peculiar advantages, for 
not only could I pass from one fictitious scene to another, but I could introduce the 
backgrounds of real life, as I have done in several instances, bringing the living 
characters of my fictitious action against the actual life of the city – an interesting, if 
sometimes discouraging, labor. 
 
The importance of the pictures in this relationship is analogous to the importance of the 
action in a play. The text or monologue, freed, for the most part, from the necessity of 
describing the appearance or actions of the characters, has to concern itself simply with 
their thoughts and words; and thus, in effect, a novelette which might require three hours 
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to read, by this division of communication between the eye and the ear can be presented 
in an hour and a half or less time. 
 
In “Miss Jerry” my purpose has been to test experimentally, in a quiet story, certain 
possibilities of illusion, with this aim always before me, that the illusion should not, 
because it need not and could not safely, be that of photographs from an acted play, nor 
of artistic illustration, but the illusion of reality.  A.B. Photography in Fiction – “Miss 
Jerry,” The First Picture Play, by Alexander Black, Scribner’s Magazine, Volume 0018, 
Issue 3, pp. 348-361, September 1895 
 

 
 
Status: Photographs Available 
Viewed 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance (First picture play) 
Gender: Female (Miss Jerry). Male (Mr. Hamilton, English Critic21). 
Ethnicity: White (Miss Jerry, Mr. Hamilton, English Critic) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Reporter (Miss Jerry). Editor (Mr. Hamilton). Critic (English Critic) 
Description: Major: Miss Jerry, Mr. Hamilton, Positive. 
Description: Minor: English Critic, Positive 
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1897 
 

The Bad Boy and Poor Old Grandpa (1897) 
Grandpa is peacefully reading his newspaper and the bad little boy creeps up behind and 
sets the paper on fire. Biography No. 269. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Bradford Daily Argus Newspaper Offices (1897) – United Kingdom 
Newspaper offices. British Film Catalogue: Two Volume Set – The Fiction Film/The 
Non-Fiction Film, p. 548. No. 00165 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
 

1898 
 
	
N.Y. Journal Despatch Yacht “Buccaneer” (1898) 
War Correspondents 
 
Shows the despatch boat of the 'New York Journal' steaming through the water, having 
aboard the war correspondents. This is one of the fastest yachts engaged in the business. 
She approaches rapidly and as she cuts through the sea her prow throws the water in a 
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white spray on either side. This is an excellent picture of a good subject. The bow waves 
are especially fine. Edison Films “War Extra” Summary/American Film Institute Catalog 
of Feature Films 
 
Status: Print Exists at the Library of Congress 
Viewed: YouTube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: Pack Journalists, Positive. 
Description: Minor: None 
	
	
President McKinley’s Inspection of Camp Wikoff (1898) 
Newspaper Photographer 
 
This picture has been very popular wherever it has been shown on the Biograph. To begin 
with, the film is unusually fine photographically, and the picture is taken from a point of 
view which shows the immense distances of Camp Wikoff with its multitude of tents in 
the background. The President, with Vice-President Hobart and Secretary of War Russell 
A. Alger appear in an open carriage escorted by a large number of officers, notable 
among whom are Gen. Wheeler, Gen. Gates, and Col. John Jacob Astor. This picture is 
brought to a rather humorous ending by the efforts of a newspaper photographer to get 
Col. Astor to pose for a picture. He is unsuccessful, and as the gallant colonel gallops 
away, the photographer's chagrin is apparent. Biography Summary/American Film 
Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
	
Status:  Print Exists 
Viewed: Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Male (News Photographer) 
Ethnicity: White (News Photographer) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Photojournalist (News Photographer) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: News Photographer, Positive 
	
 
War Correspondents (1898) 
Reporters rush to telegraph the latest war news. 
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"Shows a phase of the war excitement as it affects newspaper men at Key West, Florida. 
About a dozen war correspondents of the different New York papers are running up the 
street in a bunch to the cable office to get copy of cablegrams to be in turn transmitted to 
their different papers. They rush directly toward the audience, turn a corner in the 
immediate foreground and disappear down a side street. A good-natured struggle occurs 
here, to see who will make the turn first. Curious natives watch the unusual scene. A 
horse and carriage follow at a seemingly slow pace, showing by comparison what a rapid 
head-on foot race has been witnessed." Edison Catalog 
 
Status: Public Domain22 
Viewed: Youtube6 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: War 
Gender: Group    
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: War Correspondent (War Correspondents)   
Description: Major: War Correspondents, Positive 
Description: Minor: None  
 

 
 

1899 
 

Distributing a War Extra (1899) (aka Delivering Newspapers) 
Newsboys 
 
This scene shows a crowd of newsboys running to meet the "World" newspaper delivery 
wagon, and falling back to the point of distribution. There is a mad scramble for papers, 
and a fight between two of the gamins. Biography Summary/American Film Institute 
Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group    
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboys)   
Description: Major: Newsboys, Positive 
Description: Minor: None  
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The Fight of Reporters  
The Dreyfus Affair (aka L’affaire Dreyfus, bagarre entre journalistes) (1899) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It concerns an affair which deeply divided France and was still going on when the film 
was shot and projected in cinemas, to the extent that riots occurred during screenings and 
the film was banned. This is a first example of a film as a means to influence public 
opinion. 
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Captain Dreyfus, a French officer of Jewish origin was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
1894  for having alledgedly transmitted military secrets to the Germans. He was sent to a 
penal colony in L'ïle au Diable in French Guiana. In 1896, evidence came to light that the 
real culprit was Major Esterhazy, but this was disregarded. In 1898, colonel Henry who 
had created the fake on the basis of which Dreyfus was convicted made a complete 
confession, he wad arrested and committed suicide. In 1899, Dreyfus was returned to 
France for another trial in Rennes where he was condemned again, this time with 
extenuating circumstances. However, he was given a pardon by the President of Council 
Waldeck-Rousseau and set free. The film was finalised and released before the 
conclusion of the Rennes trial . It is only in 1906 that a new trilal exonerated Dreyfus of 
all charges and that he was reinstated  in the French army as Major. 
 
The film includes the following 9 static camera shots which could be shown separately by 
the exhibitors. Two more scenes included in the Méliès catalog seem to have been lost: 
La dégradation and Dreyfus allant du lycée de Rennes à la prison.The film includes the 
following 9 static camera shots which could be shown separately by the exhibitors. Two 
more scenes included in the Méliès catalog seem to have been lost: La dégradation and 
Dreyfus allant du lycée de Rennes à la prison. 
 
Bagarre entre journalistes (The fight of reporters) 
The tension before the trial in Rennes is extreme and France is divided between 
Dreyfusard and anti-Dreyfusard. The reporters of newspapers of opposed opinion start 
fighting in the court room before the start of the trial.  This is filmed in a very dynamic 
way with characters rushing close to the camera to exit the scene.	The	Drefyus	Affair,	A	
Cinema	History:	A	Chronological	Review	of	the	Best	Films	Worldwide,	
www.acinemahistory.com 
 
Editor Arthur Meyer (1844-1924), the Jewish-born but nonetheless virulently anti-
Semitic editor of Le Gaulois (he would convert to Catholicism a couple of years later) 
and Caroline Remy  (1855-1929), popularly known as Severine, one of the most vocal of 
the pro-Dreyfus supporters and the first female journalist in France to earn a living 
exclusively from her writing.  
 
Journalists in Rennes, August 1899 take their seats in the courtroom at the second court-
martial of Arthur Dreyfus. Though the atmosphere is cordial at first, Arthur Meyer of the 
Gaulois starts an argument with Madame Severine of The Fonde. She leaps to her feet, 
and so do most of the other journalists, triggering a pitched battle with many laying about 
them with their sticks. Many participants flee when the gendarmes get involved, and the 
remaining reporters are subsequently expelled..  
 
The "Fight of the Reporters" sequence, in which a riot erupts among the journalists 
covering the court martial, is remarkably effective in engulfing the audience in the action, 
as dozens of reporters scurry toward and around the camera. George Méliès' use of screen 
space here is unusual for its time, and quite a stylistic departure from his usual 
proscenium staging. Summary written from various sources 
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Status: Public Domain 
Viewed: Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: True Story 
Gender: Male (Arthur Meyer).  Female (Caroline Remy). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Arthur Meyer, Caroline Remy). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Arthur Meyer, Caroline Remy). Pack Journalists. 
Description: Major: Caroline Remy, Positive. Arthur Meyer, Negative. 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Negative 
 

 
 

1900 
 

Confounding the Art Critic (1900) 
Art Critic 
 
A Biograph production issued in 1900.  Biograph said it was the most viewed film of 
1900. Various Sources 
  
 
Status: Print Exists 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Art Critic) 
Ethnicity: White (Art Critic) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Critic (Art Critic) 
Description: Major: Art Critic, Neutral 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Horsewhipping an Editor (1900)    
Editor. Office Boy. 
 
A burlesque on the popular western diversion.A strapping cowboy comes into the 
editorial sanctum prepared to administer a thrashing to the editor; but the office boy with 
a sling-shot, and the scrub lady with her mop get at him first. When they are finished with 
him, all thoughts of horsewhipping the editor have vanished. Biography 
Summary/American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
 



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	22	

Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Editor, Office Boy) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Office Boy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). News Employee (Office Boy). 
Description: Major: Editor, Positive 
Description: Minor: Office Boy, Positive 
 
 

 
 

1901 
 

Happy Hooligan April-Fooled (1901) 
Two newsboys attempt to sell Happy Hooligan a newspaper. Happy Hooligan was a 
popular comic strip character at the turn of the century.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Newsboys-2)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboys-2) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboys-2) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboys-2, Positive 
 
	
Li Hung Chang (1901) 
War Correspondent 
 
The Grand Old Man of the Orient, Li Hung Chang, at the Palace of Roses, his summer 
home, in Peking. He is interviewed by a war correspondent, on the occasion of the 
presentation of a Parlor Mutoscope, containing a moving picture of Li Hung Chang taken 
at Grant's Tomb, New York City. Biograph Summary/American Film Institute Catalog of 
Feature Films	
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
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Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Male (War Correspondent) 
Ethnicity: White (War Correspondent) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: War Correspondent (War Correspondent) 
Description: Major: War Correspondent, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 

1902 
 
A Poet’s Revenge (1902) 
Editor 
 
A comedy scene of unusual excellence, clear and sharp photographically, and well 
worked out. A poet presents a spring effusion to the editor in his sanctum. It is scorned. 
The poet hurls a stick of dynamite into the stove, which at once explodes, wrecking the 
office and the editor as well. The poet returns to the scene when the smoke clears away, 
and triumphs over the battered editor. Biography Summary/American Film Institute 
Catalog of Feature Films. 
 
A set constructed and furnished as a publisher’s or printer’s office is discernible in the 
opening scene. There is a large wood-burning stove in the foreground and a man is sitting 
at the desk writing. A man wearing a top hat and tail coat enters and reads from papers he 
is holding, accompanying his reading with wild gestures. He hands the paper to the seated 
man, who disdainfully indicates it is of no value. The man in the top hat removes an 
object from his coat and puts it in the stove, causing a terrific explosion. At the end of the 
film, the man who was seated at the desk is on his back on the floor with debris falling all 
about him.  Motion Pictures from the Library of Congress Paper Print Collection, 1894-
1912 by Kemp R. Niver, edited by Bebe Bergsten, p. 78.23 
	
Status: Paper Print in Library of Congress collection 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Editor) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor) 
Description: Major: Editor, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
	
 

1903 
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Business Rivalry (1903) 
Newsboy 
Shows a man on the corner of one of Chicago's prominent streets whistling for a 
newsboy. Well, before he called no boys were in sight, but before he can lower his hands 
he wonders where they sprang from. Such pulling and tossing for the job for the paper. 
The poor man is sorry he needed a paper. Makes a great picture. Nothing in sight but 
boys and papers. Try this and make your audience smile at an everyday Chicago street 
merchant scene. Selig Summary/American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboys) 
Description: Major: Newsboys, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Delivering Newspapers (1903) 
Approximately 50 newsboys fight for position in line to sell the New York World 
newspaper.  
 
Status: Library of Congress 
Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists (Newsboys) 
Description: Major: Pack Journalists, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
	
	
Pres. Roosevelt’s Fourth of July Oration (1903) 
Reporters 
 
The best and most characteristic picture of the President ever made. The camera is close 
by so that every feature shows up sharp and distinct. The President is first seen coming 
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on the stand laughing and shaking hands with friends and being wildly cheered by 
everybody. Then comes the speech. The President is very enthusiastic and is shown at his 
best. All his well known mannerisms are very apparent. The picture ends with a view of 
the departure of the President with Mrs. Roosevelt in a carriage. Before the carriage starts 
the President is held up and interviewed by reporters. Biograph Catalog/American Film 
Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Print exists in Library of Congress 
Viewed: Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Positive 
 
 

 
1904 

 
	
A Newspaper in Making (1904) 
Millions read the papers, not one per cent know how it is prepared. This is an eye-opener. 
The following series was secured by courtesy of the London Evening News . 1. The 
Incident. 2. The Editor's Table. 3. Linotyping. 4. Preparing the Form. 5. Making the 
Matrix. 6. Casting the Plate. 7. Trimming the Plate. 8. Receiving "Stop" News. 9. Printing 
the Edition. 10. From Press Room to Office. 11. Supplying Newsboys over Counter. 12. 
The News Carts and Cycle Corps leaving the Newspaper Buildings. 13. Arrival of Cart. – 
The Newsboy does the rest. Méliès Summary/American Film Institute Catalog of Feature 
Films. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Male (Editor, Linotype Operator). Group-4.  
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Linotype Operator). Unspecified-4 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). News Employee (Linotype Operator, Newsboys).  

Pack Journalists, Miscellaneous-2.  
Description: Major: Editor, Linotype Operator, Newsboys, Pack Journalists, Positive 
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous-2, Positive. 
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The Russian Army in Manchuria (1904) 
War Correspondent George Rogers of the Charles Urban Trading Co.  
 
A grand and unique series of pictures photographed by Mr. George Rogers. Mr. George 
Rogers, the war correspondent of the Charles Urban Trading Co. is an American. He has 
made his application from Paris. Here he waited three months before a permit to go to 
Russia was granted. After waiting three weeks in St. Petersburg, he was allowed to 
proceed as far as Irkutsk. At this town, he was turned out of the train, on the ground that 
transport was needed for the military for war stores. So Mr. Rogers bought a sledge and 
three ponies, and fortunately falling in with a troop of cossacks arrived, after seventeen 
days travelling, at Harbin where he was by the end of April. Order of the scenes: I. 
Arrival of General Kuropatkin, received by Generals Rennankamph and Grekoff. -- II. 
Troop of cossacks starting the march across Lake Baikal. -- III. Russian infantry crossing 
Lake Baikal. -- IV. Transport of Army provisions across Lake Baikal. -- V. Cossacks on 
the march to the Yalu waited three weeks in St. Petersburg. Méliès Summary/American 
Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Male (George Rogers) 
Ethnicity: White (George Rogers) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: War Correspondent (George Rogers) 
Description: Major: George Rogers, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 

 
 

1905 
 
The Newsboy (1905) 
Newsboy.  
 
A poor boy starts out as a newsboy and eventually becomes a Supreme Court judge. 
IMDb Summary. 
 
His career from Newsboys’ Lodging House to Supreme Court Bench. Advertisement, 
New York Clipper, December 23, 1905, p. 1140. 
 
The Newsboy, a serio-comic story of New York. Vitagraph Advertisement, The 
Billboard, January 20, 1906, p. 31. 
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Status Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing. 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy) 
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor:  None 
 
 

1906 
 
The Critic (1906) 
Critic Dalan Ale writes an honest opinion about vaudeville acts. The article annoys the 
performers who want to attack him. Insert of his newspaper column is shown. 
 
This film has been aptly termed a “Continuous” Chuckle. It is a satire on “continuous 
vaudeville” and the newspaper critics. Dalan Ale, the celebrated scribe, views a 
particularly bad show. This is the first scene of the production. He then, in the second 
scene, goes to his office and writes a scathing criticism, which criticism is shown in the 
film. The following scene shows the vaudeville actors reading the criticism, and the final 
scene shows them calling on Dalan Ale in his office and presenting their compliments. 
The film is one that will be received with roars of laughter, for it appeals with peculiar 
force to the regular vaudeville patron. The photography of the production is splendid 
throughout. Biograph Summary, American Film Institute Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Public Domain – Print Exists 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Dalan Ale) 
Ethnicity: White (Dalan Ale) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Critic (Dalan Ale) 
Description: Major: Dalan Ale, Positive.  
Description: Minor: None. 
 
 
 

1907 
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John D. and the Reporter (1907) 
Editor of the Daily. Enterprising reporter.  
 
President of Rancid Oil tries to escape justice, but a reporter serves him with a summons. 
In the end he has to pay a $29 million fine. Oil tycoon character is based on John D. 
Rockefeller, IMDb Summary. 
 
John D. sits in his private office, where no money is taken on Sunday, but where all loose 
cash can be brought any old day. The law is after John D. The court officers cannot find 
him. The editor of the Daily offers a reward of $10,000 to any person serving the 
summons on John D. An enterprising reporter goes after the $10,000 and incidentally 
John D. John D., however, is too foxy. He takes an air-ship and flies away. The reporter, 
still after him, follows over roofs, over land and water. At last, cruel fate overtakes John 
D. The balloon strikes an oil tank of the Rancid Oil Co. The balloon explodes and John 
D. falls into the oil tank. He is rescued by his working men, but, behold, before him 
stands the reporter with the summons. Shortly after this the officer of the Court arrives 
and a check for $29,000,000, which is money squeezed out of the poor consumers' 
pockets, and poor John D. is happy again. Lubin Summary/American Film Institute 
Catalog of Feature Films 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Editor, Reporter) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). Reporter (Reporter) 
Description: Major: Reporter, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
	
	
Looking for the Medal (1907) 
Newsboys selling The Daily Liar. Publisher of The Daily Liar. 
 
The subject opens with a street scene. The noon issue of a paper is just off the press and 
the men and boys are running down the street in mad haste to dispose of their stock. The 
issue contains a special offer of 100,000 francs to the person finding the Daily Liar's 
Medal. The proposition causes awful excitement in the town, and everybody purchasing 
the paper, as soon as the headlines are devoured, rushes off in a vain effort to gain the 
prize. Barbers leave their patrons and rush off with razor and shears and the patrons, still 
wearing the large apron around the neck, join the throng. Laborers drop their tools and 
hasten to try their luck to locate the medal. Soldiers leave their post of duty, officers leave 
their prisoners escape and men and women of every description are doing the most 
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singular things to locate the medal. Finally one succeeds and reports at the office of the 
publisher for his reward. The doors of the place are locked as soon as the man enters the 
place. The crowd gathers on the streets and makes strenuous efforts to get in the place. At 
one of the upper windows is seen the lucky man, but, alas, as he looks down upon the 
crowd he leans out over the balcony and slowly sifts the money down to the scrambling 
mob below. Directly, he throws off his coat, vest and other apparel, and it is evident that, 
although he was fortunate enough to find the medal, he was unfortunate enough to lose 
his reason. Gaumont Catalogue.  
	
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Publisher). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Publisher). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Publisher (Publisher). News Employee (Newsboys) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Publisher, Newsboys, Positive 
	
	
The Making of a Modern Newspaper (1907) 
Newspaper staff. Managing Editor. Reporters. Press Rooms.  
 
1. A newspaper building 100 years ago. 2. "Ye Franklin's Post." 3. A modern newspaper 
building. 4. The business offices. 5. The managing editor. 6. Receiving Want Ads. by 
telephone and telegraph. 7. Reporters room. 8. The composing room. 9. Linotype room. 
10. The typesetting machines. 11. The stereotyping room. 12. Drawing the daily cartoon. 
13. The press rooms. 14. Delivery, mailing and shipping room. 15. Making the trains. 16. 
The newspaper in the home. Lubin Summary/American Film Institute Catalog of Feature 
Films 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Male (Managing Editor, Cartoonist). Group-8. 
Ethnicity: White (Managing Editor, Cartoonist). Unspecified-8 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Managing Editor). Cartoonist (Cartoonist). Reporter (Reporters). News  

Employees (Linotype Operators, Typesetters, Composing Room, Stereotyping 
Room, Editorial Offices, Business Offices, Press Room).  

Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Managing Editor, Cartoonist, Reporters, News Employees-7,  
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 Positive 
	
 
The Poet’s Bid for Fame (1907) 
Newspaper Editor and Copy Boy 
 
The ecstatic poet calls at the office of the newspaper to present his inspiration; is met 
rudely by the editor and his office boy. He harangues a crowd in the street; is run into a 
padded cell. Finally goes onto the stage to recite; he is not favorably received. Intensely 
funny and grand quality. The Moving Picture World, April 20, 1907, p. 108. Lubin	
Summary/American	Film	Institute	Catalog	of	Feature	Films 
 
A mad poet is rejected by an editor, thrown into jail, escapes, goes on stage and is pelted. 
IMDb Summary.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Editor, Copy Boy) 
Ethnicity: White (Editor, Copy Boy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editor). News Employee (Copy Boy). 
Description: Major: Editor, Positive 
Description: Minor: Copy Boy, Positive  
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1908 
 
Afraid of Microbes (1908) 
Newspaper Article panics an old man 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, January 11, 1908, p. 29 
 
 
 



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	32	

 
The Moving Picture World, January 18, 1908, p. 36, Editorial Comment. 
 
Viewing	Notes:	
Funny	old	man	reading	a	newspaper:	“September	the	20th.	The	microbe	of	influenza	
has	been	in	our	town	since	yesterday	making	over	500	victims.”		He	finds	another	
article	that	relieves	his	anxiety:	“Simpkins	disinfectant	the	most	wonderful	
antiseptic.”		
He	gets	up	and	goes	out.	Goes	to	a	pharmacy.	He	buys	the	disinfectant.	It’s	in	an	
atomizer.	He	sprays	the	two	men	in	the	shop.	He	sprays	a	shoe-shine	man	who	
knocks	him	down.	He	sprays	a	man	who	comes	up	to	him.	He	sits	down	at	an	outside	
restaurant	and	sprays	the	waiter	who	chases	him	away.	Three	men	are	after	him.	He	
sprays	a	policeman	he	asks	for	directions.	All	four	start	chasing	him.	He	sprays	a	
man	coming	out	of	a	sewer.	He	joins	the	chase.	They	grab	him	and	beat	him	up.	They	
give	him	a	shower	all	tied	up.	Final	shot	is	hosing	the	tied-up	man.	The	End.	
 
 
Status: Library of Congress 
Viewed – Library of Congress site. https://www.loc.gov/item/2006640756/ 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Positive 
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The Boy Detective or The Abductors Foiled (1908)   

 
Newsboy Swipesy (played by an unknown female actor), a juvenile Sherlock.  
 
	
Viewing	Notes:	
Newsboy	playing	craps	with	a	friend.	Smoking.	He	picks	up	his	papers	and	follows	
two	men	who	are	following	a	woman.	She	goes	into	her	house.	The	two	men	stop	
and	the	newsboy	tries	to	sell	them	a	newspaper.	He	keeps	following	them.	He	runs	
for	help,	drops	papers,	keeping	running	and	runs	into	a	man.	They	fall,	he	gets	up	
and	keeps	running.		Runs	to	the	woman’s	house	with	his	newspapers.		(No	titles).	He	
sees	the	woman	and	she	goes	to	the	telephone.	Newsboy	dresses	up	as	the	woman.	
Goes	into	a	carriage	driven	by	a	horse.	Two	men	stop	the	carriage	and	woman	(the	
newsboy)	gets	out	holding	a	gun.	Police	arrive	and	arrest	the	two	men.	Policeman	
congratulates	newsboy	and	they	drive	off.	Closeup	of	newsboy	holding	gun	and	
aiming	it	and	then	laughing	because	the	gun	is	really	a	cigarette	case.	Takes	out	a	
cigarette	and	smokes	it,	smiling.		
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The Moving Picture World, March 14, 1908, p. 216. 
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Status: Public Domain 
Viewed 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Swipesy)  
Ethnicity: White (Swipesy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Swipesy) 
Description: Major: Swipesy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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Bridal Couple Dodging Cameras (1908) (aka Bridal Couple Dodging the Cameras, 
The Bride Loses Her Duke)  
Reporters. Women Society Reporters. Camera Fiends.  Pack Journalism. News Media 
Circus. 
 

  
Variety, May 9, 1908, p.11 
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The Moving Picture World, May 9, 1908, p. 422. Also reprinted in Edison Films 
Advertisement, Variety, May 9, 1908, p. 31,  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group-3 
Ethnicity: Unspecified-3 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists-3 
Description: Major: Pack Journalists-3, Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Christmas in Paradise Alley (1908) 
Jimmy, the Newsboy 
 
It is Christmas Eve in the alley. A few pedestrians pass along, carrying Christmas 
packages, then comes the orphan newsboy, ragged, cold and hungry. He tries to sell his 
papers, but is unsuccessful and sits down on a doorstep sick at heart. Two East Side 
ruffians stop nearby, planning a holdup. They point up the alley where a fashionably 
dressed woman is distributing Christmas gifts to the poor.  
 
As she goes further up the street, the ruffians following, the boy comes from his place of 
concealment, finds a policeman and both hide in a door way. As the thugs attack the 
woman, the policeman beats them off and they make a hasty retreat. At this moment, an 
old humpbacked man comes along. He is the newsboy’s uncle and lives upon the 
earnings of the boy.  
 
When he finds that the orphan has sold no papers he strikes him with a cane and drags 
him off to their wretched home. Here again, the old man beats the boy and sends him to 
bed without supper. The boy hangs his stockings in the fireplace, then writes a note to 
Santa Claus asking for gum, a watch and some cigarettes.  He then falls asleep and 
dreams that a fairy appears in the room.  
 
At a wave from her wand, Santa Claus comes from the chimney. Another pass and the 
boy is clothed in a new suit and surrounded by toys. Santa takes a box of cigarettes from 
the tree and Jim drops everything to take them.  
 
As he does so everything disappears and the boy finds it is only a dream. His uncle comes 
into the room and beats him for being awake and is still threatening him when a knock is 
heard on the door. The old man opens it and the wealthy woman of our first scene, 
followed by her coachman, enters the room. She tells the old man that the boy saved her 
from an attack by ruffians and that she wishes to reward him. The old man’s manner 
changes and he pats his nephew affectionately on the cheek.  
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The woman thanks the boy, showers presents upon him and then leaves. The old man, 
smiling at their unexpected good fortune, bids the boy a fond good-night, rubs his hand 
gleefully and goes to bed. The boy sits down and writes a letter to Santa thanking him for 
sending the kind lady to him and he promises to be a good boy and that he won’t smoke 
any more cigarettes, “honest, I won’t. Then he inspects his presents and puts on his new 
clothes. Length 355 feet. The Moving Picture World, December 12, 1908, p. 488.  
 

 
The	Moving	Picture	World,	December	19,	1908,	p.	500.		
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Jimmy)  
Ethnicity: White (Jimmy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Jimmy) 
Description: Major: Jimmy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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The Female Politician, Mrs. Bell, Is Nominated for Mayor (1908) 
Newspaper Reporters. Cartoonist. Unidentified News Staff. 
 
In a cozy little home Mr. Bell is seen bedecked with an apron working industriously, 
carrying the baby on one arm, while with the other he works a carpet-sweeper. His wife, 
a very attractive young woman, comes home, removes her hat and wraps, which her 
husband very obediently puts away. A telegram is received and the lady, upon opening it, 
reads: "To Mrs. Jing L. Bell, The convention instructs me to inform you that it has chosen 
you as its candidate for mayor. Mrs. Gettem, President." Mrs. Bell is delighted at this 
unexpected honor, while her better half is correspondingly dejected. The candidate puts 
on her wraps, kisses hubby good-bye and sallies forth in quest of votes. The first man she 
meets and asks for his vote, shakes his head "No" several times. After she chucks him 
under the chin he answers in the affirmative. The lady meets several other men, who 
promise their support, each in turn dragging on behind the "mayor to be." Coming upon 
some laborers working in a ditch, Mrs. Bell asks for their votes. Each one signifies his 
willingness to support her at $2 per vote. She motions them to turn their heads while she 
takes the money out of her stocking to give them. At a street corner the lady meets some 
of her own sex. She kisses each one of them, when the women notice the men following 
their leader. They each grab one man and lead him away. The politician distributes cigars 
of doubtful quality promiscuously, interviews the newspaper reporters, and has her 
picture taken.  
 
The following morning Mrs. Bell is in bed reading a newspaper. In it is a cartoon 
showing her as a masculinely inclined female with her hat on the side of her head, while 
Mr. Bell is pictured in one corner as a puny little fellow doing the housework and 
minding the baby. Mrs. Bell tears the paper up in disgust, goes to her desk and writes. "I 
hereby resign my candidacy for mayor. My family needs my attention. Mrs. Bell.”  
Length, 492 feet. The Moving Picture World, August 1, 1908, p. 92. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Cartoonist). Group-2 
 Ethnicity: White (Cartoonist). Unspecified-2 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Cartoonist (Cartoonist). Pack Journalists. Unidentified News Staff. 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Cartoonist, Negative, Pack Journalists, Positive, Unidentified  
 Newspaper Staff, Neutral 
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The Flower Girl (1908) 
Newsboy 
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The Moving Picture World, May 9, 1908, pp. 425-426 
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Status: Unknown.  
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
Her Newsboy Friend (1908) 
Newsboy. 
 
A splendid drama in which a newsboy who is befriended by a factory girl and repays the 
kindness by thwarting the plans of a designing villain and affecting a reconciliation with 
her lover. Vitagraph Advertisement, 1908 
 
A young workman and his sweetheart are walking leisurely along the street on their way 
to work.  At the factory gate they part, the young man going his way, while the girl enters 
the building. She goes about her duties in the office and while thus engaged a well-
dressed but villainous looking man enters and asks a question. She replies and he walks 
away, glancing back at her as he goes. At this time a little newsboy enters the office, 
offering his papers for sale. The villain gruffly refuses and pushes the youngster away. 
The girl calls the boy, buys a paper and divides her lunch with him. After finishing her 
business, the man is about to depart, seeks and is given an introduction to our heroine. He 
hands her his card, bows profusely and leaves. That night, shortly after reaching home, a 
messenger boy delivers a large package of roses to the young lady. She is surprised, and 
still more so when she finds on the card attached the name of her new acquaintance of the 
morning. The flowers are laid aside, the young lady and her mother go about their work 
and in a short time her workman lover enters. He spies the roses, reads the name on the 
card and in a fit of jealousy leaves the house. The weeks roll by without either one 
endeavoring to effect a reconciliation. The lovers pass each other on their way to work, 
cast cautious looks at each other but neither speaks. At the factory, while at her work, the 
girl receives another box of flowers with a note in which the writer (the villain) insists on 
the girl dining with him that evening, stating that he has sent word to her mother, and also 
that he will call for her at the factory at 6 o’clock. At the appointed time the man appears. 
They proceed to a disreputable café, take seats in one of the stalls, the waiter is called and 
drinks ordered. The innocent girl indignantly refuses to drink, denounces her companion 
and starts to leave. The villain tries to intercept her, but our little hero enters at this 
opportune moment, looks defiantly at the group, and then departs with the girl. 
 
A few days later the employees are leaving the factory, the heroine among them. The 
villain, who has been lounging about the gate, meets her as if through accident. She 
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refuses to speak to him, breaks away and goes homeward. The little newsboy again is on 
hand, observes the whole proceeding and starts after the man. His destination proves to 
be the café of our previous scene, and entering this, the villain bargains with two thugs to 
abduct the girl. The newsboy overhears the plan, determines to prevent it, and tells the 
workman of what he has learned. The young lover secures the assistance of the police, 
and arming himself and the newsboy, start for the scene of trouble. 
 
The young girl comes from work and finds a letter asking her to come to a certain 
address. Reluctantly and with a foreboding of trouble, the young girl starts out. She 
locates the house, approaches the door, and as she reaches it, a tough appears and drags 
the girl inside. The villain rushes out and throws a cloth over her face. Further violence is 
prevented by the appearance of the police, who put the thugs to rout and release the girl. 
The newsboy approaches, and, taking her hand, places it in that of her workman lover. 
They fall into a fond embrace, while the little newsboy raises his hands in blessing. 985 
feet. The Moving Picture World, September 26, 1908, p. 245. 
 
Status: Unknown.  
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy) 
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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An Honest Newsboy’s Reward (1908) 
Newsboy.   
 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 20, 1908, p. 532. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender:  Male (Newsboy) 
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major:  Newsboy, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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Honesty Is the Best Policy (A Pathetic Story of Life in the Slums) (1908) 
Newsboy. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, June 20, 1908, p. 531.  
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Positive 
 
 
Lottery Ticket (le billet de loterie) – French (1908) 
Newspaper	Boy	

	
The Moving Picture World, April 11, 1908, p. 326 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Newsboy) 
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Neutral 
	
	
The Professor’s Trip to the Country or, a Case of Mistaken Identity (1908) 
Newspaper alerts professor that a noted pugilist is arriving resulting in a case of mistaken 
identity. 
 
Professor Joshua J. Jonas and his wife are sitting at a table, the lady knitting, the 
professor surrounded by ponderous volumes. A scientific atmosphere pervades the room, 
various charts and instruments being distributed around. The professor is observed in 
study as a knock comes at the door. The letter carrier gives a letter, which the lady opens 
and reads. It is an invitation from their cousin, Ebenezer Jones, to visit them at their 
country home, Mill Village, New Hampshire. Immediately preparations are made for the 
trip, suit cases, bundles, etc., all marked very conspicuously, "J. J. J." After the packing is 
finished, the professor kisses his wife and leaves for the journey. Leaving the professor, 
we turn to the general store in Mill Village. The rubes are lounging about, swapping 
stories, arguing political questions, etc., as the storekeeper comes to the door with a local 
newspaper in his hand. The arguments are stopped as he reads from the paper in his hand 
an item to the effect that James J. Jeffries, the noted pugilist, will spend a short time in 
their town hunting and fishing. The boys determine to give the world's champion a royal 
welcome upon his arrival. At the railway station we see the train approaching. The rubes 
are lounging about as the train stops and the passengers alight. The professor, with his 
baggage conspicuously marked, is the last to get off. The rubes notice the "J. J. J." and 
jump to the conclusion that Jeffries has indeed arrived. They surround the professor, who 
is surprised at his hearty and unexpected welcome. The poor man is slapped on the back 
until he winces with pain. Some of the rubes pick up his bundles and valises, the others 
raise the professor aloft and carry him away on their shoulders, all the while shouting and 
waving their hats. He expostulates and tries to explain, but he is overwhelmed and his 
voice is drowned in the general hubbub. The procession marches up the street to the 
village hotel, where the professor is introduced to the local champion and a friendly bout 
is arranged. Joshua is horrified and endeavors to straighten out the tangle, but to no avail. 
The hotelkeeper brings a set of boxing gloves, and before he knows it, Joshua Jones is 
down and out. The local champion, believing that he has bested Jeffries, is very much 
puffed up, while the onlookers are correspondingly disgusted. At this time Cousin 
Ebenezer comes up the road in his farm wagon and stops to see the cause of the 
commotion. He recognizes the professor sitting, propped up against the front of the hotel, 
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the hotelkeeper attending him with a towel and a bucket of water, while the local victor 
struts proudly around. At the sight of Ebenezer the professor is overjoyed. His luggage is 
thrown into the farm wagon and he drives away, while the rubes continue to discuss the 
affair, the local champion being disgusted and crestfallen. Length 320 feet. The Moving 
Picture World, October 3, 1908, p. 267.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
 
Railway Tragedy (1908) 
Newspaper Reporters 
	

	
The	Moving	Picture	World,	April	18,	1908,	p.	353	
	
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group  
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Pack Journalists 
Description: Major: None 
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Description: Minor: Pack Journalists, Positive 
 
 
Scotland’s Greatest Newspaper (1908) 
Newspaper offices.  
 
Shows the editing and publishing of The Scotsman. British Film Catalogue: Two Volume 
Set – The Fiction Film/The Non-Fiction Film, No. 03637.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group-9. 
Ethnicity: Unspecified-9 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editors), Reporter (Reporters), News Employees (Linotype Operators,  
 Typesetters, Composing Room, Stereotyping Room, Editorial Offices, Business  
 Offices, Press Room).  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editors, Reporters, News Employees-7, Positive 
	
 
 
The	Ticklish	Man	(1908)	
Newspaper	man	
	
He	gets	into	all	sorts	of	trouble	owing	to	his	unfortunate	failing.	His	maid	
unconsciously	tickles	him	with	a	duster	while	handing	him	his	mail.	Consequence:	
The	chair	upsets,	over	goes	the	dishes,	table	and	all.	Coming	out	of	his	house,	a	
newspaper	man	gestures	with	his	finger	and	touches	his	ribs.	Trying	to	catch	a	
trolley,	a	gentleman	touches	him	with	his	cane,	and	so	forth	ad	infinitum.	Lubin	
Summary/American	Film	Institute	Catalog	of	Feature	Films	
	
The	“comedy”	is	a	slapstick	work	of	the	very	cheapest	kind.	Such	productions	do	
great	harm	to	the	moving	picture	business.	Bush,	The	Moving	Picture	World,	
September,	1908,	p.	298.	
	
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Newspaperman)  
Ethnicity: White (Newspaperman) 
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Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Newspaperman) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newspaperman, Positive 
 

 
 

1909 
 

 
The Ambassador’s Dispatch Case (1909) (aka The Ambassador’s Despatch Case,  
La valise diplomatique - Italy) 
Reporter.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, February 6, 1909, p. 134.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Male (Over-zealous Reporter) 
Ethnicity:  White (Over-zealous Reporter) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Over-zealous Reporter)  
Description: Major: Reporter, Transformative Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
 



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	52	

At the Altar – The Interception of a Rejected Suitor’s Vengeance (1909)  
Newsboy (Robert Harron) 
 
Napoleon I. said “Vengeance has no foresight,” which may be true, but it has cunning, 
and never more than when wrought by this Sicilian, for in the evolution of means of 
wreaking vengeance he was past master. Revenge is always the pleasure of a little, weak, 
narrow mind and tends to make men more savage than cruel. At the Italian boarding 
house, the male boarders were all smitten with the charms of Minnie, the landlady’s 
pretty daughter, but she was of a poetic turn of mind and her soul soared above 
plebeianism and her aspirations were romantic.  A coarse Sicilian was her most persistent 
suitor. But a talented musician, a violinist who was romantic and poetic filled the void in 
her yearning heart when he arrived at the boarding house. This enraged the Sicilian. The 
day of the wedding, the Sicilian contrived an infernal machine with a pistol so arranged 
that its explosion means death to anyone standing in front of it. He writes a gloating note 
about his plans for killing the bride and then takes poison. A housemaid discovers the 
note and gives it to a policeman who rushes madly to the church. The officer falls, 
breaking his ankle just outside the church. A newsboy seeing his plight runs up and the 
policeman directs him hurriedly to the church where he arrives just in time to save the 
couple who start back at his yell, for the priest had just made the step which fires the gun, 
but with no harm done. The priest gives thanks to God for their deliverance and proceeds 
with the wedding. Length, 972 feet. The Moving Picture World, February 20, 1909, p. 
211. 
 
Viewing Notes: 
Musician writes a note about his plans for killing the bride. He then collapses. A 
housemaid discovers the note and gives it to a policeman who rushes to the church to 
save the coupe who are about to be married. 
As he runs to the church, he trips and falls over a hen. He can barely walk but still 
struggles to get there in time. The ceremony continues. 
As the policeman  hobbles, he falls and can’t get up. A newsboy comes to help. The 
policeman tells him to go to the church to warn the bride and groom. He gets there and 
shouts about the danger. The shot goes off, but no one is standing in front of it so no 
harm done. 
 
Status: Public copy exists in the Library of Congress film archive 
Viewed: YouTube 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Newsboy)  
Ethnicity: White (Newsboy) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Newsboy) 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Newsboy, Positive 
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A Blacksmith’s Daughter (1909) 
Newspaper 
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The Moving Picture World, August 14, 1909, p. 237.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Breach of Promise (1909) 
Newspaper Article 
 
A comedy of matrimony. A gay young actress receives in her morning’s mail a 
newspaper, containing the announcement of the coming wedding of other former admirer 
with another girl. The enraged actress runs to the house of the young man and chastises 
him soundly, leaving him locked up in his room, after he had admitted the truth of the 
announcement. The unfortunate lover escapes from the window and hurries to the place 
appointed for the wedding, only to arrive there late. He is severely reprimanded by his 
intended bride and by the other people present. In utter disgust he renounces his purpose 
and declare that he prefers to remain single. Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, 
September 11, 1909, p. 364 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 2, 1909, p. 459 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Charity Rewarded (1909) 
Newspaper Article 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, August 21, 1909, p. 263. 
 
 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
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Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Clever Reporter (1909) 
Reporter. Editor. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, April 24, 1909, p. 526. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Reporter, Editor)  
Ethnicity: White (Reporter, Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Reporter). Editor (Editor). 
Description: Major: Reporter, Transformative Positive 
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Description: Minor: Editor, Positive 
 
 
The Cub Reporter (1909) 
Cub reporter is assigned to do an undercover story on an insane asylum and is captured 
by the inmates. Editor. 
 

The Moving Picture World, December 18, 1909, p. 880. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Male (Cub Reporter, Editor). Group.  
Ethnicity: White (Cub Reporter, Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Cub Reporter (Cub Reporter). Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Cub Reporter, Positive 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
Current News Items (1909) 
Newspaper 

 
The Moving Picture World, January 2, 1909, p. 16.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
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Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Positive 
 
 
A Dream of Wealth (1909) (aka A Tale of the Gold Seekers of ’49) 
Newspaper 
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The Moving Picture World,  January 2, 1909, p. 20. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
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Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: Unidentified News Staff, Positive 
Description: Minor:  None 
 
	
The	Drunkard’s	Child	(1909)	
Crippled	newsboy	is	selling	papers	on	the	corner	while	his	mother	lies	on	her	death	
bed.	His	drunken	father	watches	to	take	the	pennies	from	the	boy.		
	

	
The	Moving	Picture	World,	August	14,	1909,	p.	235	
	
An	act	of	honesty	by	a	crippled	newsboy,	the	son	of	a	drunkard,	sets	off	the	hain	of	
events	portrayed	in	this	film.	The	scenes	are:	the	newsboy	selling	his	papers	on	a	
busy	street,	the	act	of	honesty,	the	reward	from	the	benefactor,	the	death	of	the	
newsboy’s	mother,	the	attempt	by	the	drunkard	father	to	steal	the	benefactor’s	
money,	the	killing	of	the	father	when	he	attempts	the	burglary,	and	the	final	scene	
when	the	benefactor	adopts	the	crippled	newsboy.	Motion	Pictures	from	the	Library	
of	Congress	Paper	Print	Collection,	1894-1912,	p.	181.		
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Viewing	Notes:	
Title	Card:	“Honesty	Rewarded.”	
Crippled	Newsboy	with	papers	sells	a	paper	to	a	man	on	the	street.	He	pockets	the	
coin.	Sells	another	paper,	given	a	bill	and	told	to	keep	the	change.	His	drunkard	
father	is	there.	A	third	customer	buys	a	paper	and	then	buys	the	boy	a	roll	from	a	
bakery,	then	a	jacket	to	wear.	The	drunkard	father	is	following	them.		
Title	Card:	“The	dying	mother	pleads	protection	for	her	child.”	
Doctor	by	mother’s	bedside.	She	dies.		The	drunkard	father	returns.	He	blames	the	
doctor.	The	doctor	sends	him	away.	The	crippled	boy	goes	to	his	mother’s	side.	
Another	woman	comes	in.	The	crippled	boy	is	crying	and	the	woman	takes	him	
away.	Two	women	are	given	money	by	the	doctor	to	dispose	of	the	body.	
Title	Card:	“On	the	way	to	the	new	home	the	drunkard	attempts	to	regain	his	child.”	
The	boy	is	dressed	in	good	clothes	and	on	a	boat.	The	drunkard	father	grabs	him.	
There	is	a	struggle.	He	knocks	down	the	benefactor	and	runs	off.	
Title	Card:	“A	homeless	boy	no	longer.”	
The	benefactor	brings	him	home	and	his	wife	kisses	him.		
Title	Card:	“The	Mortgage	Money”	
The	benefactor	puts	the	money	he	receives	in	a	safe.	The	boy	is	on	the	floor	reading.	
The	woman	making	inner.	It’s	bedtime.	
Title	Card:	“The	Alarm.”	
The	crippled	newsboy	is	saying	his	prayers	and	the	woman	is	putting	him	to	bed.	
The	boy	gets	out	of	bed	and	hobbles	to	the	window.	He	backs	up.	
Title	Card:	“The	Father’s	Death.”	
The	drunkard	father	tries	to	open	the	benefactor’s	safe	to	get	the	money.	The	boy	
sees	him.	
He	opens	the	safe,	grabs	the	money	and	the	benefactor	comes	in	and	there	is	a	
struggle.	As	the	drunkard	father	is	strangling	him,	another	man	arrives	with	a	gun	
and	kills	the	man.	
Title	Card:	“Adopted”	
The	benefactor,	his	wife	and	the	boy	see	an	attorney	and	sign	the	legal	adoption	
papers.	The	attorney	congratulates	the	boy	and	the	mother	hugs	him.		End	of	Film.	
	
Status::	Library	of	Congress	Paper	Collection	
Viewed.	Youtube.		
	
Type:	Movie	
Genre:	Drama	
Gender:	Male	(Newsboy)	 	
Ethnicity:	White	(Newsboy)	
Media	Category:	Newspaper	
Job	Title:	News	Employee	(Newsboy)	
Description:	Major:	Newsboy,	Positive	
Description:	Minor:	None	
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A Female Reporter (1909) 
Managing Editor of The Daily Knocker.  Society Reporter Miss Flip.  
 

The Moving Picture World, December 25, 1909, p. 922. 
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The Moving Picture World, December 18, 1909, pp. 887, 889. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender:  Female (Miss Flip), Male (Managing Editor). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Miss Flip, Managing Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Miss Flip), Editor (Managing Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Miss Flip, Positive. 
Description: Minor: Managing Editor, Negative. Miscellaneous, Neutral. 
 
 
Hunted to the End (1909) 
Journalist. 
 

 
Gaumont Films Advertisement and The Moving Picture World, June 12, 1909, p. 784, 
803.  
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The Motion Picture World, June 12, 1909, p. 802.  
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama  
Gender: Male (Journalist). 
Ethnicity: White (Journalist) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Reporter (Journalist) 
Description: Major: Journalist, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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The Infernal Machine (1909) 
Newspaper Article. A banker reads in the morning newspaper about a dangerous crank at 
large who carries an infernal machine set to go off at 2 p.m. In terror, he inspects a 
package left on his desk and decides to get rid of it immediately.  
 
A “crank” leaves a package with a banker, then the banker reads in the paper about a mad 
bomber. On his way to dispose of the package two crooks notice the nervous capitalist 
and determine to rob him. While following the man, they steal a similar package that a 
woman was observed leaving on a doorstep and later substitute it for the banker’s 
package. On the outskirts of the city, the banker places his unwanted parcel in an 
abandoned wooded area. But after walking away, he turns around to discover some 
children playing with it. The horrified man runs up to them only to see that the package 
contained fruitcake. Meanwhile, the nearby crooks open their stolen parcel and are blown 
up. The what-to-do-with-the-bomb (usually anarchist’s bomb) routine would be repeated 
many times during the teens. It would remain a short film staple until the late 1930s. 
Michael Slade Shull, Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929, p. 15124 
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The Moving Picture World, May 8, 1909, p. 606 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
The Jilt (1909) 
Newspaper Story has consequences 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, May 15, 1909, p. 623 
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The Moving Picture World, May 15, 1909, p. 642 
 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
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Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
The Little Father; or, The Dressmaker’s Loyal Son (1909) 
Newspaper Boy Bobby (Robert).  
 
Bereft of her husband and with three children to support, Mrs. Northfield makes a scant 
living by dressmaking, helped by Bobby, the eldest of the three, who runs errands and 
serves a newspaper route. Accused of theft by one of her patrons, Mrs. Northfield is 
convicted upon circumstantial evidence and is sentenced to prison. The burden of the 
family falls upon ten-year-old Bobby, but the “Little Father” manages so well that when 
the discovery of the hiding place, where the owner concealed her jewels and forgot them, 
results in the release of the mother, she finds Bobby the proud and happy owner of a 
prosperous newsstand. The little girl has new dresses and the baby a new coach, all 
supplied by the brave youngster. A simply told tale that will attract the feminine and 
juvenile patronage. Length 610 feet. Vitagraph Films Advertisement, The Moving Picture 
World, September 18, 1909, p. 368 
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The Moving Picture World, September 18, 1909, p. 391. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	75	

Gender: Male (Bobby) 
Ethnicity: White (Bobby) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: News Employee (Bobby) 
Description: Major: Bobby, Positive 
Description: Minor: None 
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Lucky	Jim	(1909)	
Newspaper	article	reveals	that	a	man	married	to	a	woman	another	man	loves	has	
died.	
	

	
The	Moving	Picture	World,	April	24,	1909,	p.	524	
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Viewing	Notes:	
Jim	wins	the	woman	of	his	dreams	but	it	turns	out	to	be	a	mistake.	Jim	dies	and	Jack	
now	wants	the	woman	he	loves.	Jack	is	still	repining	over	a	portrait	of	Gertie,	when	
the	housemaid	brings	in	a	newspaper:	“Death	Notice.”	Jim	has	died	and	Jack	can	now	
be	with	Gertie.	He	realizes	she	can’t	cook.	They	fight	and	knocks	him	down	and	hits	
him	repeatedly,	then	throws	tableware	at	him	breaking	it	over	his	head.	She	finally	
leaves	the	room	in	a	rage.	Jack	sees	a	picture	of	Jim	and	wishes	he	were	Jim.		
	
Status:	Print	Exists	
Viewed:	Youtube	
	
Type:	Movie	
Genre:	Comedy	
Gender:	Group	 	
Ethnicity:	Unspecified	
Media	Category:	Newspaper	
Job	Title:	Unidentified	News	Staff	
Description:	Major:	None	
Description:	Minor:	Unidentified	News	Staff,	Neutral	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	78	

Manhood’s Reward (1909) 
Printer William Harrison. Publisher-Editor Jim Case.  Printer’s Devil Bobby Pye.  
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The Moving Picture World, December 11,1909, p. 857, 859. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie  
Genre: Drama  
Gender: Male (William Harrison, Jim Case, Bobby Pye). 
Ethnicity: White (William Harrison, Jim Case, Bobby Pye) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  News Employee (William Harrison, Bobby Pye).  Editor (Jim Case).  
Description: Major: William Harrison, Bobby Pye, Positive. Jim Case, Negative.  
Description: Minor: None 
 
 
The Marathon Craze (1909) 
Newspaper accounts of a marathon race affect a household. 
 
A cleverly contrived comedy in which the effects of newspaper accounts of Marathon 
races upon a household are shown. As a climax there is a surprising finish by an old 
grandmother who trailed the contestants to a Marathon course. Length 44 feet. Vitagraph 
Advertisement, The Moving Picture World, April 17, 1909, p. 504 
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The Moving Picture World, April 24, 1909, p. 528. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Mills of the Gods (1909) 
Freelance Writer Henry Woodson (Arthur V. Johnson), struggling writer, gets rejections 
from magazine editors. His girlfriend urges editor to read story. Three men in the editor’s 
office (William J. Butler, Verner Clarges, Frank Powell).  
 
“The	Mills	of	the	Gods	grind	slow,	but	they	grind	exceeding	small”,	is	but	a	synonym	
of	“All	comes	to	him	who	hustles	while	he	waits”.	Genius	is	often	rewarded	with	
posthumous	recognition,	still	there	are	occasions	where	fate	has	produced	an	agent	
who	has	lifted	merit	into	the	light	of	publicity	quite	unexpectedly.	Such	an	occasion	
occurs	in	this	Biograph	film	story.	Henry	Woodson,	a	struggling	author,	has	
experienced	the	usual	discouraging	indifference	on	the	part	of	magazine	editors,	
who	have	returned	his	literary	efforts	unread,	for	being	unknown	to	them,	they	
deem	it	a	waste	of	valuable	time	to	read	them.	Desperate	beyond	expression,	he	
realizes	that	if	something	doesn’t	turn	up	he	will	be	turned	out	of	his	boarding	
house	by	the	mercenary	landlady,	whose	daughter	Nellie	he	is	in	love	with	—	which	
love	is	returned.	Hulda,	the	Swedish	maid,	is	deeply	smitten	with	the	young	writer,	
and	is	grieved	at	his	misfortune.	An	idea	seizes	her.	She	has	saved	some	money,	so	
she	takes	his	rejected	manuscript	to	the	publisher	and	begs	that	he	accept	it	and	pay	
for	it	with	her	money.	This	the	editor	indignantly	refuses	to	do,	but	her	sincere,	
simple	manner	appeals	to	him,	so	he	at	length	consents	to	consider	it	sufficiently	as	
to	read	it.	It	is	a	surprise	to	him,	being	possessed	of	such	rare	merit,	that	he	sends	a	
check	to	Woodson,	with	word	that	he	will	be	glad	to	consider	anything	else	he	may	
write.	Woodson	is	at	a	loss	to	know	what	caused	their	change	of	attitude,	until	after	
the	editor	tells	him	of	the	Swedish	girl’s	visit.	He	also	realizes	who	had	left	financial	
assistance	on	his	table	anonymously,	for	which	he	gave	the	landlady’s	daughter	
credit.	Hulda’s	action	was	induced	by	her	lover	for	him,	but	his	heart	is	given	to	
Nellie	so	the	poor	girl	yields	to	the	protestations	of	Ole,	who	loves	her	to	distraction.	
His	devotion	for	her	really	wins	her	heart,	and	makes	her	happy	and	forget	the	
indifference	of	Woodson.	Biograph	Bulletin,	number	270,	August	30,	1909. 
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The Moving Picture World, September 4, 1909, p. 317.  
 
Status: Prints exist in the Museum of Modern Art film archive and in the Library of 
Congress film archive 
Not Viewed 
 
Type: Movie 
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Genre: Drama 
Gender: Male (Henry Woodson, Editor). Group. 
Ethnicity: White (Henry Woodson, Editor). Unspecified 
Media Category: Magazines 
Job Title: Writer (Henry Woodson). Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous. 
Description: Major: Henry Woodson, Editor, Positive.  
Description: Minor: Miscellaneous, Neutral 
 
 
The Newspaper World From Within (1909) 
Newspaper.  
 
Silent film cameras capture how the Morning Leader is printed. British Film Catalogue: 
Two Volume Set – The Fiction Film/The Non-Fiction Film, No. 03721.  
	
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Documentary 
Gender: Group-9. 
Ethnicity: Unspecified-9 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (Editors), Reporter (Reporters), News Employees (Linotype Operators,  
 Typesetters, Composing Room, Stereotyping Room, Editorial Offices, Business  
 Offices, Press Room).  
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Editors, Reporters, News Employees-7, Positive 
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The	Peachbasket	Hat	(1909)	
Newspaper.	Man	reading	a	newspaper	story	of	a	kidnapping	by	gypsies	fills	a	man	
with	horror	causing	all	kinds	of	comic	repercussions.	
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The	Moving	Picture	World,	June	19,	1909,	pp.	842-843	
	
Status:	Print	Exists	
Not	Viewed	
	
Type:	Movie	
Genre:	Comedy	
Gender:	Group	
Ethnicity:	Unspecified	
Media	Category:	Newspaper	
Job	Title:	Unidentified	News	Staff	
Description:	Major:	None	
Description:	Minor:	Unidentified	News	Staff,	Neutral	
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The Politician’s Love Story (1909) 

 
Cartoonist Peters of the Daily Bugle.  Newspaper Employees (George Gebhardt, Arthur 
V. Johnson, David Miles, Barry O’Moore). 
 
A comedy subject with a moral, “Don’t anticipate.” A political “boss” has been vilely 
caricatured by a newspaper cartoonist, and goes to annihilate the author of them, but 
finding the artist a pretty girl falls deeply in love with her. Biograph Films 
Advertisement, February 20, 1909, p. 191.  
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The Moving Picture World, February 20, 1909, p. 211. 
 
Viewing	Notes:	
Man	reading	newspaper.	Sees	caricature	of	himself	and	is	furious.	Stomps	on	
newspaper.	Gets	a	gun	and	vows	to	get	revenge	scaring	his	colleague.	At	a	
newspaper	office,	the	man	walks	in	waving	his	gun	and	demanding	to	see	the	
cartoonist.	Three	men	are	scared	to	death	and	point	him	in	the	proper	direction.		
	
Next	shot:	Newsroom.	Editor	and	three	men	and	a	woman	reading	newspapers	
under	the	sign	“Peters	Corner.”	He	scares	two	men.	Then	a	third	who	points	out	the	
artist	who	he	now	sees	is	a	woman.	They	talk.		She	takes	his	gun.	He	takes	off	his	hat	
while	talking	to	her.	The	men	are	all	still	scared.	He	goes	back	to	talk	to	the	female	
cartoonist.	She	goes	back	to	her	illustrator	board	and	draws	while	other	four	men	
cower	in	fear.	
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Men	arrives	home.	Put	gun	on	the	table.	Kisses	the	newspaper.	Is	smittened	with	the	
cartoonist.	
	
Back	at	the	office,	the	illustrator	and	four	men.	She	puts	on	her	hat	and	goes	out.		
Man	is	walking	outside	in	the	snow,	sits	down	on	a	bench.	Sees	couples	walking	
together.	Smiles	at	them.	Gets	out	and	walks	away.	Sits	down	on	another	bench	
unhappy.	More	couples	go	by	together.	He	grows	more	frustrated.	The	cartoonist	
shows	up.	He	greets	her,	then	follows	her.		Another	man	accosts	her.	The	man	she	
caricatured	knocks	him	down.	He	then	walks	away	with	her	as	the	film	ends.	
 
Status: Print exists.  Public Domain.  
Viewed - Youtube 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Romance 
Gender: Female (Peters), Male (Editor) Group-2  
Ethnicity: White (Peters, Editor). Unspecified-2 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title:  Cartoonist (Peters). Editor (Editor). Miscellaneous-2. 
Description: Major:  Peters, Very Positive 
Description: Minor: Editor, Positive., Miscellaneous-2, Neutral. 
 
 
 
The Power of the Press (1909) 
Editor John Marsden of The Trumpet replaces an editor who was run out of town. 
 

 
The	Moving	Picture	World,	January	8,	1910,	p.	17.	
 
Bill Mawson, mayor of a small western town, runs things for his own profit. His enemy is 
a local paper, and he has succeeded in driving the editor out of town. John Marsden, the 
new editor, arrives, and Mawson attempts to make him his tool. Marsden refuses and 
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denounces and exposes the mayor. He starts a conspiracy to get rid of him. The mayor’s 
niece overhears the plot and warns Marsden. He refuses to fly. A revolver is placed on his 
desk and he proceeds with his work. He hears footsteps and looking up is covered with 
guns by masked men. He is overpowered but succeeds in recognizing Bill Mawson, the 
mayor. To a tree he is dragged. The rope is put around his neck. He refuses to obey the 
mayor. Everything is ready when Nettie dashes up with the police. Marsden takes Nettie 
in his arms and graciously intervenes for the release of Mawson, who extends his hand 
and promises to mend his ways. Billboard Summary by way of IMDb 
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The Moving Picture World, December 31, 1909, p. 973 
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Status: Print exists in the George Eastman Museum film archive 
Not Viewed 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Western 
Gender: Male (John Marsden, Old Editor) 
Ethnicity: White (John Marsden, Old Editor) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Editor (John Marsden, Old Editor) 
Description: Major: John Marsden, Very Positive 
Description: Minor: Old Editor, Positive 
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The	Salvation	Army	Lass	(1909)	
Newspaper	article	on	man’s	death	brings	notoriety	to	a	woman	who	is	then	
hounded	by	misfortune,	evicted	from	her	boarding	place	and	fired	from	the	factory	
in	which	she	works.	
	

	
The	Moving	Picture	World,	March	8,	1909,	p.	278	
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Status:	Unknown	
Unavailable	for	Viewing	
	
Type:	Movie	
Genre:	Drama	
Gender:	Group	 	
Ethnicity:	Unspecified	
Media	Category:	Newspaper	
Job	Title:	Unidentified	News	Staff	
Description:	Major:	None	
Description:	Minor:	Unidentified	News	Staff,	Neutral	
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The Song That Reached Her Heart (1909) 
Newspaper story of an accident in which all lives are lost destroys a woman’s mind when 
she believes her loved one is dead.  
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 11, 1909, p. 857. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
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Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Negative 
	
	
	
The	Stolen	Wireless	(1909)	
War	Correspondent	is	a	traitor.		
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The	Moving	Picture	World,	October	16,	1909.	p.	541.	
	



Appendix	1	–	1890	to	1909	 	 	97	

This	is	the	first	product	of	the	Edison-Biography	combinations	new	license	and	was	
released	Wednesday	at	the	Union	Square.	Out	of	several	films	Melies	had	prepared	
this	was	selected	as	the	best	one.		Such	being	the	case	Melies	has	a	lot	of	ordinary	
films	on	hand,	waiting	to	be	released.	“The	Stolen	Wireless”	is	reminiscent;	either	as	
a	film	or	as	a	vaudeville	sketch	its	story	has	been	in	the	main,	often	told.	Two	young	
chaps	are	rivals	for	a	girl’s	affections.	One	is	refused	and	the	favored	one	goes	off	to	
war.	The	rejected	swain	also	goes	to	the	front,	but	as	a	newspaper	correspondent.	
The	soldier	is	entrusted	with	an	important	message,	and	goes	to	a	wireless	station	
to	file	a	dispatch	ordering	relays	of	horses	to	see	him	through	the	lines.	The	war	
correspondent	steals	the	dispatch	and	imparts	the	information	to	the	enemy.	An	
attack	by	opposing	forces	is	thus	“tipped	off”	and	in	the	“battle”	which	is	waged	the	
soldier	is	inured.	They	take	him	to	the	same	hospital,	where	his	betrothed	is	acting	
as	a	nurse,	and	there	is	a	reunion	to	end	the	film.	The	“battle”	scene	conveys	nothing	
which	Gen.	Sherman	meant	to	imply	in	his	famous	remarks	about	war.	Melies	makes	
the	conflict	nothing	more	than	a	series	of	chases	by	different	bodies	of	men,	who	fire	
at	random	and	“kill”	haphazard.	The	photography	is	good,	but	by	no	means	
remarkable;	the	acting	is	fair	and	the	story	told	with	continuity.	Certain	it	is,	
however,	that	the	Patens	Co.	has	added	no	very	important	product	to	its	output.	
Melles	will	have	to	brush	up	or	he	will	crowd	the	Edison	people	out	of	their	position	
at	the	tall	end	of	the	producing	bunch.	Walt,	Variety,	October	16,	1909.		p.	12.	
	
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: War 
Gender: Male (War Correspondent) 
Ethnicity: White (War Correspondent) 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: War Correspondent (War Correspondent) 
Description: Major: War Correspondent, Very Negative 
Description: Minor: None 
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Sweet Revenge (aka A Sweet Revenge) (1909) 
Newspaper notice of approaching marriage used to tell a sweetheart she has been jilted. 
 

 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 20, 1909, p. 729 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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Three Thanksgivings (1909) 
Newspaper article about the discovery of gold in the west convinces a young man to go to 
the gold fields. 

 
The Moving Picture World, November 27, 1909, p. 767. 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Tobacco Mania (1909) 
Newspaper article of a new disease causes nightmares 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, December 31, 1909, p. 969 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Tragic Love (1909) 
Newspaper Story changes a man’s life 
 
 

 
The Moving Picture World,  Biograph Advertisement, February 6, 1909, p. 135.  
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The Moving Picture World, February 6, 1909, p. 152-153. 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
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Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 
 
Two Memories (1909) 
Newspaper story informs a former lover that the woman he loved is returning from 
Europe, and he decides to see her before it is too late. 

 
The Moving Picture World, May 22, 1909, p. 682 
 
Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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The Wallace Jewels (1909) 
Newspaper article alerts woman that the Wallace Jewels have been stolen and the robber 
may be nearby. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, October 2, 1909, p. 457 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Drama 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
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A Wreath in Time (1909) 
Newspaper “extra” reports that a railroad express has been wrecked and everyone aboard 
killed has repercussions. 
 

 
The Moving Picture World, February 6, 1909, p. 152 
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Status: Unknown 
Unavailable for Viewing 
 
Type: Movie 
Genre: Comedy 
Gender: Group 
Ethnicity: Unspecified 
Media Category: Newspaper 
Job Title: Unidentified News Staff 
Description: Major: None 
Description: Minor: Unidentified News Staff, Neutral 
 

	
Legend	

 
Genres25   
Action-Adventure 
Animation  
Drama 
Comedy 
Crime-Mystery-Thriller 
Romance 
Satire-Parody 
Science Fiction-Horror 
Serial 
Sport 
True Story-Biography-Documentary 
War 
Western. 
 
Ethnicity-Race 
White – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle east 
or North Africa. 
Black or African-American – a person having origins in any of the Black racial groups 
of Africa. 
Hispanic or Latino – a person who classifies him/herself as Mexican, Mexican-Aerican, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban or anyone who indicates that they are “another hispanic, 
Latino or Spanish origin. 
American Indian or Alaska Native – a person having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North and South America (including Central America) and who maintains 
tribal affiliation or community attachment. 
Southeast and East Asian – Includes Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, 
Cambodian, residents of Hong Kong. 
Asian – a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast 
Asia or the Indian subcontinent incuding, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand and Vietnam. 
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Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – a person having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa or other Pacific Islands. 
Unspecified – Mostly groups of journalists who are not easily identified by ethnicity.  
Also includes journalists who do not fit into ethnic categories, or were not identified as 
major or minor characters such as Asians, American Indian, and Indian people. 
 
 
Media-Category 
Newspaper 
Newsreel 
Magazine 
Radio 
Internet 
Undefined (includes any media category that is undefined in the film) 
 

Job Titles 
There are 18 specific job titles. Here are the definitions. Note: these definitions are used 
for all of the IJPC studies so there will be job titles that weren’t created until long after 
the silent film era was over. They are included for consistency of definition. 
    
Anchor,	Commentator:	a	person	who	presents	news	on	television,	radio,	the	
Internet	or	other	media,	a	news	presenter	also	known	as	newsreader,	newscaster,	
anchorman	or	anchorwoman,	news	anchor	or	simply	anchor.	This	category	also	
includes	Commentator	–	a	person	who	adds	analysis	and	occasionally	opinion	to	his	
or	her	news	reports	for	any	media,	usually	radio	or	television.	Also	can	be	a	Radio	
Announcer.	
Columnist,	Blogger:	a	person	who	writes	a	regular	column	or	opinion	piece	for	a	
newspaper,	magazine,	pamphlet,	Internet	site	or	any	other	medium.		
Critic:	a	professional	judge	of	art,	music,	literature,	who	judges	something	
specializing	especially	professionally	in	the	evaluation	and	appreciation	of	literary	
or	artistic	works	such	as	a	film	critic	or	a	dance	critic.	Forms	and	expresses	
judgments	of	the	merits,	faults,	value	or	truth	of	a	matter.		
Cub	Reporter:	a	person	who	is	young	and	inexperienced	and	works	in	all	media.	An	
aspiring	reporter	who	ends	up	in	the	job,	a	novice	reporter,	a	trainee.	Knows	little	
about	journalism.	First	job	in	journalism	
Editor,	Producer:	a	person	who	assigns	stories	and	edits	copy	for	a	newspaper,	
magazine,	Internet	or	other	medium.	Usually	referred	to	as	a	city	editor,	managing	
editor	or	editor-in-chief.	This	category	also	includes	Producer	and	Executive	
Producer	–	a	person	who	controls	various	aspects	of	a	news	program	for	television,	
radio,	the	Internet	and	other	media.	He	or	she	takes	all	the	elements	of	a	newscast	
(video,	graphics,	audio)	and	integrates	them	into	a	cohesive	show.		Title	includes	the	
producer	of	a	specific	news	program,	a	field	producer	who	is	in	charge	of	field	
production	of	individual	news	stories,	a	producer	in	charge	of	news	programs.	
In	many	silent	films,	the	publisher	and	editor	are	indistinguishable.	If	the	journalist	
is	primarily	working	as	an	editor	--	gathering	the	news,	writing	the	stories,	
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headlines	and	editorials,	being	the	person	responsible	for	the	production	and	
distribution	of	the	newspaper	--	we	use	that	job	title	(editor).	If	the	journalist	does	
little	as	an	editor,	but	acts	mostly	as	the	owner	making	publishing	decisions,	we	use	
that	job	title	(publisher).	
Illustrator,	Cartoonist:	a	person	who	provides	decorative	images	to	illustrate	a	
story	in	a	newspaper,	magazine	or	other	media.	A	commercial	artist-journalist.	A	
cartoonist	creates	drawings	that	depict	a	humorous	situation	often	accompanied	by	
a	caption.	Drawings	representing	current	public	figures	or	issues	symbolically	and	
often	satirically	as	in	a	political	cartoon.	A	caricaturist:	drawing	humorous	or	
satirical	cartoons.			
News	Executive:	a	person	at	a	broadcast	station	or	network	or	other	media	who	is	
in	charge	of	the	news	department.	Executive	in	charge	of	news.		A	management	
position.	Newsreel	supervisor.		
News	Employee:	a	person	who	works	in	any	media	with	a	non-descript	job	such	as	
editorial	assistant	and	other	newsroom	employees,	printer	and	other	workers	in	
composition,	telegraph	operators,	copy	boy	or	girl,	office	boy	or	girl,	newsboy	or	
girl,	web	developer,	graphic	designer,	audio	and	video	technician,	multimedia	artist,	
digital	media	expert.		Also	includes	Printer’s	Devil,	typically	a	young	boy	who	is	an	
apprentice	in	a	printing	establishment	who	performed	a	number	of	tasks,	such	as	
mixing	tubs	of	ink	and	fetching	type.	
Photojournalist	and	Newsreel	Shooter:	a	person	who	creates	still	or	moving	
images	in	order	to	tell	a	news	story.	Titles	include	photographer,	cameraman,	
shooter,	stringer,	paparazzi	and	anyone	else	using	a	photographic	device	to	make	a	
photographic	record	of	an	event.	Also	includes	newsreel	cameramen	and	women.	
Publisher,	Media	Owner:	a	person	who	is	a	successful	entrepreneur	or	
businessman	who	controls,	through	personal	ownership	or	a	dominant	position,	a	
mass	media	related	company	or	enterprise.	Referred	to	as	a	media	proprietor,	
media	mogul,	media	baron.	A	publisher	usually	specifically	refers	to	someone	who	
owns	a	newspaper	or	a	collection	of	newspapers.	
Reporter, Correspondent: a person who reports news or conducts interviews for 
newspapers, magazines, television, radio, Internet or any other organization that 
disseminates news and opinion. Referred to as a journalist, a newspaperman or woman, 
newsman or woman, a writer, a sob sister, a magazine writer.  A freelance writer for any 
multimedia.  
Real-Life Journalist: a person who exists in real life. Uses real name and real occupation in a 
fictional film or TV program. He is not played by an actor. 	
Sports	Journalist:	a	person	who	writes,	reports	or	edits	sports	news	and	features	
for	any	media.	Includes	writers,	reporters,	editors,	columnists,	commentators,	hosts,	
online	specialists.		
War Correspondent, Foreign Correspondent: a correspondent is a person who 
contributes reports to a variety of news media from a distant, often remote, location, often 
covering a conflict of some sort. 
Press	Conference	Journalists:	a	person	who	attends	a	news	conference	or	press	
conference	in	which	newsmakers	invite	journalists	to	hear	them	speak	and,	most	
often,	ask	questions.		
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Pack	Journalists:		a	person	who	joins	other	reporters	chasing	after	stories.	They	
often	travel	in	packs,	usually	armed	with	television	cameras	and	microphones.	They	
cover	fast-breaking	news	by	crowding,	yelling,	shouting,	bullying	and	forcing	their	
way	into	breaking	news	events.	They	often	show	up	with	their	lights,	cameras,	
microphones	and	digital	recorders	as	they	shout	out	questions	to	the	usually	
reluctant	newsmaker	in	question.	Pack	Journalism	is	also	defined	as	journalism	
practiced	by	reporters	in	a	group	usually	marked	by	uniformity	of	news	coverage	
and	lack	of	original	thought	or	initiative.	A	pack	of	journalists	can	also	be	a	group	of	
reporters,	photojournalists,	war	correspondents,	freelance	writers,	even	newsboys	
following	a	story	or	a	specific	activity.	
Miscellaneous:	Individual	journalists	unidentified	in	the	film	or	TV	program	as	to	
job	description.	Usually	in	the	background	functioning	as	editorial	and	technical	
staff.		
Unidentified	News	Staff	–	Use	of	the	news	media	–	newspapers,	magazines,	radio,	
television,	Internet,	multimedia	–	by	some	unidentified	news	personnel	or	by	some	
monolithic	news	organization	as	a	significant	plot	point.	Examples	include	articles	
or	pieces	that	expose	scandals	and	wrong-doing,	provide	erroneous	information	
(such	as	a	fake	death),	alert	principals	about	some	important	news	or	events.		
	
	
Descriptions	
Major	Character		(Major)	–	a	major	character	influences	the	outcome	of	the	story	
or	event.	He	or	she	is	usually	a	leading	character	played	by	a	major	actor	of	the	time.	
Minor	Character	(Minor)	–	a	minor	character	does	not	play	a	significant	role	in	the	
development	of	the	film	or	TV	program.	He	or	she	is	usually	a	part	of	a	larger	group	
–	i.e.	journalists	in	a	news	conference	or	roaming	around	in	packs,	or	those	
journalists	who	function	as	a	part	of	the	editorial	or	technical	staff.		
	
Very	Positive:	This	is	the	journalist	as	a	heroic	character.	This	is	the	journalist	who	
does	the	right	thing,	who	fights	everyone	and	anything	to	get	the	facts	out	to	the	
public.	He	or	she	often	exposes	corruption,	solves	a	murder,	catches	a	thief	or	saves	
an	innocent.	Everything	he	or	she	does	is	in	the	public	interest.	This	is	the	kind	of	an	
image	that	makes	the	public	believe	that	journalists	are	invaluable	to	any	
democracy.	Journalists	in	a	film	would	be	evaluated	as	Very	Positive	(VP)	if	they	
have	the	following	characteristics:	
	 *Shows	that	the	journalist	is	an	unqualified	hero	–	he	or	she	does	everything	
possible	to	get	a	story	out	to	the	public	resulting	in	making	the	world	a	better	place	
to	live.	
	 *Shows	the	public	that	journalism	is	an	important	profession	that	holds	the	
public	interest	above	all	else,	that	without	journalists	representing	the	public	
interest,	corporations,	government	and	individuals	would	do	terrible	things.	It	
makes	the	viewer	feel	that	journalists	are	essential	to	making	democracy	work,	to	
giving	the	public	the	kind	of	information	it	needs	to	make	informative	decisions	in	a	
democracy.	
	 *Presents	an	unvarnished	image	of	the	journalist	as	a	heroic,	important	
member	of	society.	
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Positive: These journalists will do anything to get a story that they believe is vital to the 
public interest, to the public welfare. They try to do their job without hurting anyone, 
basically people trying to do the right thing, but often frustrated by the system. They may 
be flawed, they may make mistakes, they may drink too much or quit their jobs in disgust, 
but they always seem to end up by doing the right thing by the end of the story.  
 *Shows the journalist often doing wrong things in pursuing stories that are in the 
public interest. The good the journalist does, however, outweighs the bad. 
 *Shows the public that even when journalists are offensive, their jobs are 
important in making a democracy work. 
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a hero than a villain. 
  
Transformative Positive: a journalist who conveys a negative image throughout the film  
constantly doing negative things (unethical behavior, drinking heavily, stealing, wearing 
disguises, committing crimes to get a story), but who in the end serves the public interest 
and transforms into a positive image. 
 
Transformative Negative: a journalist who conveys a positive image throughout the 
film, but ends up not serving the public interest and using the news media for personal, 
economic or political gain.  
 
Negative: These journalists are villains because they use the precious commodity of 
public confidence in the press for their own selfish ends. They use the power of the media 
for his or her own personal, political, or financial gain. They care less about the public 
interest than their own interests. They are interested in making more money, gaining 
power, doing anything to get what they want.  
 *Show that the journalist ignores the public interest in favor of personal, 
economic or financial gain, thus losing the public’s respect.  
 *Shows the public that journalism is – more often than not – a profession that is 
more concerned with personal gain than serving the public interest. It makes the public 
suspicious of journalists and creates a bad impression of what journalism is all about.  
 *Presents an overall impression that the journalist is more of a villain than a hero. 
 
Very Negative: These journalists often engage in unethical and often unlawful activities 
getting what they want at all costs, even committing murder or serious crimes. They are 
manipulative and cynical. Often, they are publishers who use their power to corrupt 
government or business, to take advantage of the public. They are cheaters who are only 
interested in what is good for them, no one else. They usually are involved with the 
tabloid or sensationalistic press and often make up the anonymous news media chasing 
after individuals without regard for their privacy or safety.  

*Show	that	the	journalist	is	an	unqualified	villain	who	has	no	redeeming	
value,	who	has	no	concern	for	basic	values,	who	will	do	anything	to	get	what	he	or	
she	wants	regardless	of	the	damage	caused.	
	 *Shows	the	public	that	journalism	is	a	profession	filled	with	arrogant,	
morally	bankrupt	individuals	who	only	care	about	themselves	and	not	about	the	
public	or	an	individual.	These	journalists	ignore	the	public	interest	completely.	 	
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	 *Presents	an	unvarnished	image	of	the	journalist	as	a	villain	who	engages	in	
unethical	and	often	unlawful	activities	including	crime	and	murder.	
	
Neutral: These journalists usually make up the anonymous members of the press corps 
and usually can be seen at press conferences taking notes or reacting to what the person is 
saying. They are usually nondescript characters who are simply there as journalists doing 
their job without offending anyone. They are often in the background and figure slightly 
in the plot or action of the film or television program. They are not major characters.  
	
 
																																																								
1Available on the Internet: Media History Digital Library: Online Access to the Histories of Cinema, 
Broadcasting and Sound offers a complete digital edition of the first 12 years of Moving Picture World, 
“the key motion picture trade publication that covered the film business during the transformation of the 
viewing experience from the nickelodeon to the movie palace.” Scanned from the original color magazines, 
the MHDL’s collection of Moving Picture World begins in 1907 and extends through June 1919, a 
collection of 70,000 pages, searchable and free. Moving Picture World, 1907-1926 is now available. 
http://mediahistoryproject.org/2012/08/06/the-complete-moving-picture-world-1907-1919/.   
2 Motion Picture News (1913-1929), available from Media History Project. 
3 Exhibitor’s Herald (1917-1927, available from Media History Project. 
4 Motography (1911-1918), available from Media History Project.  
5 Wid’s Daily (1918-1921), then became Film Daily (1922-1929), available from Media History Project. 
6 Variety, the best known and most important trade paper in the history of American entertainment, 1905-
1929, available from the Library of Congress, most libraries and the Media History Digital Library online 
edition. 
7The	New	York	Times	Film	Reviews,	1907-1929.	Available	online	by	titles.	www.nytimes.com	
8 Billboard (1894-1921), available from the Media History Project. 
9 New York Clipper (1855-1923), available from Media History Project.  
10 Picture-Play Magazine  (1915-1929), available from Media History Project.  
11 The Bioscope, listing of silent film journals online, http://thebioscope.net/2010/02/28/silent-film-
journals-online/. 
12 Edison Company and the Biography Company publicity fliers contain extensive information on 
individual film titles. Some of their motion picture catalogues available at Rutgers, The Thomas Edition 
Papers (http://edison.rutgers.edu/index.htm).  Also available in various editions of The Moving Picture 
World, 1907-1926. 
13 Thanhouser Company Film Preservation, Inc. Thanhouser Company was founded in 1909 and by 1917 
had released more than 1,000 silent films. Internet site: http://www.thanhouser.org/index.html 
14 Reel Life, 1913-1915, available from Media History Project.  
15 Especially valuable were reviews and commentaries in The Moving Picture World, Motion Picture News, 
Exhibitors Herald, The Film Daily (Wid’s Daily) and Variety, which were used extensively throughout this 
project.  
16 The Internet Movie Database (IMDb) is an online database of information related to films, television 
programs and video games, including cast, production crew, fictional characters, biographies, plot 
summaries, trivia and reviews. By June 2016, IMDb had approximately 3.7 million titles in its database. 
17 The AFI Catalog of Feature films is the most authoritative filmographic database on the web. It includes 
entries on nearly 60,000 American feature-length films and 17,000 short films produced from 1893-2011. 
Director Martin Scorsese wrote, “No other source of information is as complete and accurate, and no other 
source is produced with the scrupulous level of attention to scholarship and research as the AFI catalog.”  
The AFI catalog “is a unique filmographic resource providing an unmatched level of comprehensiveness 
and detail on every feature-length film produced in America or financed by American production 
companies. Detailed information on cast, crew, plot summaries, subjects, genres and historical notes are 
included for each film.” No page numbers are reference since the catalog can easily be references by 
searching a specific title.  
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18 The Online IJPC Database includes more than 89,000 entries (2016) including 20,330 film titles. In 
addition, various online databases and Web sites, including the Internet Movie Database (IMDB), and 
Richard R. Ness’ definitive journalism filmography (From Headline Hunter to Superman: A Journalism 
Filmography) were searched for verification and new possibilities. 
19 Among the silent film sites of some value is Silent Hall of Fame (silent-hall-of-fame.org), which offers 
movie reviews and silent film videos.  
20 Ness, associate professor at Western Illinois University, is the chief film consultant-researcher 
and associate director of the Image of the Journalist in Popular Culture, a project of the Norman 
Lear Center, USC Annenberg. He is currently working on an updated edition of his classic 
filmography and has been instrumental in sharing new information received on films from 1890 
to 1929. 
21 “…an English critic who was studying American society and politics on a six weeks’ trip: who 
took the Municipal Government Club seriously, and who was always asking whether this, that 
and the other thing were “characteristic, you know.” (He also had) delightfully angular 
enunciation.” Alexander Black, “Miss Jerry” printed edition, New York, Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York,1895, 121 pages plus 37 illustrations from “Life Photographs by the Author,” p. 
31. 
22 Many films in Public Domain are available on various recorded formats as well as Internet sites such as 
YouTube. 
23 University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1967.  
24 Michael Slade Shull, Radicalism in American Silent Films, 1909-1929: A Filmography and 
History, McFarland & Company, Inc. North Carolina, 2000. 
 
25 Many genre designations could include multiple designations. The first genre listed in the Internet Movie 
DataBase has been used for continuity purposes. When the IMDB fails to offer a genre, other sources were 
used to form a consensus.  


